The US-Dakota War
Module 1: The 1862 Moment
Whose Land was “Granted” to the Land Grant?

Lesson Prework and Readings
Total time required:
· Recommended length: two 50-minute class sessions
Materials needed: 
· Each student should have a laptop or smart device
· Print outs of the text of the Ho-Chunk and Dakota Removal Act, available here (alternatively students can read the text of the Removal Act online) 
Readings
· Shorter, more accessible readings for a general audience:
· “US-Dakota War” from MnOpedia
· Katrina Phillips, “As They Have Formerly Done’: Unraveling the Entanglements at Historic Fort Snelling” in Parks Stewardship Forum 39(3)
· Academic readings:
· Gwen Westerman, et al, “Homelands” in Mni Sota Makoce: The Land of the Dakota (Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2012). 
· Gwen Westerman, et al, “Reclaiming Minnesota – Mni Sota Makoce” in Mni Sota Makoce: The Land of the Dakota (Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2012). 

Slide 1: Title Slide

Slide 2: Lesson Objectives 
· The lesson objectives, provided here, help shape the content that you will learn today
· The lesson objectives are the primary learning goals that all students will be able to successfully complete after today’s lesson

Slide 3: Keywords
· These keywords are crucial to understanding the basics of US-Dakota War and how the US-Dakota War is directly connected to the larger “1862 moment”
· Please pay attention to and listen to how these words, topics, and people are discussed
· Notetaking on these keywords is encouraged

Slide 4: Dakota Peoples
· To understand the history of the US-Dakota War, we must recognize who the Dakota people are, past and present
· The Dakota people are part of the Oceti Ṡakowiŋ, or Seven Council Fires, a historic alliance of the seven major divisions of the Great Sioux Nation including the:
· The Eastern Dakota or Santee
· Mdewakanton (the Spirit Lake People)
· Wahpekute (the Shooters Among the Leaves People)
· Wahpeton (the People Dwelling Among the Leaves)
· Sisseton (the People of the Fish Villages)
· The Western Dakota or Nakota 
· Yankton (Dwellers at the End)
· Yanktonai (Little Dwellers at the End)
· The Lakota 
· Teton (Dwellers on the Plains)
· Each of the nations of the Oceti Ṡakowiŋ or Great Sioux Nation had a distinct but similar culture that were based in kinship, geography, and dialect
· Though they lived separately, the tribal groups were (and are) composed of extended families known as thiyóšpaye

Slide 5: Dakota Homelands
· The entirety of the present-day state of Minnesota is considered Dakota homelands
· In fact, Bdóte, an area that is recognized as the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, is one of the most significant landscapes for Dakota people
· For many Dakota, this is the sacred place of creation
· Dakota homelands are extensive
· The image on left is a map that displays the extend of not only Dakota homelands, but geography of their travel as well
· This is based on tribal oral histories and early British maps that documented the locations of tribal nations at specific points in time
· You can see the geography of Dakota people included much of Minnesota and Ohio River valleys, the Great Lakes, the Canadian plains, and the east-central coast of the present-day United states
· Today, there are four federally recognized Dakota reservation communities located in southern Minnesota (located at the red dots on the map at right) 
· These include:
· Shakopee Mdewakanton
· Upper Sioux Community
· Lower Sioux Indian Community
· Prairie Island Indian Community 
· There are also Dakota tribal communities outside of Minnesota, these include:
· Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)
· Crow Creek Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)
· Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake Traverse Reservation (South Dakota)
· Yankton Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)
· Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (North and South Dakota)
· Spirit Lake Tribe (North Dakota)
· Santee Sioux Tribe (Nebraska) 
· There are also Dakota tribal nations located in Canada
· Sioux Valley First Nation (Manitoba)
· Dakota Plains Wahpeton First Nation (Manitoba)
· Dakota Tipi First Nations (Manitoba) 
· Birdtail Sioux First nation (Manitoba) 
· Canupawakpa First Nation (Manitoba) 
· Standing Buffalo First Nation (Saskatchewan)
· Whitecap Dakota First Nation (Saskatchewan)
· Wood Mountain First Nation (Saskatchewan) 
· Today, there are about 4,000 Dakota people who live in Minnesota 
· View: “Dakota Homeland” (2min 20 seconds)


