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CAMP R ﬁ DALL ASA PRISONER OF

During the war Camp Randall was primarily used to train Union troops before they were sent to the front.




ROTTEN SHEEPE”

i

WAR FACILITY DURING THE CIVIL WAR

N
.|'.I_|. L
B h
Ny
1
'll LY
L

i A f

7 WG, -
i,

i late April 1862, Camp Randall was diverted from

its primary purpose for a brief time in order to

become a prison camp for captured Confederate
soldiers. Camp Randall, located in Madison, Wiscon-
sin, had originated as a troop training center in 1861
with a call from Governor Alexander W. Randall for
volunteers to fight the South, The Wisconsin Agricul
tural Society responded by offening the state fair
grounds, approximately ten acres, located west of Madi-
son. Compared to other northern facilites, Camp Ran-
dall was not a major prison, holding prisoners only from
late April through May 1862, although a small number
of il Confederates remained there into the summer of
that year. Thousands more prisoners were held at
Camp Douglas in Chicago, Camp Chase in Columbus,
Ohio, and the many other camps run by the Union dur
ing the Civil War. Consequently, fewer men died at
Ciamp Randall-—no more than 140 of the 26,000 Con-
federate soldiers that died in all union camps, Because
of itz relatively minor role, less has been written about
Ciamp Randall by historians. However, captive soldiers
at Camp Randall, as in all Civil War camps, north and
south, endured illness, boredom, feelings of resentment,
a desire for release, and death. All camps were trage,
and Camp Randall was part of that story.'
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In the spring of 1862, as a result of the Union's Mississippi
River campaign, it became necessary to use Camp Randall as a
prisoner of war camp. Wisconsin newspapers closely followed
the Union advance down the Mississippt in early March: the
subsequent evacuaton of Columbus, Kencky, by southern
forees; and the movement of those troops near the Confederate
forafied Island No. W, located just a tew miles upriver from New
Madrid, Missourd, After erroneous reports regarding the fall of
[sland No. 10 during the last two weeks of March 1862, the Wis-
consin Daily State, Journal in Madison victoriously announced
i early April 1862 that ULS, warships had run past the island
and cur if off from other southern forces. The South had lost a
strategic position on the Mississippi, and consequently, 115,
forees now controlled the upper Mississippi River Valley.

After Tsland No. 1 was bypassed, the Confederate troops
tricd unsuccessfully w flee, leaving “half-prepared meals.” A
soldier of the +th Arkansas Baalion, one Thomas H. Lock-
ridge, wrote to his family (with less than perfect spelling) shordy
betore his capture, “They have run us down the river as far as
we can go. We are surrounded by the Lincolnites, They are
abbove below and opposite us on the nver batteris” It 15
unclear from the published Official Records whether the sol-
chiers on the island were caprured there or with other southern
forces a few miles south near Tiptonville, Tennessee, on the
eastern shore of the Mississippi. Major-{reneral John Pope,
whose torces ocoupied New Madrid, Missouri, reported from
Tiptormalle in two separate commumcations the number taken
prisoner at two thousand to six thousand, The latter number
appeared in the Wisconsin Daily Srate Journal, although
Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, reported o Sec-
retary of War Edwin M. Stanton from Tiptonville that the
number was about five thousand prisoners, Modern scholar-
ship estimates a more aceurate figure o be 4,400 prisoners.”

While: a reporter for the Chicago Times wrote that the
southerners were well-armed and clothed, although they
appeared “gloomy and morose at being capiured,” a more
realistic assessment of the Confederates’ armaments appeared
in a report by Confederate Brigadier-General William W,
Mackall, wnitten near Island No. 10 on Apnl |, Detaihng the
strength of the roops under his command, he stated that the
55th Tenmessee had “few arms.” the 11th Arkansas “all sarts of
arms.” including “[e]very variety [of] counmry guns,” the 446ch
Tennessee had 160 of 400 men armed, and the 4th Arkansas
Bartalion was “badly armed.”*

Omce the prisoners were captured, the ULS, malitary had to
decide where to send them. Major-General Henry W, Halleck,
commander of the Department of Missouri and headguartered
in Saint Louis, made the decision on April 9, elling General
Fope to send Contederate officers to Fort Warren in Boston
and Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohie, while enlisted men were
assigned to varous camps. Once again different sources
reported different numbers for the camps selected. Halleck's
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numbers were [ifieen hundred for Gamp Donglas in Chicago
and cne thousand for Gamp Butler at Springfield, Minois. On
the same day he wrote Wisconsin Governor Louis P Harvey
that two thousand to three thousand would be assagned w
catrgs 10 Madison and Milwaukee, although it turned out thar
no prisoncrs were scnt o Milwaukee, They would reach Camp
Randall by traveling up the Mississippi to Prairie du Chien,
and from that point they would traverse Wisconsin, Some of
the men originally sent to Camp Douglas would soon be sent
to Camp Randall.”

A wagedy of the movement of those prisoners who went
directly 1o Madison is that many, if not most, of the men were
ill. Pope wrote 1o Halleck on April 11 that be had a thousand
sick prisoners at New Madrid, a number undoubtedly made
worse: because the federal forces held all Confederate enlisted
men along the river bank in a cold rain, and he was unclear
where o send them, Seventy-five Confederates had already
been buried ina mass grave where they surrendered north of
Tiptonwille, Some may have died from wounds suffered in the
Union attack, but many of the soldiers were probably ill. The
Arkansas soldier Thomas l.m'kridgn mentoned earlier had
written o us mother that *T have been puny for 3 or 4 days.”
An article in the Weekly Wisconsin Pacrior of Madison in carly
May noted that the eight-day trip for the prisoners sent directly
e Madison was very difficult. The ship from Cairo, [llinois,
was apparently so overcrowded that it could not be kept clean,
The men were probably under-clathed [Thomas Lockndge,
the Arkansas soldier, had also asked his mother to send addi-
tional clothing), and they had poor food ragons and no medi-
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cine. Reportedly, ten of them were buried ar Prairie du Chien,
Owerall, the condition of the southern soldiers certainly helped
determine what would happen when they arrvived at their sites
of imprisonment.”

In carly April 1862, woops in raining were notfied that
southern prisoners would be sent to Camp Randall, and they
began preparing for the arrival of the Confederates. One of the
local newspapers reparted that the barracks were “renovated
and repaired” and some bunks were replaced, although the
complete accuracy of thos statement 1s questnonable. In the fiest
week of May, Licutenant-Colonel William Hoffman, the ULS,
governiment’s Gommissary-General of Prisoners, had been vis-
iing Camp Kandall. He wrote to Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton that the barracks for the priscners “are mere sheds™ and
that rubbish in the camp was leli for the prisoners to remove,

By mid-April the 19th Remment, Wisconsin Volunteers—an
independent regiment organized by Racine lawyer Horace T
Sanders and the enly available troops in Wisconsin ai the time
prepared o go o Madison from Racine 1o guard the soon-io-
arrive prisoners. Lientenant-Colonel Charles Whipple and three
or four companies of the 19th Wisconsin wounld arrive in Madi-
soreon April 19th, and while Sanders was in charge of the 19th
Wisconsin, Whipple was given command of Camp Randall and
handled matiers relating o the [J|"t54_|||ut's.7
The firse 831 southerners reached Camp Randall the
evening of April 20, coming by way of Camp Douglas in
Chicago: and three hundred more arrived April 24 aleng with
Sanders who had accompanied the prisoners from Praivie Du
Chien. The majority of the prisoners were from the 1st Ala

This drawing from 1858 shows the
state fair held on the grounds that
wolld later become Camp Randall,

Alexander Randall was Wisconsin's
govermnaor at the outbraak of the
CivilWar, and lent his name to
Camp Randall
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hama Infaniry, although a fair number hailed from Tennessee
and Arkansas as well, Curiows local citizens anticipated their
arrival for a week, watching every tain that stopped in Madi
son. The Wisconsin Daily State fournal reported that as the
first of the Confederates disembarked from the ratlroad cars,
there were no “tannts or jeers,” and that the prisoners
“hehaved well.” Some fairly good-natred exchanges did rake
place. As the prisoners marched w the camp, one local vocal-
ized his opinion about the power of the Union, w which a Con-
federate rephed: 1 reckon vou are one of the stay-at-home
kind—to do the windy work,” When the next group of prison
ers reached the camp on April 24, probably by way of Prairie
du Chien, at least sixty of the men were seriously wounded or
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ill, Guards from the 19th Wisconsin Regiment helped these
indnaduals traverse the ground to the camp. Some local cit-
zens alse tried to make life more comiortable for all prisoners,
both well and unwell, by providing newspapers and oiher read-
ing material, jellies. puddings, and brandy.”

Owerall. the Incal newspapers contended that the prisoners
were treated well and were pleased with conditions at Camp
Randall. Some played ball and cards or read, although the Wis-
consin Datly State, Journal said some “sat in moody silence”™ and
the Weekly Wisconsin Parior commented on some of the men's
“listless amitudes.” Unformunately. one other activity the Con-
federates engaged in was fighting amongst themselves, as did
men in all of the prison camps. George J. Paddock, one of the
19th Wisconsin Regiment guards, described his feelings regard-
ing the prisoners in letters to family members (also with his own
unique spelling), declaring that the prisoners fought “like the
devel.” He said one prisoner killed another when they were
“ruarrling a bow there super.” The next day the killer was
stabbed. The newspapers also claimed that the men who wrote
letters told their farmbies that conditions at the camp were good.
This view possibly reflected prisoners’ feelings during the first
days at Camp Randall. However, Whipple or one of his subor-
dinates read all letters the Gonfederate soldiers wrote, a stan-
dard practice, and it was possible the censor did not allow letters
to leave the camp if they complained too much about conditions
or mentioned the high death rate that developed. One former
prisoner, J. G. B Kerr of Texas, wrote a half century after the
wal ended that the prisoners were reated very well by Whip-
ple, but thar condidons worsened afier the first two weeks when
the ULS. Commissary General of Prisoners would visit the camp
and place primary authority in the hands ol another officer
selected by ham, Former prisoner P. E. Ward, of Gaston, Ala-
bama, also wrote in 1898 that Whipple weated the prisoners well
and that he had “a cherished respect” for him,”

One of the most interesting conmnents made by a local citdzen
was that of a reporter for the Wisconsin Daily Siate_Journal. He
remarked that the southerners did noet sufler the “bullying and
insults heaped upon Union prisoners held by the South, o say
nothing of the starvation and cruelty practiced upon our men in
captivity at Richmond and other poins.” By 1863, the treatment
of prisoners worsened on both sides and feelings reflected the
change, but to read such a bitter view so early in the war is some-
what of a surprise. Probably evenan the spring of 1862 the Con-
federates recelved mixed treatment from the men of the 1%9th
Wisconsin regiment who guarded them, Paddock wrote that
somme ol the rebels were “as nice men as 1 ever see.” On the other
hand, some were “big devels as was ever in the wourld.” He con-
cluded that “T pirty some . . . and some of them T would as live
kill . .. and T will kill them if they cross my beat.”!"

From the first day at the camp it was obvious the two sides,
Confederate prisoners and local, loval Union citizens, under-
stood each other no better than did the Norith and Sowth prior
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to the outhreak of war, When Whipple
allowed Macdison newspaper reporters to
visit and interview the prisoners in late
April, the feelings became obvious. A
reporter for  the Weekly  Wisconsin
Patrioe said he felt almost sorry for the
“rag, shag, bob-tail . . . chaps,” especially
hecause they had been under the influ-
ence of “scheming, unprincipled dema-
gogues.” Whether accurate or not, this
visitor to the camp felt most of the pris-
oners seemed o “lack intelligence™ and
they probably came from the “floating
floodwood of society,” the “fungi of south-
ern peasantry,” What confounded this
northerner most was the reasomng of the
southern prisoners as to why they were
fighting. The Gonfederates said they were
fighting for their “liberties.” The reporter - Ak
replied that the southerners had the same ' AR
liberties as all Americans, such as the lib- '
erty to earn a hiving. A Misassippian tried
ter further enlighten the reporter by telling
him southerners were also fighting for the
liberty to own slaves, 1o which the reporter
answered that only abolitionists called for the end of slavery,
atid they {abolitiomsts) were “odious™ to most northerners, Per-
haps southern men fought because they hated norchern society,
becanse they simply wanted adventure in what evervone
“knew™ would be a shortwar, becanse they felt public pressure
tor join the army. or even because they wanteed wo defend suaves”
rights, Oir, as for the Arkansas soldier Thomas H. Lockridge,
perhaps they fought because whatever the reason or reasons
the southerner had for joining the Confederate forces, they
were the “right ones,” As Lockridge explained in a letter 1o one
of his sisters in late February 1862, 1 hope and st we will
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Gunbeats on the Mississippi River at Island Mumber 10,
drawn by Wisconsin artist Alexander Simplot

Pontoons under construction at St. Louis. Mortars wera
mounted on these pontoons for use in the Union's offensive
against the Confederate Army in the spring of 1862,
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cotmne out victorions at last if we will do as we should, 1 think
God is on our side.” How conld anyone understand the other
side when Gad was on his side? !

