
Group 2: Original Surveys

This group used textiles to critique how original land surveys were instrumental in the 

violence of dispossession. Surveyors, by measuring and gridding the landscape, 

produced a particular reality, directly contrasting Indigenous ways of knowing. The 

group focused on a 1830s survey around the area that would become Beloit College, 

which included a Ho-Chunk village. They began with striped fabric, which was gridded 

into squares and marked with price-tags to represent land sales. The land around Beloit 

College was marked with thread to show the way in which the landscape was literally 

(and violently) cut up through surveying and privatization. Finally, the shapes of effigy 

mounds, still present on the Beloit College campus, were embroidered over a patch of 

natural fabric, literally spilling over the edge of the map, and therefore outside reality of 

the survey. The mounds connect the past to the future, and demonstrate how 

understandings of the landscape can be reshaped if we imagine them differently.
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Module #1



Past: the grid 

- We are interested in using textiles to visualize the violence of the grid. 
- How the violence of the gridding of land through the PLSS is continued in our 

square pixel-based data. 
- Pixels: loss of information is inherent to raster data. When you lose this information (by 

generalizing), what do you lose? -> indigenous lives and existence
- The surveyor as an active participant in genocide and dispossession of 

Indigenous people. Breaking down the framing of PLSS surveys as 
“observational” and representations of “reality.” The surveyor commits 
ACTIVE violence (Nathaniel Massie as an example.)

- A theme of “The Cartographer’s Pen” as it creates realities and lives and 
deaths. The Cartographer’s Pen turns landscapes into property under the 
guise of permanence, but we can imagine beyond this construct. This is our 
approach to counter-mapping. 





Land of the Long Horizon, 1964 edition “American Vista Series: The Midwest”







Eastman Johnson: Camp Scene at Grand Portage, 1857 (Hills no. 7.1.2). Photo: St. Louis County Historical Society



Module #2



We began with this PLSS drawing of 
Rock County. In the bottom corner, 
there is an area named Turtle Village. 
We identified this as Kecak, a large 
Ho-Chunk community. Kecak means 
turtle in Ho-Chunk language. 

This area is now called Beloit, and the 
Beloit college campus is exactly where 
“turtle village” is drawn. We decided to 
focus on this area in our physical 
project. 



Notes 

Striped “mono-cropping” fabric gridded into squares and appliqued to the other 
grid with price tags - refer to sale of land, land as property, Homestead Act

- This agriculture is TEMPORARY: it was applied by us and it can be removed 
by us 

- Cartographer’s ink is impermanent
- Beloit college with imposed grid line in thread - land is being ‘cut’ up by settler 

colonial entities - pain is being endured by the land and its previous 
occupants 

- Natural, organic fabric - mounds embroidered onto it showing Ho-Chunk 
modification

- Extending beyond boundary of tapestry and linking past, present, and future



Module #3
- Zoomed out image on connection between Rock River, Turtle Creek and 

Pecatonica River (corresponding patchwork of townships on opposite 
side) 

- Turtle Village and its 30 home-structures labeled with charm and 
pinpoint

- Avoid the imposed border of WI/IL border, rivers also extend behind 
area mapped

- Flip in - zoomed into ‘Beloit’ township 
- Surveyed land parceled into sections 
- Turtle Village as charm again
- Unceded and unsurveyed land following 1829 Prairie du Chien is 

stewarded by Ho-Chunk until Chicago Treaty in 1833
- This is displayed in mesh because this land is treated as 

invisible by the map, it is unmarked



Future

The layers of the map as points in time

Flipping through the map forward and backwards

- How dispossession happened historically (flipping the book one way) can 
inform how land can be given BACK (flipping the book the other way)

Challenging western perceptions of time as a line - if we had more time, a zine 
that could fold fully out into a flat piece



Logan Museum of Anthropology
Beloit College

The opposite of dispossession is 
not possesion