Slide 6: Treaties in Minnesota
· As non-Native (white) settlement pushed across the Great Lakes, toward the Great Plains, the desire for land exploded and settlement increased exponentially across present-day southern Minnesota during the second half of the nineteenth century and the early twentieth century.
· Before the federal government was able to open land to settlers, they first had to legally acquire that land from the tribal nations whose land it was – the longtime stewards of those homelands
· The first treaty in present-day Minnesota negotiated between Dakota peoples and the federal government occurred at the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, Bdóte, in 1805
· This treaty, “negotiated” by Zebulon Pike, an Army Lieutenant, secured 100,000 acres of land 
· In exchange, the federal government was to pay the Dakota $2,000  
· This land was to be used for a military fort and a trading post, to be constructed above the river bluffs
· This treaty was – and remains – problematic for multiple reasons
· During this treaty negotiation, only two of the seven Dakota leaders present signed on to the treaty 
· Additionally, Zebulon Pike, an Army Lieutenant, was not authorized by the President to negotiate any treaties with the any tribal nations
· The treaty was not discussed in Congress until 1808
· The land was valued at $200,000 – far higher than the $2,000 paid
· The treaty was never proclaimed by President Thomas Jefferson, as was customary
· In the coming decades, not only would a military fort be established on this land – Fort Snelling – more and more land would be acquired by the federal government from both the Dakota and the Ojibwe 
· Subsequent major treaties with the Dakota and Ojibwe across the land we recognize today as Minnesota included the following treaties:
· 1837:
· Treaty with the Ojibwe (Treaty of St. Peters or the White Pine Treaty)
· The Ojibwe cede a 12-million-acre swath of land between the St. Croix River and the Mississippi River, including Lake Mille Lacs, in exchange for annual payments and goods (a large portion of this land cession also extended into present-day Wisconsin)
· Under the treaty, the Ojibwe retained the right to hunt, fish, and rice on the ceded land
· A prime motivation for acquiring this land was the rich timber this land held
· Treaty with the Dakota 
· The Dakota cede a smaller swath of land just east/north of Mississippi River (a large portion of this land cession also extended into present-day Wisconsin) 
· 1851:
· Treaty of Traverse de Sioux
· Here, two bands of Dakota – the Sisseton and Wahpeton Band – cede 21 million acres of land
· Treaty of Mendota 
· In this treaty, the Mdewakanton and Wahpekute Bands cede an additional 14 million acres of land 
· These two treaties also created reservations for the Dakota along the Minnesota River in far western Minnesota 
· 1854:
· Treaty of La Pointe
· In this treaty with the Ojibwe, the Ojibwe ceded the far northeastern triangle of land that we recognize today as the “Arrowhead” region of Minnesota
· As a result, Ojibwe reservations were created at Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, and Vermillion Lake 
· 1855:
· Treaty of Washington
· In this treaty with the Ojibwe, they ceded a significant area of land that makes up most of present-day northern Minnesota
· As a result, additional Ojibwe reservations were created at Mille Lacs, Gull Lake, Sandy Lake, and Leech Lake 
· 1858:
· Treaty with the Dakota
· Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858 and non-Native (white) settlers continued to flood the region, particularly southern Minnesota
· One month later, a delegation of Dakota leaders made their way to Washington, DC to negotiate yet another treaty
· In the 1858 treaty, the Dakota were coerced into relinquishing all their land north and east of the Minnesota River
· In exchange, the federal government would “reserve” a strip of land for them 10 miles wide by 150 miles long along the Minnesota River in the western part of the state
· It was this reservation the Dakota people were confined to in the years leading up to the US-Dakota War

Slide 7: Independent Treaties Activity (~10 minutes)
· View: “Treaties” (2 min) 
· Individually, or in groups of 2-3, have students visit and peruse the two websites listed to explore the deeper history of treaty-making in the present-day state of Minnesota 
· US-Dakota War website: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesota-treaty-interactive
· Why Treaties Matter website: https://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/welcome/ 

Slide 8: Treaties Discussion
· Facilitate classroom discussion, based on the previous slide and their exploration of the two websites about treaties in Minnesota
· Encourage students to think about the questions individually, in small groups, and collectively as a class
· Reference pre-class reading materials 