Very likely the Confederate prisoners held no love for thear
captors, Many probably felt it was cheir duty to make life dif-
ficult for those who guarded them, and as a result, the question
of discipline was bound o be a central question ar the camp.
It became so April 29 when two prisoners escaped, Since the
camp was surrounded only by a low fence, flight could not have
been overly difficult. The two men were quickly caught around
ten miles cast of Madison. When captured, they said their par-
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ents lived near Madison and they were simply going home,
Whipple, however, made them walk through Madison tied
together as they were brought back to camp. He immediately
ordered a cessation of all visitors to Camp Randall because it
was oo difficult 1o distinguish between loyal and disloyal indi-
viduals. The Daily Siare Journal did report a few days later
that a private in the 19th Wisconsin, one of the guards, had
been bribed by the two southermers, and he was arrested and
sentenced to be shot. George Paddock wrote o his father in
carly May that the guilty guard was being held in irons await-
ing his fate."™
Hoffman arrived at the camp by May 6, and wrote w
Whipple on May 7 that all orders and regulanons to “promote
discipline and preserve good order in the camp” should be
“ohserved.” Before leaving Camp Randall, Hoffman asagned
Major Richard 5. Smith, who was in Madison on a recruiting
assignment, o act for him, He made clear to Smith and Whip-
ple that the former was really in conirol and could issue orders
in Hoffman's name regarding discipline in the camp. It is also
rquite likely that Smith instinited a rule created by Hoftiman for
Camp Douglas in Chicago a week eatlier that said the camp
commander had to hold all money belonging to prisoners so
that they could not use it 1o bribe guards, Smith wrote 1o Holl-
man about two weeks later that camp condifions were “grad-
ually improving” but that there was still an “extraordinary
delay in fulfilling promises to execute orders,” presumably by
the camp commander. Despite Simth's efforts, other cases of
attempted escapes undoubtedly occurred, although the sur-
viving information is sparse. Thomas N. Shearer, a former pris-
oner, wrote in the 1920s that four of his company who were in
the hospital in the camp’s initial days walked away from the
camp the first night there and eventually surfaced in Missis-
sippi. Also, 1 June, two prisoners who were helping care for
the sick m the hospital walked out of the camp and, according
i Smith, probably boarded a wrain headed east or west, Gamp
guards did nothing to apprehend them. ™
Guards reported that their level of frustration occasionally
became intolerable because, they claimed, the prisoners were so
insolent and abusive. On May 16 the sitwation exploded at
Camp Randall when a sentry, Clarence Wicks, shot and killed
a prisoner, This incident ocourred when a prisoner, H. W,
Spears, came out of the hospital building o relieve himself at
one of the “simks” (a ground tailer). Accordmg o testimony given
at a court of mepury, which met the same day, the sentry ordered
the prisoner to use ancther sink, either hecanse the other one
was niot finished or because the guard preferred thar the pris-
oner relieve himsell ata greater distance rom the guard's loca-
tion. The prisoner refused w move, so the guard threw a “small
stone” and hit Spears in the face, At this point, six or seven pris-
phers came ronmng, and Spears’ brother, G. W, Spears, called
the guard a “dammed son of a bitch.” The guard then shot and
killed G. W. Spears. Wicks told the court that he had been
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ordered “to shoot rebels insulang me and did sheot im.” The
H-r‘r‘k{'l. Wisconsin Patrior rep irted that 1l."f]t5|‘:-]‘.-h_‘ had indeead wold
the sentries to shoot prisoners who would not obey or who used
foul language against guards, '

Wicks was supported by the testimony of Sergeant Eber
Hill, who said prisoners would often oy to use the oiler near
guards just to irritate them and that they would often use
Fobscene and sometimes noutinous language™ when told to use
toilets further awiy. As a resule, the three-member court con-
cluded that Spears had been partcularly aggressive and that
Wicks was justificcd in proecing himsell by shooting Spears,
The court, by a two-to-one vote, found it vnnecessary 1o hear
testimony from H. W. Spears, the brother of the dead man. A
few days later, on May 23, Smith added in a let-
ter to Hotfinan that “none of the prisoners who
were present were examined.” This situation
may have bothered Hotfiman because when he
gent a copy of the court's proceedings o Sec-
retary of War Edwin M. Stanton on May 26,
he wrote that he did not know whether the
incuity had been “properly conducted.™ He

did feel that the incident probably had

occurred because of “a want of discipline in
the camp.”"”

The Daily - State  Journal
1[']}::-|'I{'{| 1|'|.’LI k| fiew <'|ﬂ}-'.x [JI"i-:lI' Ty 1hu;. H]l:'ﬁ'l'.-t
episode. another sentry tried to shoot a pris-
oncr when the later called lim #a Bull Run
son of a birch,” bue his musket omsfired, The
only other known shooting incident occurred
the evening of May 16, atter the shooting of

Wisconsin

E'-]|:u~;i|'.\:. "l.*l.'-i[h | :I'i'l||:'|(_'|' r'IL:!-'u]‘J'l'J.' Selse of
humer, the Wisconsin Daily State Journal
reported that with the fall of darkness there

wis an alarm given. A sentry saw rmove-

wnr

ment, and thinking an escape attempt was
taking place, he fired. He hat lus itended
target and it (_'L'l”i'i]lﬁVd. The |.I].Lf:i'| iver A dead
vagrant dog. The sentry had challenged the
dark figure, but according to the newspa

pet, the “dog made no J':'J'Il.'f;..".:'

Henry Halleck was headguartered in
St. Louis and directed the theatre in
which Island Number 10 was
located. In July 1862 Halleck
became General-in-Chief of the
Union armies, headguartered in
Washington, DuC,
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The most important concern at Camp Randall was the
death rate among the prisoners. Immediately after prisoners
arrived at the camp, the local newspapers began keeping a run
ming tabulation of the number and names of prisoners dving,
From May 1 through May 7, thirty-one died. Thomas Lock-
ridge, the soldier correspondent from Arkansas, was number
two on the list, By May 10, fifev-eight had died, and evenrually
the number would approach one hundred and forty. In early
May, Joseph A, Potter, Assistant Ouartermaster at Camp Dou
glas in Chicago, waveled from Chicago to Madison o investi-
gate the “sitwadon and conditon” of prisoners at Camp
REandall. He reported that he found conditions “even warse
I:]I;|r'| ]I.}lhhl,‘l'rl. I 'F'lf:l'l-'(] to me,” -[-]I{' |]|H['ﬁ[ﬂ|. \k-i1]'| |'I.l'-!|]'|||.f‘|l:|l‘l:'{|,
sick, was ina “terribly bad condinon.” Some of the men were
lying on the bare floor, and he felt many were dying because of
a lack of proper care and atiention, For Potter to make these
comments, conditions at Gamp Randall must have been fairly
bad—considenng that Camp Douglas was already becoming
"a ki]lil'lj__: .L:'I'I}I L'|'|[l -!'Il.l":lt'h[i]l'lll.'l_'..“ Aul'lll“(]iﬂH 2 a recent !-llll,l,:.' of
that camp. Potter blamed the doctors, the camp commander, or
both, and on May 1 sent his findings to Hoffman, Paddock,
who helped bury the dead Conlederates, teli some remorse
regarding the deaths. He wrote to his father that the rebels have
a “hard ome here they dye off hike rotten sheepe.” He added
that “when they are ded we take them and put them in toa hag
and throw themin to a grave and cover therm up and go and get
an other one.”"

Funmors of poor conditions at Camp Randall, and news of
the death rate among the prisoners spread rapidly in Madison,

Captured Confederate soldiars at a train depot in
Chattanooga, Tennesses, wait to be transported north.
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Recruiting poster for the 1%th Wisconsin Infantry

The Wisconsin Daily State Journad veported on May 5 tha
there was talk of “gross neglect” ar the hospital and expressed
hope thae the sitnatnon would be corrected. Men from the
Weekly Wisconsin Patriot visited the hospital to see for them-
selves, They found a local physician, Dr, Joseph Hobbins, help-
ing the prisoners. Hobbins was assisted by D, William Al
Martin, asurgeon with the Confederate forces, and Homer C.
Markham and Thomas J. Limon, doctors with the 19ih Wis-
consin Regiment. On May 4 Martin responded to the rumor of
gross neglect published inthe Wisconsin Daily State Jourmal the
previous day, He said the doceors were doing evervihing possi-
ble for the men, and that readers should be informed many of
the Confederates were already ill when capmred and that those
who came up the Mississippi had suftered greatly on the boat.
The Wisconsin Daily Stare, Journal then moderated its accusa-
tory tone and stated the newspaper did not mean to blame the
doctors, who told the newspaper’s representamves some of the

prisoners had arrived at the camp “past all hope.” 54ll, the
newspaper did think the men could be better reated. 13
By this time Hoffinan had arived at Camp Randall wo
examine all aspects of the facility. He was visiing camps in
several states as ordered by the Ouartermaster-General,
Brigadier-General Monigomery G. Meigs of the army. In
a report to Secretary of War Stanton, Hoflman said the
camp was not set up well, the guards of the 19th Wiscon-
sin were poorly armed and lacking disciphne, and the sick
were “ina very bad condidon,” He et the doctors were
probably unequal o the task of caring for the prisoners,
Something thar shocked him a grear deal was the disap-
pearance of medicines, The camp had recerved 165 pint
bottles of Tiquors to use as medicine from Chicago, what
should have been a six-month supply for the Regument
and twelve hundred prisoners. All of the medicine was
gone in Bive days, As a result, Hollinan erdered thar the
local physician, Hobbins, be put in charge of the sick
prisoners on a full nme basis at a salary of one hundred
dollars per month, and the doctors of the 19th Fegi-
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Madisonian Dr. loseph Hobbins attended the sick
Confederate prisoners.

110

wisconsinhistory.org


http://wisconsinhistory.org

Thirty-five years after the war, former prisoner B E.
Ward expressed gratitude Ina letter to Major Frank
Qakley, He was thankful to both Colonsl Whipple
and the Orderly Sergaent of the 19th for thelr

kind treatment of him at Camp Randall.

ment were ordered to attend only o the men of the
19th Begiment. Then Hoffman dirccted that three
Confederate doctors from Gamp Douglas in Chicago
be sent o Camp Randall 1o aid Hobhins. However,
these men did not stay, The southern doctors consid-
ered themselves non-combatants who were allowed
to leave the camp to go into the town, When the camp
commander denied them this privilege they refused
1o waorly, s0 the commander ordered them back 1o
Chicago. Lastly, Hoffinan divected that the hospital
building should be repaired and that samtation in the
camp should be improved, He did add in a letter to
Smath that Confederate privates could be used as
nurses, and the sick prisoners should have clean
clothes, sheets and pillow cases, and bathing tubs.

