


Okay. So once you got here in 1965, how did it feel to be a Black woman on UW-Madison's campus?
                 
Well, let's start with my roommate experience. I had a roommate that was from Pewaukee, Wisconsin. I had never heard of this place and her name was Jane Riley and she had never met a Black person in her whole life. So I was the first Black person that she'd ever known. She grew up in this, you know, little all-white community. I guess it's kind of a suburb of Milwaukee. And so she had never had that experience. So, turned out she was very open. She was very, you know, you know, she was really a great roommate as it turned out and we really did bond. And so, you know, she was learning a lot about me and I would introduce her to other, you know, Black students. And I always laugh because by the end of first semester, she had a Black boyfriend. So I guess she got truly converted. And I am so sorry I have lost contact with her. I would love to, you know, find her. I've tried but haven't had any success.
                 
What did you say her name was?
                 
Jane Riley.
                 
Okay. Maybe we can do some looking in the database.
                 
That would be great if you had any information.
                 
Yeah, I'll look into it.
                 
But anyway, being a Black woman on campus - I mean initially, well, there weren't that many other Black students on campus. So, you know, half the opportunity to, you know, kind of meet and mingle with, you know, other Black students and you know, form, you know, develop new friendships with them, but because it was so few of us, you know, I guess, I had more, you know, I did make, you know, white friends and I was accepted. I never felt that I was not accepted by, you know, those white students that became my friends. I was in - what's the name - Witte Hall. That was the dorm I was in and Madison was very cosmopolitan and there were a lot of students from out-of-state. I met a lot of students that were from New York, from the East Coast and so I, you know, developed friendships. Even went on to become - after I think it was two years at Witte and then I moved into an apartment, a two bedroom apartment. And two of my roommates were from New York, white students from New York, actually Jewish students from New York. And then Jane was the other roommate. So, those four of us, we lived in the Saxony, which was - I don't know if it's still there, but it was on Frances Street.
                 
I haven't heard of it, but that doesn't mean it's not there.
                 
Yeah. Right, right. So anyway, so I think I had, you know, a decent experience as a Black woman on campus. Again, it was a time where like a lot of the, I guess more of the white students that were from local or from Wisconsin, they were not as, you know. Trying to think of the right word. But I found myself gravitating to those that were from out of state. They were much more welcoming, you know, because they, you know, because they grew up in, you know, big cities and, you know, much more diverse cities than what you find in Wisconsin.
                 

how did you make your way to Alpha Kappa Alpha?
                 
Well, my mother was an AKA, my aunt was an AKA and I had a great aunt and a cousin that were AKA's. So it was kind of like, you know, I guess tradition. So, you know, I'm what they call a legacy which means, you know, I'm the second or third generation in the sorority, so that's that's how I made my way to AKA. I met Carol and Julie, and, you know, we became instant friends and then they started telling me about, you know, that they were trying to work at getting a chapter of AKA's at Wisconsin. "Would I be interested?" I'm like, "Oh, yes, I would definitely be interested." So, so that's how I got, you know, that's really how I got connected. That's my whole connection to Alpha Kappa Alpha.
                 
Yeah. That's a pretty deep connection.
                 
Right? Right. Yes, it is. Yes, it is. Well, I was just going to tell about how it sort of got started. So there were several of us on campus that were interested in pledging. And so we went to Milwaukee for kind of like a meet-and-greet, and in Milwaukee there was not an undergraduate chapter, it was a graduate chapter. So it was older women that were, you know, had finished college and they were just kind of all ages but older women. So we had to meet-and-greet with them, and so that was kind of like our I guess pledge party or whatever they called it anyway, so the group of us that went from Madison to there, we were accepted to pledge, you know, in the sorority and that was a very interesting experience because there was no chapter in Madison. So we were actually pledging through a graduate chapter in Milwaukee. So we were required to kind of go back and forth on weekends, not every weekend, but we would, you know, be going back and forth. Carol and Julie were already AKA, so they were kind of like our big sisters and so they, you know, were in charge of harassing us, you know, on campus. And so we pledged almost an entire year. It was ridiculously long. I don't remember, you know, the reasoning behind that, but I think it was just because - because it's usually only a semester, at that time it was a semester. Now it's much much shorter to pledge. But anyway, usually it's completed in the semester, but we went almost an entire school year pledging. There were five of us that pledged together that were in Madison. There was also some - there was like four young ladies that were also part of our pledge line, but they lived in Milwaukee, so it was kind of like, you know, we were, you know, so we were one pledge line, but we really weren't as connected to those that were in Milwaukee. We would only meet them when we went to Milwaukee. I'm sure they came to Madison, but I don't, you know, but we went back and forth. So that was interesting, it was fun. It's like, you know, in, you know, pledging a sorority, we were very, very, very close. So this is in my sophomore, junior year. So they were like my - we were together all the time, right.
                 


No, yeah, that is wonderful. How important were these Black Greek letter organizations to the Black student community?
                 
So, I think it was, you know, I don't know how it is today, but then it was probably the best thing that could have happened. Because it gave you a sense of it really gave you a sense of community and gave you a sense of belonging, at least that's the way I felt. So I think I think it was a very important part of, you know, my whole college experience. You know it just, because it was such a tight-knit community and because there were so few of us - so few black students - just brought us very close together. I would say, you know, also kind of, you know, likeminded people, you know. So that really made a difference. I guess I didn't feel that my first year because I didn't have that connection, but after my first year, you know, it was a great support for me to be successful. It really was.
                 
So, you mentioned before that there was kind of two distinct groups within the Black student community: the people who are really invested into the Black Power movement and then the people who weren't. With that being said, what was the relationship between Black Greek letter organizations and the protest movement? Were Black Greek letter organizations not people who were also super invested in the Black Power movement?
                 
I wouldn't put it like that. I would say, you know, I think we were all invested in it. Like I said, some were much more active than others, okay. You know, because we were certainly, you know, we were certainly, you know, fighting for our rights as well, you know. We were certainly part of the whole thrust of what that was all about. So, it wasn't like, you know, we had you know, the fraternities and sororities over here that didn't interact with, you know, with the groups that were, you know, actually organizing. We all kind of, you know, were in it together. But like I said, I wasn't part of the, you know, part of the organizing and strategizing and whatnot, but always supportive, always there, you know. I felt I was involved.
                 