Slide 9: Historical Context and War:
· The US-Dakota War was a series of battles between Dakota peoples, non-Native (white) settlers, and the US army that unfolded across the southern Minnesota river valley for six weeks during the late summer of 1862
· While the six-week war has been well document and studied, it is crucial to look at the lead up to the US-Dakota War, which was years in the making
· This includes the treaties from the previous slide that worked to strip Dakota people of their land and lifeways
· As the desire for more and more land for non-Native (white) settlement increased, the Dakota were removed to reservations – small parcels of land that they were confined to
· This significantly reduced the available land that they had access to for purposes of hunting and agriculture
· Additionally, as more and more settlers arrived to Dakota homelands, they competed for the same resources (like wild game) that Dakota people had long relied on, further reducing their availability due to over hunting
· As such, there are several significant contributing factors that led to the US-Dakota War, including:
· The dramatic increase of non-Native (white) settlers arriving to the region and competing for land and resources the Dakota people had long relied on 
· A poor corn crop during the summer of 1861 had limited the food stores available to Dakota people, this was then followed by a severe winter 
· In early 1862, with the United States embattled in the Civil War, the federal government began to withhold the treaty promised annuity payments due to Dakota people (thus they were not able to purchase needed food and supplies) and failed to deliver food to the Dakota communities as stipulated in the treaties 
· There was also documented corruption of the white traders in the area 
· One trader, Indian Agent Thomas Galbraith, refused to trade with the Dakota and/or extend them credit for food and needed supplies 
· The Dakota people were facing starvation
· Importantly, we must not forget that the US-Dakota War is part of a much longer history of the “Indian Wars” era in United States history
· This period, which spans the last decades of the nineteenth century, is noted for the outright assault on American Indian people and tribal nations by the federal government, particularly across the western United States 
· Much of the Indian Wars period coincides with the forceful attempt to assimilate American Indian people, to strip them of their land, and to open tribal lands to non-Native (white) settlement 
· Though much of the focus on the Indian Wars emphasizes the late nineteenth century, there were numerous wars between tribal nations and the federal government (and the British and the French) that occurred earlier in the nineteenth century and in the eastern part of the United States 
· A quote from Dakota leader, Little Crow or Taoyateduta, describes the reality of the situation for many of the Dakota:
“We have waited a long time. The money is ours, but we cannot get it. We have no food but here these stores are filled with food. We ask that you the agent, make some arrangement so we can get food from the stores, or else we make take our own way to keep ourselves from starving. When men are hungry, they help themselves.”
· In response, Indian Agent Thomas Galbraith infamously stated, “Let them eat grass.” 
· The fighting of the US-Dakota War began on August 17th and 18th with battles soon to be fought at New Ulm, Fort Ridgely, Birch Coulee, and Wood Lake – all along the Minnesota River Valley. 
· View: “War” (3 min)
· Encourage students to visit the Minnesota Historical Society’s online US-Dakota War resources (5-10 min)
· https://www.usdakotawar.org

Slide 10: Aftermath
· The last battle of the US-Dakota War was the Battle of Wook Lake, fought on September 23rd, 1862
· Here, US troops, under the command of Colonel Henry Sibley, engaged a group of Dakota men as they prepared to attack the troops
· The Dakota had been defeated
· In the coming weeks and months, the aftermath of the six-weeks of fighting would take shape 
· Most well-recognized and remembered today are the:
· Dakota concentration camp at Fort Snelling
· Military trials of Dakota men
· Forced exile from the state of Minnesota of Dakota and Ho-Chunk peoples
· As the war ended, the federal government worked to separate Dakota men from Dakota women, children, and the elderly – those considered “non-combatants”
· Approximately 1,600 Dakota women, children, and elderly tribal members were force-marched, along the Minnesota River, to Fort Snelling during the cold fall of 1862, arriving on November 13th 
· They were held here, for the winter of 1862-1863, in a rudimentary stockade, along the damp river bottoms where the Minnesota River flows into the Mississippi River – a place the Dakota know as Bdóte, a sacred place 
· Here, nearly 400 of the Dakota housed during the 1862-1863 winter would die from disease, starvation, exposure, and violence perpetuated by soldiers at the military fort
· At the same time, 392 Dakota men – those who were perceived as participating in the war, but who were legally civilians – were tried by a military commission for war crimes
· At the end, 303 were sentenced to death by hanging
· They were then moved from the Lower Sioux Agency to a prison camp Mankato, Minnesota
· Upon reviewing the transcripts of the military trials, some of which lasted only five minutes, President Abrahm Lincoln and his legal consultants reduced the number of Dakota men to be hanged to 39
· To prevent further violence, the sale and consumption of alcohol was prohibited throughout Mankato the day of the hanging
· Just before the hanging of the men commenced, on December 26th, 1862, one man was granted a last-minute reprieve
· Approximately 4,000 spectators arrived at the gallows that morning to witness the hanging the day after Christmas, their bodies left to hang for a half an hour
· After their bodies were removed from the scaffold, they were placed in a mass grave. It was not long before most of their bodies were dug up and removed
· Today, the hanging of the 38 Dakota men at Mankato in 1862 remains the largest mass execution in US history