Informmately, the number of sick contnued w be
high. In late May, when Hollman ordered all Camp
Randall prisoners who were well enough to ravel
sent to Camp Douglas in Chicago, 238 of the 1,036
prisoners were 1L

Although Holfman may have brought about

improved conditions (it is not known if his reforms
acmally ok place), his career as Commissary-
Greneral of Prisoners is certainly controversial,
Although he ordered reforms, Hoffinan abways
told subordinates to do things as cheaply as pos-
sible, In letier after letrer 1o oflicers in charge of
helping sick prisoners, he always told them w
he parsimonious. For Camp Randall, Hoffman
instructed Smith that the prisoners be kept
clean. Smth should create a hospatal fund by
not using all the provisions offered by the con-
tractor, As Hollman said, if Smith could with-
hold “any part of the ration . . . without harm
let it he done,”™ so Smith could use the
money saved to purchase furmiture and
other items for the prisoners. On May 23
Smith wrote to Hoffiman thar by reducing

ratons for the prisoners at Camp Randall he had purchased
for them (“very cheap from the State™) a thowsand combs, five
hundred towels and about twenty-two dollars of wbacco, Hoft-
man’s superior, Megs, encouraged such frogality by declaring
that prisoners were only enttled to one ration per day. Did cut-
ting raticns for all prisoners have a negative impact on health
and relegate more men w the hospital and possibly a grave?
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Confederate prisoners accasionally

had time to make things—such as

this horse hair finger ring given to Colone|
G.E. Bryant by an unidentified prisoner,
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Hoftman carried out a policy of thrift demanded by the army,
but in the process he may have done more harm than good as
far as the prisoners were concerned in all camps,™”

In late May 1862 rumors quickly circalated around Macdi-
son that all prisoners were going o be sent to Camp Douglas
in Chicago, What was a ramor in the Wisconsin Daily State
Journal om May 28 developed as fact the next day when the
newspaper announced that the 1%th Wisconsin was “to leave
speedily” and that Hoffiman had ordered all prisoners to be
sent to Ghicago except for those oo il tw ravel, On May 30 all
those capable of enduring the jouwrney lefi on twenty-three
freight cars for Camp Douglas. The 19th Wisconsin Volunteers
accompanied them in three coaches, on their way to the war
frontin Virginia. At least one hundredill prisoners, a few Con-
federates to act as nurses, and a small guard of fifty men of the
19¢th Wisconsin Volunteers were left hehind at Camp Randall.
O June 22 Smith reporied to Hoffman thar he had sent about
fiarey sick prisoners to Chicago in early June and planned to
send about fitty more the next day. That would leave only
twelve to hifteen n the hospital, according to his numbers. The
Weekly Wisconsin Patriot reported in late June that there were
still tweniy men remaining at the camp, although this number
probably included the Confederate attendants. Smith told
Hoftman in a lewer that just a few days earlier, two attendanis
in the hospital had walked away from the camp and that the

guards made no effort 10 apprehend them, Smith also reported
during the first three weeks in June at least twenty-five to tharty
prisoners had died, bringing the total dead 1o 138.%

The small mumber of sick prisoners and the handful of Con-
federare auendants remained ar Camp Randall another
month, Smith wrote to Hoffman August 22 that when the last
group of men left, there were only five or six left at the camp
tor dies as well as two or three attendanes, making eight in all.*
Smith told Hoffman that four of these men had asked o take
the cath of allegiance, which he had adminisiered o them.
They planned to find work in Madison and save money o pay
for a return trip to their homes in the south when there was no
danger of being forced back into the Confederate forces, The
other four, according to Stath, were “doing good and faithiul
service” at Camp Randall and asked to remain there, Smith
asked Hoffiman if he would allow them w do so, but no reply
could be found,**

Thus ended Camp Randall’s fime as a prisoner of war
camp. Following the Civil War, buildings were sold or
destroyed and the land put to other purposes. It was lucky that
the camp was not the destination point for even more prison-
ers—iwelve hundred prisoners or so on ten acres was bad
enough, considering the amount of human waste and poteniial
spread of disease, The prisoners at Camp Randall, in their
brief stay, probably experienced very similar treatment to that
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Picture from Harper's
Weekly, April 5, 1862,
showing Confederate
priscners at Camp Douglas,
Chicago. Camp Douglas
was a notorioushy heinous
camp for war prisoners.
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of prisoners in other camps, both good and bad. When some
of the first Confederates arrived at Madison by way of Camp
Donglas, they declared that Camp Randall was defimtely bet-
ter, OF course, the camp had just been opened. When they lefi
in late May they said they preferred 1o stay in Madison and
that they had good water and good weamment. No doubi, by
that time they would have known of the growing reputation of
Camp Donglas as a horrific camp,

Because there is very Little information on life at Camp Ran-
dall compared to what historians know about life at the major
prisoner camps, it is very difficult 1o draw exact conclusions
about the life of the prisoners at Camp Randall. Perhaps the
best we cansav is that Camp Randall was no Eden, but neither
was it the hell deseribed at Camp Douglas in Chicago and
many of the other prison camps. ¥4

Camp Randall death register
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MRS. WATERMAN’S BOYS

hen the Confederate prisoners held at Camp Randall
were removed in the summer of 1862, they lefi behind
138 of their comrades who had seccumbed o illness and
circumstance while detained in Madison. The graves of these
men-—in the northernmaost Confederate cemetery —were under-
standably forgotten by a populace faced with escalating Union
casualtics and the hardships and shortages brought on by the
Civil War. They had fallen into neglect by the time southern-
born Alice Whiting Watermnan meved o Madison in 1868,
Alice Whiting Waterman was born in Baton Rouge,
Lowisiana, on Octoher 18, 1520, |'.l”|. maoved with her family to

New York City when she was ten A widow by

10 31500

the tme she moved to Madison, Watcrman
worked as a housekeeper, and later a landlady, ar
the Vilas House Hotel for several vears after her
arrival? Although she lived in the north most of

3
e

her adult life, a friend of Waterman’s explamed
that she “had always a grear affecnon for the
Southland,” an affection that became apparent
a few vears atter her relocation to Madison when
she learned of a section of Forest Hill Cemetery
that was the final resting place for over one hun-
dred Confederate soldiers,

Watertnan cleared each gravesite of weeds,
placed mounds of carth above the graves, and
planted rees and a hedge. She also had a
wooden fence buile around the section of the
cemetery known as
replaced the original grave markers with a

“Gotfederate Rest™ and

paitited board bearing the name of the deceased

soldier, his company and regiment. and the date of his death,
For close to thirty years, Mrs. Waterman faichfully took care
of Confederate Rest, planting flowers, replacing the boards
marking each soldier’s grave three times, and replacing the
original wooden fence with a stone border on which she spent
the final five hundred dollars of her savings.” She also planted
a hedee around the graves, “to keep the cold wind off my
hoys."® Mrs, Waterman hoped to place a marble monument in
the cemetery that would bear the names of the Confederate
soldiers buried there. Unfortunately, Mrs. Waterman's livel
hood was lost, and her plans went unfulfilled at the ime of her
death in September 1897,

Watcrman's efforts did not go unnoticed, She was reportedly
encouraged and assisted in her efforts by then-governor Lucius
Fairchild, and later received offers of assistance [Tomn acting
Madison mayor B. . Stevens and other city officials.” Fairchild’s
successor, O, C. Washbum, along with a contingent of former
Union soldiers, placed flowers on the graves Mrs, Waterman

Alice Waterman took upon
herself the work of cleaning
up the section of Forest Hill
Cemetery where Confederate
dead werne buried.

DSl
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=ared for so meticulously, hecoming the
first narthern governor 1o honor the
Union’s erstwhile enemies buried in
northern soil” For many years there
after, Wisconsin governors continued to
decorate these Confederate graves in
Forest Hill Cemetery on Memorial I'_!:Jq;.
a tradition the Confederate Veterans®
Assoctanon called a “beaunful and
wuching ribute,”"" The Association
also noted that the atention paid to the
graves exhibired “a more than excellen
spirit on the part of the good people of Madison and encourage
s to believe that in that city ar least, the war with all its am-

v sl
rncsities, las long been at an end.

After her death, Mrs, Waterman was remem
bered fondly i the Confederate Veteran, and
hlajor 1. W, Oaldey, who had taken Mrs, Water-
man mto his family in 1583 when her property
was lost, received letters from several Confederare
veterans expressing ther grattude for Mrs,
Watcrman's work. Oakley also received offers
for donations o build a suitable monument for
hlrs. Warerman, who was buried at her reques
near “her Boys” in Contederate Rest.'* Dona-
tiens were collected throughout the south, and
although the Spamsh-American War delayed
fundraising, Mrs. Waterman had her kindness
repaid on June 13, 1906, when the Daughters of
the Confederacy erecied a marble monument
beaning her name and the mscription: *
in loving memory by the United Daughters of

the Confederacy of Mrs. Alice Whiting Water-
3k

Erected

man and her boys’

Confederare Rest, which is part of Madison’s Forest Hill
Cemetery, is still maintained by the Cire of Madison, and can be
visited on the any's near west side at | Speedway, Madison, W1
33705, For more infornzaton on visiting Forest Hill Cemetery, call
(G08] 266-4720 or email: foresthilleemetery@cimvolinadison. com.
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Confederate Rest, the section of Forest Hill Cemetery at Madison
where Confederates who died while at Camp Randall are interred,
wias surrolnded by the wooden fFence Mrs. Alice Waterman buillt,
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s we look out onto the built landscape of Wisconsin, it is

our unnmstakable conclusion that gas stations are among

the most ephemeral of all buildings. Where hundreds of
single-purpose gas stations defined by familiar and personal serv-
ice onee stood in Wisconsin's largest cities and dotted i high-
Ways andl busy corners, nrl]}-' handfuls remaim. Today we [l up
anonymously ar convenience stores, often paying ar the pump
with no human interacton. Statdons have fallen victi to com-
petition, ohsolescence, changing transportation needs and hous-
ing patterns, as well as soronger environmental regulations.
Historic stations are becoming a rarity: those that remain are
artitacts of the twentieth eenmiry’s struggle to accommadate the
revolutionary changes brought by the antomobile,

Built for a speciabzed use in a highly competitive business,
the majority of all gas stations ever constructed n Wisconsin
have already been demolished. Many had a useful life of no
more than a decade before their owners replaced them with a
new station, remodeled them to keep up with marketplace
trends, abandoned them, or adapted them o a new use, All
but the most modern gas stations inchaded in this book are rare
survivors, and cven those face only a slim chance of surviving
umntil the public sees them as something worthy of preservation.

Nostalgia for full-service stafons is strong in the generations
that grew up with them, Rehert Broetzman’s personal nostalgia
for the 19405, when he hand-cranked gas at the visible pumps of
has father’s station, led him to rescue the Town of Maple Valley
filling station to serve as a backdrop for his growing collection of
pumps, signs, and accessories, The rescue and purchase of Frank
Seneca’s station—a pagoda-style Wadhams staton that has
hecome a treasured landmark—by the City of West Allis and is
restoration as a local museum is a civic commitment to auto-
mobale history, Stories like these are being repeated in Wiscon-
sin commumtics such as DePere, Brooklyn, and Independence
as we awaken to the realization that i we don't act soomn, these
humble buildings will vanish and their siories will be losr,

It is hard to imagine that similar nostalgia will compel us to
someday preserve the bland, bosy converience stores that have
replaced full-service stations. Unlike the friendly personal serv-
ice of the past, modern gas dispensing—thanks to pay-at-the-
pump—no longer even requires a face-to-face transaction. Gas
retailing has become impersonal. Like the neighborhood vayv-
ern, the corner grocery, and the local hardware store, the
neighborhood gas station has fallen victim to larger, more effi-
cient, cost-cutting operations, physically removed from us and
anly tangentially connected to our lives. Although many of us
value the speed and cotvenience of new stations, the rich social
dimension that marked gas stations of the past has been lost.

Gias stations have mirrored changes in the broader coloore
that gave rise to them. From the crude shacks of the early twen-
tieth century onward, statons changed as the social, economic,
and political forces that created them evolved over dme. Gas
stations plaved a pivotal role in our aun age. Their builders
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pioneered auto-related community planning, giving birth to
the commercial strip and creatng prototypes for nearly all
detached “drive-in” structures. Gas companics were at the
forefront of the development of twentieth-century corporate
image through the use of consumer psychology and market-
ing, The surviving stations of each era are three-dimensional
slices of our past, objects that tell the stories of time and place,

We imvite you to hit the road and explore the gas stations pre-
senteel in Pl er Lp, or those remainng in your communitics, and
reflect upon the historical patterns of change that ereated them.

MONROE
1323 NINTH STREET
larence “Shm” Freitag's new Pure Oil service station cre-
ated a sensatuon in 1935 when the local newspaper
announced that “an auracive new brick staton, finished
in white and blue, has been compleied. It is of unusual design,
with high peaked rool and weathered copper rim.”

Slim was a big-band trombonist and a pilot who gave [Ty-
g lessons to several Pure Oil Company executives, After his
father, Henry, lost part of an ownership in an automobile sales
dealership, Slim bought a corner lot and buile this sixteen
thousand-dollar station for his father.

The quaint English Cottage—siyle station with its bright
blue tile roof was built according to the standard corporate
design created by company architect Carl A, Petersen. The
domestic appearance of the station allowed 1t to be easily inte-
prated ineo its location on the edee of a quiet residenal neigh-
borhood about three blocks from the ity square. This station
represents the basic standardized plan and could easily be
expatided for larger lots, as was the case with the Pure Ol stanon
mn La Crosse, Larger stations simply began with the cottage-

referred w them as “Lubridomes™) and showrooms—were
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completed with similar rooflines, materials, and, of course, the
blue-and-white paint scheme,

In addition to selling Pure Chl Pep, Ethyl, and Excel gaso-
lines. Henry Freitag marketed tires and batteries and serviced
and oiled automobiles in the Lubridome service bay addition.
Several individuals operated the Pure Ol station after Henry
passed away in the mid-1940s. Simon Meyer ran it from the
early 19505 until the 1970s. Shortdy afier becoming a Union 76
station, the stanon closed. It has housed a water-conditioning
business for the past two decades.

