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On anti-racist initiatives within and around Madison. Emspak reflects on the segregation in the city, on how the city was *less* segregated in the 1960s then compared to now, and on the various housing restrictions throughout the city before "urban renewal" scattered downtown communities. Emspak reflects on supporting local strike actions in the Socialist Club. On connections within the campus left to other student groups/actions in cities like New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, etc.—"particularly within the larger Big 10 universities of the north, there were people talking to each other about what's going on, about students, about the role of the university." 
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On the Black Student Strike in February of 1969, Emspak recalls the Strike's origins with the expulsions at WSU-Oshkosh and the refusal at UW-Madison to admit some expelled Oshkosh students. He also recalls the conference "The Black Revolution: To What Ends?" and the creation and the issuance of the 13 demands. Emspak's remembers being with a group he helped oganize and lead, People Against Racism, and attempting to meet with the Chancellor when Police Chief Hansen informed him that Black students had occupied a building to protest on behalf of their demands. He also recalls working that semester as a TA for Prof. Bob Starobin's "Black history" course, which was set to begin that year. "There were no black TAs at the time." Emspak then recalls meeting with other TAs and the TAA to agree on supporting the Strike. On the meaning of the "non-negotiable" demands—Emspak interprets this as meaning that Black students wanted no input from white students/faculty. "That was a big cultural shift." On the reaction/backlash within Madison/the state and among the Regents, and eventually the National Guard occupation of campus. Emspak recalls that almost all legal troubles were incurred by Black students, not white students.