Slide 11: Exile
· In early November 1862, leaders in Minnesota worked to orchestrate a response to the violence that unfolded across southern Minnesota, leaving hundreds of Dakota, non-Native (white) settlers, and members of the militia dead.
· It was during this time, that then governor of Minnesota, Alexander Ramsey, declared:
· “[The] Sioux Indians of Minnesota must be exterminated or driven forever beyond the borders of the state.” 
· After the winter of 1862-1863 when Dakota “non-combatants” were held at Fort Snelling and over nearly 400 Dakota men were tried and 38 were hanged at Mankato, the Dakota were legally exiled from the state of Minnesota
· The Dakota Expulsion Act, passed by Congress on February 16th, 1863, worked to abrogate (i.e. terminate) all treaties with the Dakota in Minnesota
· Under the Dakota Expulsion Act, all Dakota land and annuities were forfeited to the federal government, this included the elimination of reservations – lands that were set aside for Dakota people in legally binding treaties 
· A second bill, passed on March 3rd, 1863, provided for the (forcible) removal of Dakota people from the state of Minnesota 
· In addition to the Dakota people throughout southern Minnesota, the Ho-Chunk who had been living at Blue Earth were also to be removed from the state
· The Dakota people had no recourse to challenge these measures – today methods that we recognize as genocidal 
· To facilitate the removal of Dakota people from Minnesota, the army sent steamboats to Fort Snelling where Dakota (and Ho-Chunk) people boarded them before being taken to the Crow Creek Reservation in Dakota Territory (present-day South Dakota) 
· Many Dakota would die on the journey to Creek and hundreds more died upon arrival to the isolated reservation in a new land with few resources; most of those who died were children
· In 1866, the federal government established the Santee Reservation in Nebraska to help address the starvation conditions at Crow Creek
· In addition to the forced removal, the state of Minnesota placed a bounty on the scalps of Dakota people who remained in Minnesota
· Under the bounty system, a person could be paid between $25-$200 for hunting down and killing Dakota people 
· Governor Alexander Ramsey continued to support punitive expeditions across southern and western Minnesota
· View: “Aftermath” (2 min)

Slide 12: Dakota Return 
· Despite the violence of the US-Dakota War and its aftermath, including forced exile – Dakota people remained connected to their homelands in Minnesota
· It was not long before Dakota people worked to return to their homelands
· By the 1880s Dakota people were making their way back to Minnesota, despite facing violence and racism 
· Dakota people banded together to purchase land that would become a reservation (the Lower Sioux Community) and settled near old villages (Prairie Island)
· Then, in 1889, Congress pass legislation to re-establish three Dakota reservations 
· Today, there are four federally recognized Dakota communities in Minnesota
· Upper Sioux
· Lower Sioux
· Shakopee
· Prairie Island
· In 2002 the first Dakota Commemorative March was held, following the route of the Dakota prisoners of war who were forced marched to Fort Snelling
· Today, there are about 4,000 Dakota who reside in Minnesota and Dakota people continue to come together to honor and remember those who were lost during the violence of the late nineteenth century. At the same time, Dakota people are collectively working towards cultural and language revitalization, pursuing strategies to acquire and manage Dakota homelands, and to facilitate community-wide education and conversations toward healing 

Slide 13: US-Dakota War Discussion 
· Facilitate small group and class discussion using the following prompts
1. What did you know about the US-Dakota War prior to today’s lesson?
· Why do you think the US-Dakota War is not something that is widely taught or known outside of Minnesota?
2. What were the complex factors that led to the outbreak of violence in 1862 across southern Minnesota?
· What are the larger historical forces?
3. How should we think about the US-Dakota War in the context of the Morrill Act of 1862?
4. How can we, as benefactors of Native dispossession, work to reconcile histories of violence?