Freitag's Pure Oil Service Station was added to the
Natonal Register of Historic Places in 1980 as an example of
early-twentieth-century architecture used as a commercial
marketing technique and corporate symhbol. Even its down-
spouts were embossed with the Pure Oil monogram.

CEDARBURG
N58W6189 COLUMBIA ROAD
riving throngh the historic town of Cedarburg, its down-
townl streets lined with handsome tineteenth-cenmry
stone buildings, the last thing one would expect to see is
a Japanese pagoda complete with Japanese lanterns suspended
from it Set next w a colossal Givil War—era mill, the former
Wadhans service staton warranis a seconcd look,

COUSTRSY OF A WALTERS

Well-knowm Milwaunkee architect Alexander G, Eschweiler
designed the exotic station for the Wadhams Oil and Grease
Ciompany of Milwankee in 1926, His groundbreaking designs
for the company capiured the excitement and adventure of
mravel. Fschweiler's innovation was imagining architeciural
design as a marketing device: the pagoda became yet another
piece of corporate magery, Joining gas punips, signs, logos,
and other devices i inprinting the corporate identity on the
customer. Upon seeing the bright red metal ale roof with its
flared eaves, motorists immediately knew they were approach-
ing a Wadhams station,

When it opened, this station featred women’s and men's
restrooms and office space. Two large plate-glass windows
showcased products available for sale. Mult-pane windows
spanned the length of the two sides of the stucture. In the
back, a sizable garage space with a pit and, later, a hoist,
allowed for greasing, car washing, and other services,

Known as Billy's Service Station, the structure was built for
William Schnabel. Although it rained nonstop on opening day,
November 13, 1926, 288 curtous motorists pulled through the
pumps and purchased 1,805 gallons of Wadhams gasoline,

The station continues to be owned by the Schnabel fanily,
William's daughter. lKay Walters, the current owner, spent
much of her childhood there, One of her tondest memories is
playing on a swing that her father hung from the garage hoist,
which he designed and built himself.

More than one hundred of these eve-catching Wadhams sta-
tons were Dl in Wisconsin between 1917 and 1930, but only a
handful of them remain. This unigue strucoure, which now houses
a jewelry shop, is on the National Register of Historie Places as
part of Cedarburg’s Washington Avenue Historic District,

STURGEON BAY
253 MICHIGAN STREET

good location is imperative to the success of any gas sta-
tion, Since the 1930s, this busy corner in Sturgeon Bay has
been the site of a succession of gas stations that have con-
tinually evolved to reflect changes in the gas-retailing incdustry.

Standard Oil Company, which owned a two-bay, box-type
station here from the 194405 w 19605, Ieased out the stadon o
a sertes of operators, maost of whom stayed a short time. The
station's shiny poreelain-enamel facade attracted the attention
if conntless Door Clounty visitors, who stopped to fill their
tanks on their way up the peninsula,

In 1971, the pressure o make rocm for more puinps foreed
the owners to demolish the existing building and locate a new.
larger station near the back of the sizable corner lot. Fune-
tionally, the stanon was simply a bagger box-type design, now
with three service bays; its CGolonial-style exterior was a
response o the growing popularity of Colonial- and ranch-
stvle desions in the 19%60s and 194705, Perched on the edge of

1
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the transition to seli~service, the station offered one pump
island devoted to full-sérvice and two slands with self-service,
The owners clearly stll relicd heavily on vehicle-service rev-
enues in the two service bays, bt a car wash occupied the third
bay. This arrangement lasted nearly mwo decades, before
change again transformed the site.

In the late-1980s, Charles Wiegand (who had previously
leased the site in the 1950s), his wife, Ada, and four sons, Dan,
Dale. Dave, and Duane, leased the staton before purchasing
it cutright a few years later, The family’s success with a large
convenience siore station in Algoma convinced them o apply
the same business model to this Smrgeon Bay location. So the
Clolonial-style station got anather makeover as a convenience
store. The servace bays were replaced with aisles of conven-
ience foods, milk, beverages, and other impulse purchases,

The change made sense for the family business and for its
customers. During this period, large chains of specialized auio-
repair shaps, such as brake and muftler shops, were making
the velicle-service business more competitive, Sell-service
gasoline also dominated the industry. The Wiegands converted
the full-service island to self-service about this tme, mvesting
in a massive forty-five-by-forty-eight-foot canopy over the
pump istands. Steel King in Waupun built the canopy, which
was installed 1o protect customers from the changeable Door
Clounty weather, After many vears at this location, the Wie-
gand famaly decided to get out of the gas-retathng busimess and
sold the station in 2004,

HERMAN PERK

MILWAUKEE
4924 WEST ROOSEVELT DRIVE
n 2001, when the former Copeland Service Staton
recpened as a coflee shop in Milwaukee's Sherman Park
neighborhood, the restored building shined as a new chap-
ter in its long and storied history began, Community support,
lnancial assistance, and a creative adaptive reuse had torned
what was a dilapidated service station and property into a
neighborhood project worth celebraang.
Completed in January 1939 ar an estimated cost of three

thousand dollars, the Streamlined Moderne—sivle station
veflected the Standard Oil Company’s modern image, Walter H.
Copeland contracted with Urban F Peacock and AL G Runzler
e design the station. Peacock, a celebrated Milwaukee archi-
tect, was known for his lavish motion picture palaces (including
the Oriental Theatre), not gas station designs. Yet, as the
Depression years wore on, architects olten welcomed projects
ptsicle their specialty o stay busy and bring in income,

When Copeland passed away in 1942, his son, Walter Jr.
wok over undl his own death in 1967, Gontinuing the family
business, Wally Copeland, a grandson, ran the station, switch-
ing first to Texaco products, then Union 76, Wally sold the sta-
ton upon s retrement i 1991, A few vears later, back taxes
and contamination ssues alinost resulted in s demohtion,

Facing a daunting task, Bob and Patrice Ohn became the
new owners in 2001, They harnessed the energy of local resi-
dents, sach as Cliff Leppke, looking w revitalize the abandoned
property and took advantage of city, county, and state fand-
img, including a brownficld cleanup grant from the Wisconsin
Department of Commerece. The project also made use ofa new
state law that made it casicr for cities to return tax-delinguent,
comtaminated properties to the tax rolls.

The Sherman Perk coffechouse now serves as a comimuniry
gathering place. Borrowing from service station design and sig-
mage, the new owners even placed the words “coffee™ and “cap-
puceine” over the former service doors that once read
“greasing” and “washing.” The adaptive rense of the former
Copeland Service Station is a model for the rehabilication of
pther derelict stations—an example, as one neighbor notes, of
hiow to five with history, @
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MORE TO IT THAN MEETS THE EYE

“]]SC()NSI EXHIBIT PRESENTS

Too often a cultural object or work of art  :
must be a masterpiece or an original :
one-of-a-kind to be considered a
“museum treasure.” But even an E

item that appears ordinary or :
commonplace may have an unusual

or unexpected story in its history.

THE “MONSTER BOWIE KNIFE” OF JOHN FOX POTTER

oliticians have waditionally bestowed gifts on each
P other as expressions of support or gratitude, Usually

these are token in nature, but this iterally larger-than-
life pocker knife svimbolized the political discord that led o
the Ciial War,

Omn April 5, 1860, Republican Owen Lovejoy of Tinois
delivered a Bery anti-slavery speech in the House of Repre-
sentatives, Representative Roger Pryor, a Democratic seces-
sionist from Virginia, objected to Lovejoy's bellicose manner,
but Wisconsin's John Fox Potter rose to Lovejoy's defense,
arguing that he be allowed to express hunsell,

H-\:]i{:\'i.nl_( that Potter offended his honor, ]]I‘}-'::I' (']!}1]]ui!5’vn]
him o a duel, Potter accepted the challenge and chose to Gght
with bowie knives. Pryor refused because the selecton of
weapon was considered “vulgar, barbarous, and inhwmnan™
The situation escalated anal pobice arrested both men o keep
the peace, and the duel never occurred, Ar the 1860 Rl‘.pu]}-

ST 27 PHOND Y T HEIVA N

Ll DOLIECT #0

M

lican corventon, pro-Umon delegates lrom the slave state of

Missouri presented John Porter with this 34-pound, 6 1/2
looi-long folding knile o commemorate his knite fight “vic-
tory” over Roger Prvor It was a highlight of the convention
and earned natdonal press exposure.!

Note: 1. Oniline cxcorpt at htig: v wisconsinhistory.org/ muuscum fanchnves U035 58, s
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UNIQUE OBJECTS WITH FASCINATING STORIES ¢y joc xaper

MEMENTO OF A PRESIDENT

his simple plaid shawl reveals a story that is anvthing but ordinary,
for it once wrapped around one of the most important presidents in
American history, Abraham Lincoln wore the shawl in 1861 on his
qourney from Springfield. Hhinos, w ns inavgoragon, and at later nmes
during his }m‘ﬁid:tm‘y. Aler lus assassination, Mary Todd Lincoln gave
the shawl to Anderson Ruttin Abbatt (1837-1913), a black doctor from
Toronto, Canada, whom Lincoln had belriended during the war, Abbott
served as a civilian surgeon in three Army hospitals inthe United States,
[na 1901 article, Dr. Abbott explained his connection to this impor-
tant piece of the president’s personal property:

The remaining weeks that Mrs, Lincoln spent in the White
House, after the removal of the President’s body o Springficld, 11,
were spent in disposing of her late hushand's personal effects, Sev-
eral articles which he valued very much, and which were much
used by him, were given away as mementos o his friends. The
writer received the plaid shawl which Mr, Lincoln was frequently

e e 2 e = seen wearing of a chilly
|

1RART

evening when going to the
War Department o consult
Mr. Stanton on important
state business.

TCACATD P

|

‘ The shawl was passed down
from D, Abbott to his grand

It son who, while residing in Wis-

| comsin, lent the shawl w3
| traveling Lincaln exhibit in the
R i 4 4 I| Wisconsin Historical Society’s
: | Historymobile, before eventa-
ally donaring itin 1963,

| Dr. Abbot
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BASCOM HILL'S FAMOUS FLOCK

lastic pink flamingos typically

grace front yards or gardens,

This partcular flaminge was
part of one of the greatest pranks
e American collegate lore. As
Universiry of Wisconsin-Madison
students made their way up Bas-
com Hill on the firse day of
classes in 1979, they were greeted
by a sea of 1,005 pink flamingos.
Members of the now-legendary
Fail & Shovel Party had planted the
birds on September 4. The pink
flamingo flock represented a celebra
tion of sorts for the Pail & Shovel Farty,
which had won re-election to head the
Wisconsin Student  Association. The
admittedly absurdist party had tormed pri-
marily as a joke while campaigning in the
spring of 1978, Contrary to even their own expec
taticons, they garnered enough votes iowin a plurality,

Draring their first vear in office, the Parry speni budget funds on such
things as a toga party for ten thousand people and a partial replica of the
Stame of Liberty that they placed on the winter ice of Lake Mendota, The
next year, the Pail & Shovel Party president, James J. Mallon, and vice-pres-
ident, Leon D, Varjian, dared the student body to be “nuts enough™ to “go for
it all” by re-electing them, Apparently, there were enough TIW sindents who
were up to the challenge.
The flock did not last long, as the flamingos were plucked by stadents as

souvenirs, but the famous scene continues to sell postcards o this day. Mallon
and Varjian salvaged this flamingo and donated it to the Historical Society,”

MNote: | Chline excerpt at I'|||;:|".‘|-.'|.n-;1-.'iy:|:||'|5j|t||i-|n':'.'n|'_T_|'|'|:r_q'_~l,|11;.'||1:'|'-.l.q-_-.'lll_ll-:il:|!l_:n!-|

2= wisconsinhistory.org
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!l‘"UItEST

THE DISPUTED BORDER WORTH MILLIONS

n 1841 Captain Thomas J. Cram of the LS. topo-

graphical engineers and D, l}rmglrrs Houghion, firsi

state geologist of Michigan, had their names carved into
this tree “blaze”—a surveyvor's signpost i the wilderness,
They were complenng a survey mission to define the bor-
der between the Wisconsin Territory and Michigan based
on Congressional orders,

A vear earlier Ciram discovered that the physical reali-
ties of the landscape differed from the legal border descrip-
tion. Cram and Houghton's 1841 interpretation of the
ambiguous Congressional instructions placed the city of
Hurley and munerous iron mines on the Gogebic range
inside Wisconsin, Michigan later challenged the border
claiming that the men erroneously placed the horder too
tar north, improperly giving Wisconsin land worth millions
in mineral and tourism wealth, The dispute eventually
reached the LS, Supreme Court in the 19205, bat the
Ciourt rejected Michigan's claim and upheld the border as
initially placed by Gram and Houghton.'

Note

I Orline enverpt st bitpswwswowleondnhigony oy muscunmartifbeisgarch ey D063 58a5
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DEATH AND SCANDAL IN THE WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE

he negative advertisenients in today’s political climate create a nasty rone that can inhibit bipartisan cooperation but
do not resalt in murder (at least not literally). This typical 1840s men’s vest bears the scars of an extreme in polideal
violence—an actual buller hole,

An 1842 session of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature was suddenly interrapted when one member shot and killed another.
Following a debate on the floor of the Counel of the Legislative Assembly, Charles C. P Arndtimplied thar fellonw Couneil mem-
her James K. Vineyard made misstatements regarding the issue at hand, and Vineyard vehemently denied the accusations,

Following an adjournment, Arndt approached Vinevard's desk on the floor of the assembly and the two continued their
disagreement. Arnde raised his hand and struck Vinevard in the head. Before any other legislator could intervene, Vineyard
drew a pistol and shot Arnd in the chest, Arndi reeled backward, fell o the loor, and died abour lve minuies later,

Bribery and scandal typified the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature in its early vears, and the Arnde shooting did not help
Wisconsin's reputation. Charles Dickens. who was touring the United States at the gme of the incident, even cited the affair
in his American Notes for (zeneral Circulation as an example of rampant lawlessness in the United States, !

Note: [ Ondine experpd at hI|;:-.':"mm'.1.'.'i=-'n|1=-i|'.lli.<|-'::\'.n|;-'_|1:|'.-»q; umfartifacis arghivesy I:IEI'l."l.iL<|'|

gdng Satisfy Your Curiosi
WisoosN 4 4

The exhibition presents intrigning artifacts,
images. and documents along with the compelling
stories that accompany them—including the real

characters and troe curiosiges that enrich our
statc’s history, The exhibit opens in Oceober 20068
at the Wisconsin Historical Musenm., For more
details, visit www.wisconsinhistory.org/ musen or
call 608-264-6555,
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THE ULTIMATE IN FAST FASHION

lassic fashion stands the test of tme; trendy fashion

is a passing lad, This colorful dress made from

paper was never meant to last, but ended up pre-
served 1 a museum because of 1 temporal nare,

Scott Paper Company, with factories in Marinette and
Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, sparked a national fashion phe-
nomenon in the spring of 1966 when it inooduced two
disposable paper dresses. They were oflered as preminms
o promote Scoit’s new line of “Color Explosion™ paper
products, Customers who purchased the dresses paid
51.2% and also recetved coupons tor Scott’s toillet paper,
paper towels, and napkins, When orders for halt a mallicn
dresses poured in, the promoton overwhelmed the Scott
Ciompany. Six months after it began, company executives
ahruptly ended the adveriising campaign., stating they
“didn't want to mwrn anto dress manufacorers,”

The dresses, sold as *Paper Caper™ products, were not
purely paper. They were constructed of an "un-paper™
that the Scott Company called Dura Weve, The mate
rial consisted of ninetv-three percent paper-napkin stock
reinforced with ravon webhing, a combination that made
the material more durable than standard paper and gave
it a more fabric-hke drape,

This colorful “paper” paisley print shift-style dress was
owned by Mrs, John Marshall of Madison,'

Mote
-
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fac's the offbear, the paranormal or the downright odd that

vau crave, there may be no better place to find it than Wis-

conain, Wisconsin's past is full of crazy characters, bizarre
eventts and surprising incidens that somehow didn’t make the
official account of state history—and yet the state would not
be the same without them,

History ism'e a lse of mames and daces, and 101sn't a smooth
ridle to the present day. The stories in Odd Wisconsin present
Wisconsin with all its bumps, broises, and perplexities, the
things that make a place move than a location on a map or an
entry in an cncyclopedia,

Boh La Follette's exploits as a Progressive Era leader are
legendary. but did vou know that when governor, he personally
saved countless valuable government documents and paintngs
during the disastrous capitol fire of 19047 Or that the Bibles
that grace nearly every motel and hotel nightseand drawer were
the result of a chance mecting in a Boscobel hotel more than
100 vears ago?

Some stories are sunply armusing or unexpected, as in, dat
happened here? Others are completely strange and creepy. But
all are true—or at least as far as the people and the documents
that reported them at the nme believed, They are included and
retold because they are an impaortant and intrinsic part of Wis
consin's past and worthy of recogninon as such. All of the tales
todd in Clded Wisconsin veflect veal people, real events and real
reporting from the time,

Ol Wisconsin is your history, my history, our history
and it 1s a history for which we can Feel justly proud becanse 16°s
hard to believe that any state could be as quirky as Wisconsin!

Here's just a sample of the oddity that awaits vou in Odd
Wisconsin . . .

ODD WISCONSIN

AMUSING, PERPLEXING, AND UNLIKELY
STORIES FROM WISCONSIN’S PAST

by Erika Janik

Wisconsin's Own Indiana Jones

Troiting the globe in search of advenmre, Koy Chapman
Andrews suffered bhistering sandstorms, fended off deadly
snakes. and escaped roving bandits to become a world-famous
fossil hunier.

Baised in Beloit, Andrews once said, *1 was born to be an
explorer” and, like so moany other mous sons and danghters of
Wisconsin, he lefi the Badger State as soon as he possibly could,
After praduanng from Beloit College, he landed i New York in
1906, using money saved from s job as a taxadernust, He
applied for a posiion at the American Museum of Nataral His-
tory but was told that no jobs were available, Ever persistent,

Roy Chapman Andrews and his wife Billie at their Connecticut home
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Andrews asked i he could scrub the
mseam floors and was given a job, He
rose rapidly in the ranks, and over the
next thirty years. his scientific expedi-
tioms carried him o Indonesia, China,
and Central Asia, wually with a cow-
hoy hat and a revolver. The press por
trayed him as a swashbuckling scieniisi
who conouered the Gobi Desert and
Mongolia to discover dinosaurs and

recover i'l']il,.'i. He -:|_i|]. in f'a-:r. SUrVive
encounters with
deadly  pythons,
angry whales, and hungry sharks and
was erroneously reporied dead more
than onee as he roamed the world in

Life-threatemng

armed  handies,

the name of science,

Andrews 1s widely believed to
have been a model for the movie legend Indiana Jones, who
alomg with other explorers like Perey Fawcent and W, Douglas
Burden contributed o the archetvpe of the dashing adven-
turer scientist.

From 1934 1o 1942 Andrews served as the director of the
Natural History Museum, but atter a hfe of adventre he prols-
ably dida’t much enjoy the staid institutional halls, He moved
to Cialitornia in 1942 and spent the rest of his life writing aboui
his experiences in several books. His popular books for lay
audiences helped spawn a fascinaton for dinosaurs among chil-
-:]I'L'rl Ihu[ shows 10 :\i;:_':t].q r'lj.'l.\;'I]'IiI'IH |7||'[_\-' 1_&'{";1 I'=s ]:I,l{'l'. .-"Lt'l-c'|r'u'u.-t
died in Carmel, Califorma, on March 11, 1960,

And You Thought Your Vegetable Gardens
Were Out of Control

Aungust in Wisconsin lor home rardeners and cooks otten
micans hllﬂT[:::I Crops of zucchini, cucumbers, tomatoes, and
more. As vou think of clever wavs to bless your neighbors with
piles of squash, just imagine rying to deal with the vegetables
that came [rom the imagimary garden of Allred Stanley John-
son, a Waupun photographer who specialized in the produc-
tion of tall-tale posteards. In these images, produced between
1911 and 1917, Johnson staged [riends and family in elaborate
hackgrounds that he later embellished with enlarged vegeta-
bles and fruits,

Wisconsin's bountilul soils were a primary selling poing for
town promoters secking o lure new settlers and immigrants in
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Immigrant guides
lav Iah]x ]}IZALHI. ] the state's 5 agr icnlraral P wtential, often ¢ |I|Z|'||_’
ll:x.LI]I].)ll'.h of amaznng crop yields and profit earned in Chicago,
Cleveland, and other castern markets, Johnson's tall-tale pose
cards attributed the astounding agriculiural achievemenis pic-
tured o the fertility of Wisconsin soils and the skills of local
Farmers, sustaining animage of sbundance that rural commm-
nities ]||||_‘)|'{| wiould h-'|l: them ETOwW, L

The giant onicns of Waupun

Potatoes enough for everyone. _ .
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The Women’s Fight
to Integrate the
Milwaukee Press Club

'I‘hf: women’s picket signs read “Our

Sex Edited Out,” “It’s Way Past Deadline,”
and “Oldest and Most Archaic” as they
marched in front of the Milwaukee Press
Club building at 125 E. Wells Street on Sep-
tember 19, 1966. The protest began at 12:36
p.m., rather than the formerly scheduled
time of 12:30 p.m., which the Milwaukee
Journal reporter Gordon Gottlieb conde-
scendingly noted twice in his coverage of the
event.' The women journalists were fighting
to get mto the oldest continuously running
press club in the country.” It was a symhol of

Reporters Marlan“Toni” McBride, Bernice Buresh,
Sue Kaufman, and Georgiana Pilley of the Milwaukee the women’s fight for equality occurring
Sentinel, and Mildred Freese of the Mifwaukee Jourmel : . -
picket the Milwaukee Press Club, September 19, 1966. ACIos5 '{hC CDl‘iﬂtI"}f’ 111 th{‘ 196[}5
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The Milwaukee women journalisis issued a press release to
express their trustrations: “When the spittoons were thrown
out of news offices ]Ilt'l.g AL, Yl ﬁ_l[’“l_';l!'_ﬁ T e rid of another
archaic practice. Our picketing today 1s to remand you that yon
are not addressing yourself to this problem and that it is time
w0 act,”™ Tt was a course of action that the w wmen journalists
ook afier vears of discrimination. In a comment responding
1o the protest, Press Club President Bennett F. Wazxse said the
chance of the women being allowed to join was “pretty slim.”
He further explamned, “T'm sure they would not want to share
our only men's romm.”*

The hight to allow women in men-only press clubs parak
leled the fight thar many women faced in order w gain accept-
ance in the newsraom, At most metropolitan newspapers, not
only were women relegated to the women's pages—these jour-
nalsts were often i a different room and sometimes on differ-
cnt floors than the men, The exclusion of women from the
mainstrean media process was longstanding, What makes the
case of the Milwaukee Press Club significant is the process

women participated in to become members, from the fighe for
inclusion—ncluding protests and threatened lawsuits—to the
effort to stop others from spreading myths and creating a
woman-against-woman model in which some women wanted
tor be members and others did not,” Examining the fight for
equality exposes newspapers’ sometimes dark hisiory toward
women journalists,

Fress clubs had been around for decades hetore the Mil-
waukee fight for female membership. For example, the
Chicago Press Club was established 1n 1880 to develop con-
tacts between journalists and local leaders.” By 1919 press clubs
existed in most major American cities, serving the prolessional
and social roles of journalists, These clubs ofien excluded
women, and thus women-only press clubs were established,
The history of these clubs has been explored by historians
Maurine Beasley’ and Elizabeth Burt.® Over the years, women
journalists had made several unsuceessful attempts 1o become
part of men's chibs, such as the fight w become members of the
National Press Club or the Gridiron Club.”

Women reporters were relegated to the balcony in order to listen to a speaker at the National Press Club, January 12, 1968,
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Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson at the Milwaulkee Press Club, Because women reporters were not allowed into the club, they were effectivaly

barred from access to important contacts.

This is not o imply that all press clubs excluded women
orgamzanons such as the Nevada Press Club had already
elected its second female president by 1966." An informal
review of press elubs shows that communites that did not have
a traditional gender structure, such as Las Yegas, were more
likely 1o include women as members, A review of the press
clubs established in the 196G0s shows that women and men were
members, But, it was clearly common to exclude women as
members in many more established press clubs, !

The story of these Milwaukee women and their five-year
fight for inclusion exposed the bias against women in journal
ism in boil its literal and svmboelic senses. The Milwaukee
Press Glub was nor onby a social orgamzaton—it also featured
important speakers and access to criical poliical connec-
fions, 2 After World War I, numerous leaders gave impaortant
speeches at the National Press Club, making news that was car
ried the next day in media outlets across the counery, However,
wornen were not allowed in the National Press Club to cover

. e 13 -
the speeches untl 195577 Exclusion came at the expense of

women journalists” abihity to gather news. The compromise
that the all-male National Press Club members had adopied to

“include™ women journalists that year allowed women jour

nalises w cover speakers from the baleony of the ballroomm. The
women had to stand. however, because the halcony was too
narrow for chairs, According o Bonnie Angelo, chiet of the

Newsday burcan in Washington:

Here were the people in the balcony, distinguished jour-
nalists treated ke second-class citzens. 1 had o cover
the stories there, Some people equated the balcony with
the back of the bus, but at least the bus gof ey |'r*:.]_:|:u]1_. ]
the same destnation just as well, We could nor ask ques-
tions of the speakers. © . - All this standing—it was like a
cattle car. And all the rime you were really boiling inside.
You entered and lete throngh a back door, and you'd be
H’|-:m'|~.r'-'.-;] AT a5 0L well 1]'|I‘||||H|1 the club (UATTEYS, It was

diseriminaton at its rawest. 't

Back in Milwaukee, the women picketed lor inclusion in the
local Press Club. Their exclusion also seemed o carry further
significance, as women had been in reporting and editorial
[ witiens i sechions other than women's sections at Milwaukee
newspapers for vears, For example, Jessica Knowles was an edi-
torial page writer at the Milwavkee Journal,'” Ellen Gibson

AUTTUMN 20008
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Milwaukee's first newspaperwoman, Mrs. H. L Bridgermen of the Milwaukee Sentinel poses with her male colleagues in an 1881 photograph.

.“'r1i'|';'fv1||?l| I'i"_' 1I"lr;.|:‘\'.."|| 'illl"'ii':lli)'."':l i|| 'L'.':'lliﬂ-" ]I'li":'|[ir'|_‘_'; '-Ii.'l |||'_'
19408 and 19505 at the Milwaukee Journal,™ and Laurie Van
Diyvke covered the cvil rights movement and school desegre

gation in 1962 at the Mifwaukee Sentinel. " (Van Drvke went
onh to hecome ]ur-.~:.i-:l|-r'.| of the Milwaukee Press Club in 1985,

This list 15 not an mdication that there was a sense of equity at
||‘H' 'III_"I.'l.\i‘IIi'Illl'I ] ':I,I“ it]l_': |||-|h ﬁ‘ll‘l'_' E";_'| il:"l,]. .“-.IIJ.IIH ||'I'.'|i|f:'l':'_;-'JIHJ.'..'II.
Women's Page Editor Aileen Byan, who had revolutionized
fashion reporting at newspapers,' addressed the lack of oppor

tumities for women in the Milwankee Press Club's annual pub-
|E.;'<|!'5||I|, { rice a 1!1.'-:';4.!, in 1961, |'1.1_. anl wWiole, .:|1'11'." fl':'i'zll.ll s al thie
newspaper: “There 15 no line of promodon for women on news

papers, Women, regardless of their attainments, are not in line
for executive positions.”"

Royan wrote thar this often came as a shock w young women
Journalists beginning at newspapers who viewed them as tools
of correction for social i1'|_il|h!"1-:'-:'. She l:l:!r':'IP]EI ased the views of
naive, new female emplovees, who might ask, “Aren’t newspa
'|||'r'|'|'||'r'| |!|.'_' l:'-:":,'\fll.l?:'l:illllil'l'. ':'l‘l.‘lrl‘ll:l-llll.lh l.'1.|':'||'|'i1||"". 1-|:.."_':|||':'| b

o1 the side of justce, searchers after wwih, exposers of inegual-

ities, fair-minded exponents of human rights?™” Ryan said her
i'"'hl.l'..l“"':' 'l.'ll:'IJI.l.l h':': “EIII-II,' can I?E'Il'!.' |:"|"']||| [ r]]¢|| ||"'|'|."‘\|3'i,5|.l|_'|-
wommen are not even permitted to become members of the
Press Club #<!

I'he Malwaukee Press Club once had a female member,
Edna Dunlop, The membership requirement that excluded
women was added alter Dunlop’s tenure and was not part of
the initial creation of the organization, Tt is not known when
the change barring women was added. She began as a copy-
holder i the Mitwaokee Journal proof room an 1591 and went
on b become a reporter. colummist, and the hirst female assis-
tant city editor at the newspaper.®® She said she was able o
achicve in a male-dominated prolession because she could
“swear well, ™ Oiher women had mentioned that the ahility 1o
overlook curse words gave them a path to positions at newspa-
pers that were otherwise elosed to woemen = Danlop became
a press club member when she sold advertisements for the
organization’s annual report, Onee 4 Year, in 1910.7* The male
mcmbers had decided that she was “as good a man as any™
and voted her in.>
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According to its own history, The Milwaukee Press
Club 15 the oldest continuously operating press club in
the United States, Pittsburg had a press chub earlier, but
it folded briefly during the Depression.™ Afier three
earlier failed attempts to establish a press club in bMil
waukee, “four journalists formally established the Mil
wankes Press Club on November 1, 18857 The cluly's
mission was “to be a means of bringing together news-
paper professionals, as well as elevare the profession in
_u.'-:'ut‘rn]."f"

In 195% the press club began an auxiliary organi-
zation that the spouses of members could join, s
goals were to allow the women to have fun and to “aid
and abet the Press Club. ™ While the creation of this
EI“:JJ;I Wi 1ot g i,'[l,[l'[l.'l.pi (E8] il]t[",‘_’\l'i”l' EI:II.'. E_]l:l.".h‘;u 1']:“"..'..,
s mere creation was threatening,. According o the
Milwaukee Press Club's annual report, “the firse
rumble of feminine discontent with the status gquo
was heard in the spring of 1958, but the entrenched
miales hgured if they didn’t pav any attention to e, it
waonld go ;:»x-;t'}-."‘zi' The discontent was expressed by
the wife of a member, Crystal Bealmear, who
wanited to take part in some of the social functions.
An article about the request noted that Bealmear’s
request comncided with the one hundredeh anniver-
sary of the birth of suffragette Carrie Chapman

Cartt, a Wisconsin native,

It appears that United States press clubs that
were created in later years did not antomatically
exchude women as members, as the tradimonal
structures did not exdse. For example, the Tdaho
Press Chaby, which began in the early 1960s, always
ii_tl:_'ll'l |[I¢'d \'\'ﬂ_l[llf‘l]..‘:‘” ils l:_]_t{l t}ll.' :tllql[lj da ]-ji'l.hf"'i (:11 |E_J.
which was started in 1964." The Denver Press
Club began admitting women on May 26, 1970,
bt it iz unclear if women had to lead a fight o
et in.* Wemen did fizht to gain entrance into
the male-only San Francisco Press Club in the
|_‘<|:I']!..-' 19705, itl:‘ILJdiH;__{ a threatemed lawsuir,
althoughy che bardle included aspects tae ditferens
than the thoze in Milwaukee, The most obvions
difference was the San Francisco club's policy of
men swimming naked in the press club's pool, ™

The cluly, which no longer exists, began accept

mm'.vl:m"rs.r\.n".'.r:_ LY 14, 1950, PAGE &

Mrs. Edna Dunlop,
Journalist, Dies at 95

_Mrs. Edna Johnson Dunjo,
95, the first and only wumaF::
member of the Milwaukee
Press club and awwidely known
NEWSpaper reporter and editor
died Sunday at St. Mary's

reporters and office bovs. She
always had a tender feei'ing for
;r;i youngsters starting out jn
‘spaper work and befriend.

ed many of them, -

Favéred Office Boys

One of Mrs. Dunlop's *'office -
ho}'ls" was Billy Sixty, now .
bowling and go I f writer mr‘ E
The Jqurnal, Whenever Mrs.

unlop gave Billy an errand
she would urge him: "Bjjjy, |
|

run like helj!"

It happened so | —
that Billy acquired trlfeg “:ﬁ:;c}
name “Billy Runlike,* Another
of her eager errand boys was
the late Sam Levy, formerly
BE Journal's baseball report-

In her newspaper day

¥s, Mrs.
Dunlop knew most of the im-
portant people in Milwaukee.
‘-ﬁeran newspapermen claim
she could call th i
first names, nE e
She was a versatile work- F
man. She wrote a column un. |

der her maiden name, Edna| CBY

MRS. EDNA DUNLOP Johnson, and was a drama cri: Ni

n,u rsing home, 3516 W, Center oY e 8 assist Van
5 : ]
e

Mrs. Dunlop, the onl
an to hold thl‘.'FtitIE afas.yxiw ant
tity editor of The Milwagkee
Journal, died of complicatibns
of old age.
She held down a man's job < 2
in-a business which, in the ear. | 108 holP Moy w2 | Wa:
Iy era of the 1000s was for men | Member of Mrs, Duniop’s fam. | .
only. Despite the environment, | !V recalled, “Sometimes she| "'
she nelther asked for quarter | would Bo Lo WI*II ac7 a.m. and Lifﬂ

Mrs. Dunlop used to like
(4]
isay that she got so far in the |
| newspaper business because |
she could swear like a man, |

ing women members in Ocrober 1973.** The Syracuse Press
Club had opened s door o women i the mad-196(0s,
although eftorts by male members 1o change the miles o
inchide women had been attemnpted several times before,
Florida, Florence DeVore started the Florida Women's Press
Cluly in 1951 to address ineguities that women journahsts faced.
['he orgamzation later allowed men to join and renamed it the
Florida Press Club.*

AUTUMN 2008

Dor gave any — excent to
priocub’  TurntoPagel2,Col.5 | N ]
Before the membership requirement that excluded
B In wormen was added, the Milwaukea Press Club had ane
female member. Edna Dunlop joined the club when she
sold ads for the organization's annual report in 1910,
3
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The cover of the
constitution of the
Milwaukee Press Club
along with the interior
page including the
article that stipulates
nowomen are aligible to
membership in the club.

Article 2, Section & of the
Milwaukee Press Club
constitution denied
women eligibility to
membership in the club.
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Yet in Milwaukee the press chub’s membership remained
open o men only, But by the mid-1960s, as socicty was ques-
tioning gender segregadon, the women journalists in Milwau-

outside the press chub was done ar a fime when reporters, such
as the Milwaukee Sentinel’s Maran “Tont’ McBride, were writ-
ing about women'’s rights issues—including her stories on Vel
Phillips, the first woman and first person of color o hold polit-
ical office in Milwaukee,” and equal righs in the workplace, ™
In one of the most well-known examples of MeBride's jour-
nalistic drive, she followed President Lyndon B. Johnson's
daughter, Lynda, on a canoe trip through the Boundary
Wiaters, Lynda Johnson refused o speak to the many reporters
whao followed her, After davs of frustration, while the male
reporters were fishing, McBride and a young female intern
decided o put a note in an empty bourbon botle o get an
exclusive interview,” Before wo long, Lynda came over and
said: “Your message was so ingenious, | just couldn't resist com-
ing over,”" Her “scoop™ demonstrated the assertive jourtialism
practices that were typically valued in male reporters, Her work
demonstrated that she could be the kind of journalist the Club
valued.

Prior to the protest, Club President Waxse was handed a
petition signed by twenty-two female journalists asking for
in¢lusion. His initial response was that the ban was not absoluee

Becanse Dunlop had been a member,
Then he added: “Some of my hest
friends are women."* The Milwan-
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kee Press Club publicly responded
to the protest by creating a “pink
ribbon committee” made up of
“two bachelors and three hus-
bands.”* The committer menthers
said that it would be a concern for
Toni McBride and her reporter
husband Ray,* because if they et
Toni become a member, then Ray
would be a member of the all-
female auxiliary, and this would
Fdisturb the tranguility of the
MeBride household.

This was a tme when the
vity, as well as the rest of the
couniry, was becoming more
enlightened abour discrimina-
tiom  against women.  Betry
Iriedan's book, the Ferninine
Mysiique,  was  released in

1963, and homemakers across
the counury recognized the
feeling thar some educated,

wisconsinhistory.org
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migdle-class women felt without careers or a use of their edu-
cations, Friedan referred to it as the feeling “that had no
natne.” She was describing femnale stadents on college cam-
puscs, many of whom had been a part of the civil rights move
ment and had held conscious-raising meetings about inecuiries,
The President’s 1963 Commission on the Status of Women had
tound widespread discrinmnation m every category it investi-
gated, and states had created their own commissions and fonnd
sinilar inequities.

McBride was aware of ongoing issucs that involved dis
crimination against women and ofien spoke with Kathryn
‘kav’ Clarenbach, Madison chairwoman of the Wisconsin
Crovernor’s Commission on the Status of Women. That con-
nection was strengthened when the commission backed the
wotnetl in their bid to becotne part of the press club. Claren-
bach was quated as saying, *Our major interest in thelr causc
is that women be encouraged (o make a contribution to any
profession. When a professional organizaion excludes women,

this opportunity is not completely available to them,” " Claren
bach was later a co-founder of the National Organization for
Women,

The support [or women's vights aceoss the countey did not
help ehe women as they picketed i 1966, Press Club President
Waxse tald the Milwankee Sentine! that the women jonrnal-
sts should “put thewr own house in order first,” as they
belonged to organizations that excluded men as members, He
also noted that Tomi MeBride was a member of the women-
oy journalism orgamizations Theta Sigma Phi and the press
clubys auxiliary.® She countered that the organizatons were
only created in response to the press club’s han on women,
MeBride said, “Any time the mirls can belong to the same
organization as the boys, they don’t form a women'’s club, ™
Waxse's staterment was part of the debate over journalisim indus-
by organizations Theta Sigma Pha (later called the Association
for Women in Commumicanon), which only accepted women,
and Sigma Delia Ghi (later called the Society of Professional

Press Club picnic, ca. 1900. The club often functioned as a men's social club.
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Journalists), which only accepted men as members, By 1972,
both organizations accepted members of either gender.
Milwaukee Journal reporter Robert Wells wrote about the

your minds.”" The story was covered in the media the follow-
1966 protest in Onee a Year and largely dismissed the isuc.

ing day, including an Associated Press story.,””

The Milwaukee Press Glubs responded o the increase in

i
womenn’s protests by incloding a story inits annoal repore that :E
The article was titled “Not Before 3 pam..” which was a refer- largely dismissed the issue. The two-page story, written by jonr- ;
ence to the organization’s rule that women were only allowed  nalist Barbara Schmoll,”” was featured beneath a mocking :EQ.
as guests of members after that hour. He wrote, “The clamor  photo of fighting men and a cute television personality ina 2
of that valiant band of suffragertes who tried to batter down  mini-skirt perched on the bar langhing, Tt was titdled: “The gals &
the Milwaukee Press Club’s rules against women last year was soby) couldn't care less. Says one: ‘Thave 1o much funat home &
noted with a weary smile by the old timers. They have seen to spend my nonworking hours at that crummy bar™ The E
feniinist movements before.”* The layout included a photo of story hegan with anecdotes, from unnamed sources, about how H
the women and their signs below the cutline: “President Ben  disinterested women journalists were in truly becoming club ::‘2
Frotects the Sanctity of Press Club While Newswomen Picket.” members, It cited an “informal poll of fowrnal and Sentnel E
McBride later wrote that she was unsure if the picket hadbeen  women,” and found that many did not want to join, For exam- &
the best course of action: “If you're black, they beat you and ple, one said “she now hardly had Gime to take out the garbage %
hate you, They just laugh at women, In some ways this is and seruby her floors, much less fricer away howrs at the Press i
harder w ﬁghl."ﬁ" Club.”" The article did conchide with some attemipts ar bal- .
The following year, a female Milwaukes Sentinel reporier
refused to accept a Milwaukee Press Clob Asvard due o the

ance—although even those sources said ulamately they would
not join, Anonymous women expressed the counterpoint that

exclugion of women, Bernice Buresh, who won an award for
her coverage of the National Guard troops’ arrival in
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, during the race riots in the Milwau-
kee suburbs in the sumimer of 1966, was one of the women who
had protesied earlier. It was the first time that a reporier had
dechned a press club award.”! Meanwhile, members of the
press cluly quietly amended their constitution to require a two-
thirds affirmative vote of the entire membership, making it
more difficult for women to become members, ™

E JOLEAAL SETaTInEL

In 1969 the press cluly’s annual publicaton revisited gender
issues in an article by McBride, who was a political reporter
for the women's section of the Miwankee Sentingl. The arncls
furthered her views on gender and the media, She wrote,

Thinking like a man never scemed to me to be a desirable
quality for a newspaperwoman. At least half of the read-
ers are wormen—and besides what is “thinking like a man?™
Thinking unemaotionally? One of Wisconsin's greatest
writers was Richard 5. Davis, and it was Dick’s *emotion

bursting against restraint’ which makes his writing
memorable, ™

Some of the male members were beginning w help the
women in their fight to desegregate the club. For example, Bill
Manley was made an honorary member of the Milwaukes
Theta Sigma Phi chapter for his support of female inchision,

By 1970 a protest against the male-only policy occurred
again, During the Milwaukee Press Cluly's Gridiron Dinner
during which local politicians were roasted, a group of
wimen™” urterrupted the event. They put on their “Milwau-
kee O-Press Klub” skit, which pointed out that the media help
to keep women out of power structures. They cursed at the
men and concluded with “we liberate ourselves, now liberate

o

You'll have to give some of o

ur members time to adjust, ladies.”

Once women wers admitted to the Press Club, they were also invited
to both professienal and social events, As illustrated in the editorial

cartoon above, women members were not necessarily welcomed
with open arms.

16
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the male journalists wonld often criticize organizations that

excluded people of color, vet "ignored their own injustices
toward women.”™ It was not until the conclusion that the
writer addressed the fact that important speakers, such as
Grolda Meir, spoke at the press club,

A committee was created to fight against women in the
membership: Members to Perpemate Camaraderie Milwau-
kee Press Club, According to a letter that was sent to members,
attempts to integrate women “have been consistently defeated
by a large majority,”™ The committee, headed by former Press
Club President Frank Maraseo, made the following argument
n its letter;

The author of the resolution to admit women, claimed at
a remlar membership meeting that we are one of only
two press clubs that do not accept woren. We have doc-
umented proof] based on a survey of press clubs, showing
that there are at least [ve press clubs in addition to the
Milwaukee Press Club, which do not admit women!™?

AUTUMN 2008

Mary Spletter, ane of the newly invited members,

wrote a column in the Milwaukee Senting!

describing the men lining up at the bar under
the painting of “Emma,” who was reclining in
the nude. In this photograph the painting of
"Emma” hangs behind the bartender.

This propaganda campaign was chal-
lenged by a committee made up of several
former presidents of the press club; Com-
mittee of Past Presidents for a Better Press
Club, The committce puthned several

arguments for the inclusion of women, In
part, the committee pointed out that
“with women now so iimportant in our
profession,” there is no reason for demy-
illg WDITIen I]ll'll'll!]t"r'h}li,]'l..ll"i But the com-
mittere also pointed out a more practical
1ssue, It wrote that if the club focused
too ruch omn its social rather than pro-
fr=siomnal functions (a main reason cited
for the male-only pohcy) then the Inter-
rJ;tl R1""..'L';|L'|||* H-:'r"a.-'i:'.:' \l.'u:‘]uld il i.1._\.
tax exempt status,

In advance of the vote, the past
presidents committer issued a letter to
its membership that addressed com
monly asked questions. One of the
fuiest 1ors was “Hasn't thas {]IIr‘_‘:'iHIII. af

women's membership been ‘overwhelmingly defeated’ in the
past?™ The answer was: “No. There has never been a mail bal-
lot of members on the question, Previons proposals tor a refer-
endum were defeated by voice vote at lightly attended club
meetings. ™™ Another question addressed the potential for a
flood of wonen becoming members, The response was “From
a professional point of view, the question is an absurdity. There
are not that many qualified women.”®

A major step forward tor inclusion was reached by the
activisin of the American Civil Liberties Union.™ At a press
club meeting em March 10, 1971, a letter was read from attor-
ney Sandra 5, Edhlune of the law firm Greenberg, Karp, and
Heitzman on behall of the ACLLUL The letter requested action
on the gender discriminatory policy in heu of htigation based
on equal access.” Two club members, Mifwaukee Sentinel
reporters Dan Patrinos and Alex Thien, agreed to join on o
the potential lawsuit for the women.%

Apparently, the club considered fighting the lawsuit. In
meeting minutes from May 12, 1971, it was noted that the
organization had sought legal advice. An attorney for the club
had advised that no valid detense existed for the exclusion of

e
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Aboul the Press Glub's
rule of rules. ..

The, Sals’
sob

coyldn't caié
lesr

Says one: "l have too much fun at home to
spend my nonworking hours at that crummy bar”

RISING whove a Milvaukee Press Club debote that she o
pleesingly personifies, Miss Bunny Roasch times the rounds s
antt- and pro-women membership forces sguare off. On the left

Chick Wegner holds the aponge and George Hernard sheods words

of ercotragement o men-oaly protegonist George Wolpert; on the

right Frank Avkofer kolds toeel and poil and Ben Waxse eradles
the facket of let-the-gals-in warrior Bill Manly. This epic duel

pictured so well by Sherman A. Gessert Jr, — confirues unaboled,

prepenting meblicetion of a firel decision in this or perhaps

any (nce-a-Year,

BARBARA SCHMOLL

photo illustrated an article written by journalist Barbara

Schmell. The two-page story began with anecdotes from
unnamed sources that claimed women journalists were
truly disinterested in becoming club members.

wormen if the AGLU did file a lawsuie.™ In the midst of the
negotiations for a vore for women's inclusion, the Milwankee

Press Club gave awards o two female journalists—Gene Cuon-
ningham and Gerry Hinkley. The 1971 certificates mistakenly
listed the women as men—an act that Conningham described
as “insulting*™ They ripped up the certificates and returned
them to the club leaders. Gunningham said it was obvious tat
the club assumed the top reporters would be male. The women
reporters were becoming more vocal about their second-class
stabus, and in August 1971, the committee voted o present the
proposed change that would include women w the entire vot-
ing memibership,

The Milwaukee Journal covered the voie for inclusion; the
reporter described the orgamzation as “the last major press
club in the nation to admit women.™’! In the article, Club Pres-
ident Mark Ashley said the threatened lawsuoit was a factor,
although the membership had also become more enlightened
about coual access. The fnal voue was 150 w0 27 in favor of
acceptance. He said, “1 think club members finally just came

wisconsinhistory.org
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I dan't care if it has been a cardroom for ages, [t's our

powder room now!

arenind to the conclusion there was really no reason to exclude
wornen.” ¢ Years later, Milwaukee Journal reporter Robert
Wells wrote that the decision *had more w do with club
finances than with the cccasional feminine picket ine ontside
the premises.”™ In other words, the Club needed money and
i it had to accept women to become hnancially healthy, 1t
would, It was not a decision based on fairness or equality,

On August [, 1971, the Milwavkee Journal featured a
photo of several women having lunch with the membership
chairman of the press club with the coling recognizing tha it
was the first day that women were officially admiited wo the
club.”t On September 9, 1971, “Weleome to the Press Club”
letters were sent to thirty-two active female members,™
Another set of letters went ont to another four active women
members on September 15, 1971,™ The form letters invited
the women to attend various professional and social events at
the club.

Omne of those newly mwvited members. Mary Spletter, wrote
a column in the Milwaikee Sentinel describing her first expe-
riences in the Press Club as an actual member. She mentioned
the men lined up at the bar and the painting of “Emma,” who
was recliming in the nude, on the barroom wall. She also wrote
of a clearly uncomfortable man who grumbled “funny, finny,
furmy™ at the sight ol women in the room.’ Newspaper edito-
rial cartoons show grampy men sticking their tongues ot at
the female members as they sit at the Cluby's bar. The women
were able to be members, but they were not necessarily wel-
comed with open arms,

While the women's fight to get into the Milwaukee Press
Club was ultimately successful, the battle clearly uncovered the
chauvinistic attitudes that existed, Women became part of the
newsroom but 1t did not mean they were to be treated as
equals. Entering a male-dominated ficld meant women had w
continually bactle for equality. The Milwaukee Press Club is
the oldest continuously running press club in the couniry, and
it cid 1ts best to uphold raditions that exchided women. The
fight to nclude women was reminiscent of those that women
Journahsts fought to become members of the male-only
National Press Club and finally, the Gridiron Club, These bat
tles are examples of the most visible fights for acceptance in a
male-dominated indusiry.

In further example of how the Milwaukee women journal-
ists felt abom exclusion from the Milwaukee Press Clab, it is
significant to note the story of Aileen Byan, Ryan was the

While the women's fight to get into the Milwaukee
Press Club was ultimately successful, it also exposed
the chauvinistic attitudes that still existed as clearly
illustrated in this cartoon.
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September 9, 1971

Welcome to the Press Club:

MIRARIES, ARCHIVES DERRRT WEKT. MAKLISCRIFT COLLECTHOR 158

Governors
Your applicaticn has hesn approved by the Board of

and the membership of the Mllwaukea Press Club.

AN - R AAIKES

Enclosed is your
wmesbership card.
We hope you'll take the time freguently te enjoy both the
also
good food and atmosphere the Club provides. we look forward, .
ts on the
ing you at the maoy fine professional and social even
to Bed
Fress Club calendar. :
uesticms
The officers of the Club will be glad to field any g

1
or comments you BaY nave. Azaln - walcome.

Sincerely,
lLetter sent to!
IVE 1
mbara Abel Marilyn Gardmer %, R. Rasmussen
gzzﬂld B, Abert Alan L. Gass Secretary

Dorothy W. Austin
Hary F. Cahill
Eleanor Coleman
Patti A. Colla
gandra Cota

Enclosure

Cene Cunningham
Constance L. paniell
Peggy Daum

Carcl DeMasters
Yiplet E. Dewey
Midred Freese

Ione Q. Griges
Lois Hagen

Gerry L. Hinkley
Vivian Kawatzky
Dorothy Kincald
Joy Krause

catol A. Matusin
Mary B. Murphy
Jean H. OLto

Dan Patrinos

Bea J. Pepan

Eileen Frances Powell
Patricia W. Boberts

Eleanor H. Sogsong
Barbara Strain
Laurie VanDyke
Sonya Zalubowskl

ACTIVE I

Margaret F. fahill

Kenneth L. Roland

AFFILIATE
Betty J. Cele

The Milwaukeea Press Club is the oldest continuously running press club in the country, and did its best to
uphold traditions that excludad women. Milwaukee Journal reporter Robart Wells wrote that the admission
of women into the club "had more to do with finances! The Prass Club sent out this letter to welcome

famale members to the club on September @, 1971,

4 1)
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women's page editor at the Milwaukee Journal fram the 19205
through the 1960s—a time when that section was typically the
only place for women reporters. She was a groundbreaking
journalist, winning Pennev-Missouri Awards (the top national
award for the sections| three times during the 1960s, The first
color photos published in the fouraal were from her wip o

The Milwaukee Press Club's yearboak, Once g Year, welcomed women
into the clul with a bright pink cover of the club’s annual report and
by placing a bow around the clubs mascot.

Enrope to cover the fashion shows in June 1937.™ She retired
in 1967, and in 1981 she was nomunated for the Milwaukee
Press Club Hall of Fame. Ryan, however, rejected the honor
becanse she was not allowed to be a member of the club dur-
ing her career. During her career, she regularly argued for
equal pay’” and for equal status at her newspaper.” Ryan
relented six vears later, and in 1487 she was nominated again
and did become a member of the Hall of Fame—an honor
richly deserved for the numerous “firsts” she accomplished
during her nearly five-decade career at the Mibvaukee Journal,
It was her work and the fight of other Milwaukee female jour
nalists whao finally ended gender segreganion at the oldest con-
dnuonsly ronning press elub in the United States,
[nderstanding the reluctance of male journalists to allow
women infto a press club provides context for the small number
of women who have made progress in the news media—espe-
cially in the executive ranks. As the Milwaukee Journals Jean
Ohito wrote in a 1972 article for the Milwankee Press Club:

The woman who was editor of her college paper can
never expect to have the same ttle again, unless she
inherits her father's paper or outlives a husband who
owns one, Chances are, if she's lucky o be hived ac afl,
the woman journalist will find hersell somewhere on the
fringe of the action that drew her to the career.®

The news industry has been a chilly climate for women.
Throughout the 19705, lawsuits forced news organizations to
hire and promaote women. One of the most visible was the class-
action lawsuit, Bovian v. The New York Times. The women
charged that the newspaper’s management discriminated
against them in hiring, pay, and promotions. It was settled on
October 6, 1978, While not admiting guilt, the newspaper
agreed to an ageressive atfirmative action plan and back pay
fior 5500 women® This led to similar lawsuits from women at
numerous media outlets including The Washington  Post,
Detroit News, and Newsday: In 1983 the largest news-gathering
arganization i the world, the Associated Press, agreed to an
out-cl-court settlement to pay $2 million in back wages and
improve its hiring of women and minorities. (When the lawsui
was [led in 1978, the A Ps news stafl was about seven percent
female. ™ Those lawsuits did lead to some change. In 2004 the
percentage of women in daily newspaper newsrooms increased
slightly to thirty-seven percent after a two-vear decline.*

While some progress has been made, barers contmae, OF
all the supervising positions in newspapers, women make up
only thirty-four percent.™ In a 2001 study, eighty percent of
the women surveyed said “exclusion from informal networks™
kept them from advancing to top positions.”™ Maybe it was
those informal networks that the male Milwaukee Press Clab
members were trving to keep for themselves as an edge in a
competitive field. &4
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Bennett F Waxse, membership chairman of the Milwaukee Press Club, lunched with several wormen journalists the first official day women were
admitted to the club, Tuesday, August 10, 197 1. From left are Miss Barbara Strain, Miss Barbara Abel, Miss Mildred Freese, Mrs. Patricia Roberts
and Mrs. lone Quinby Griggs of the Milwaukee fournal, and Miss Genevieve McBride of the Milwaukee Courer,
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DUE 10 RACISM

wo highly anricipated mter-sectional foorball

showdowns benween the Universiny of Wisconsin

TIW H;uLu,'i"r':-, and rthe Loulsiana Stare (LSLD

Tigers collided headlong with the racial prejudices

of Louisiana segregatonist politicians in the 19505
When the Lonisiana legislature and governor passed a contro-
versial law in 1956 to prohibic ntegrated achletic competition, it
resulted 1n the cancellaton of the Badger-Tiger foothall games
scheduled for Madison in 1957 and Baton Ronge in
1958, Wisconsin had not played a Southeastern Con-
ference opponent since defeating Alabama 150 in
1928 LSLs most recent Big Ten foe had been Inda
ang m 1924,

Facial segregaton was commonplace thronghout
the United States in 1956, The United States Hulrt'u.’]n-.'.
Court had vnanimously issued the landmark Brown
v, Board af Education ruling ordering the mtegration
of public schools only two years earlier. The bus boy
cott in Monrgomery, Alabama, was just a few months
olid, and the boycott was only beginning to bring
lorth the Fev, Martin Luther King Jr. as the recog-
nized national spokesperson for what would eventu-
ally become a full-fledged civil rights movement,
[he next vear, President Dwight Eisenhower would
send TS, Marshals and Army croops o enforce the
court order of a federal judge permitting the enroll
ment of nine black teenagers at previously all-white

The Daily Cardinal reported in late July 1956, that the
University had cancelled its games with L5U due to
Loulsiana's “Athletlc Color Line?

by Richard Carlton Haney

Litile Rock Central High School in Arkansas in the fall of 1957,
southern state public unmversites remaimed siricely segregated
along racial lines. James Meredith at the Universiy of Missis

sippi and James Hood and Vivian Malone at the University of

Alabama would break the racial barriers at those institations
six and seven vears in the future," LSU, like most southern um
versities in the mid- 19505, was a racially segregated whites-only
institution both in the classroom and on che athletic field,

in, Madisen, Wis
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e REES T OF BRIRK WILSON

Ticket “issued for a person of the Caucasian
Race” for the 1949 Sugar Bowl played in
Tulane Stadium.

The University of Wisconsin, by con-
trast, had a long history of numerous
Alrican American athletes partcipating in
many sports. As early as 1900, Adelbert
DMatthews pitched and Vivian Ware played
[irst hase for the Badger haseball team. Ware
was elected team captain for the 1902 Big Ten
championship season. Wisconsin track hur-
dler George Poage was the first African Amer-
ican athlete to win an Olympic medal. which
he achiewved in the 1904 games. World War 11 navy veteran
Calvin Vernon won the NCOAA hght-heavyweight boxing
championship for the Badgers in 1947, and was a lillback on
the 1948 foorball team. The 1951 Wisconsan football eam [ea-

turcd All-American defensive hack Ed Withers, a graduate of
Madison Central High School and a Korean War combat vet-
eran, Most Aftican American athletes from southern states
played for southern black colleges such as Grambling and Jack-
son State. Some moved north to play for Minnesora, Ohio
State, Notre Dame, or Wisconsin, as did Sidney Williams from
Little Rock, Arkansas, [or the 1956-1958 U'W Badger seasons.”
By the mid- 1950, Wisconsin was a perennial Big Ten [oot-
ball power under coaches Ivy Wilkamson and his suceessor Milt
Bruhn, who took the reins beginning with the 1956 season. In
the post -World War I decades, most observers recognized the
Bag Ten as the strongest foothall conference i the United States.
The 1951 Badgers, featuring the legendary defensive unit
known as the “Hard Rocks™including Ed Withers and fresh-
man runeing back Alan “The Horse™ Ameche from Kenosha),
is still considered one of the best teams in UW foothall history,
Wisconsin had won the Big Ten championshipin 1952 and rep-
resented the conference in the Rose Bowl, Ameche received the

COURTES Y LMTVERSITY O VFIECEMEh . AT oy ARCHAEY

Heisman Trophy in 1954, By 1957 and
1958, Wisconsin  would again be a

national power, and the teams of 1959 and 1962
both won Big Ten championships and Rose Bowl bads,

In the early and mid-1950s, Louisiana State was usually in
the middle of the standings in the Southeastern Conflerence,
LSU seldom plaved northern non-conference opponents.
Howvever, when Paal Dictzel hecame coach beginning in 1955,
L5U began building toward what would become an unde-
frated nanonal championship season in [958, Dietze] was an
Ohio native, had played college football at Duke University,
and was a World War II veteran who would leave LSU for
West Point in 1961 to become Army's head coach.”

Louisiana Law

During the swmmer of 1956, the Louisiana legislature bus-
ied itsell making certain thar the state’s sports competition
remained segregated, The uproar over the Wisconsin-LSU
foothall games of 1957 1958 was triggered by the January 1956
Sugar Bowl foothall game in New Orleans, when Georgia Tech
defeated the University of Pirtsburgh 7-0. Pit’s fullback was
Bobby Grier, an African American.’ Wisconsin had several
African American players on its football roster, Grier’s pres-
ence on the Sugar Bowl held led 1o the introduction into the
Lowsiana legislature of several new segregationist bills
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Future Olympian
George Poage,
seated on the left,
poses with his
reammatas on the
LW track squad.

throughout the spring and summer of 1956, Since Wisconsin
was the only northern team with Dlack plavers on LSU's future
schedules, the new balls were clearly designed primarily o
exchude Wisconsin’s black players from the coming UW-LSL
games, and to insure that future Sugar Bowl games played in
Louisiana would be by all-white teams,

In early July 1956, the Louisiana House of Representatives
voted 71-0Hor a bill sponsored by Representative H. Lawrence
Gibbs of Ouachita Parish o “outlaw social events and athlesic
contests moluding both Negroes and whites.™ An amendment
oy the bl |!J:,' State Hf‘:ll..;mlt"J. [, De Blicux of Baton R,ngl" L
exclode “athletics™ from the restriction was defeated 50-2, The
bill then passed the Louisiana State Senate 33 -0 The press
reporied that the crowded “senate gallery cheered wildly when
the 330 final vote was announced.” The LSU Board of Super-
visors—LS1s counterpart to the UW Board of Regents—
strongly objected to the legislative action, and had voted three
titnes to urge rejection of the proposal that would bar LSU from
playing racially-integrated teams. Uldmately, the bill passed by
the legislarure outlawed “dancing, social functions, entertain-
menes, athlenc raining, games, sports or contests and other such
actvities involving persomal and social contacts in which the
participants or contestants are members of the white and Negro
races,” Furthermore, it banned mtegrated stadinm seating and
required segregated stadium toilet Facilities.”

For those in Lowsiang who had opposed the law, the only
remaining hope was that Governor Earl Long would veto the
legislation. Long, the vounger brother of Huey “Kinghish™ Long
who had ruled the seate with an iron fse m the 19305, was simul
tanecusly mtelligent, pelitically shrewd, and wnpredictable.
Long’s record on race relatgons was mixed. Although he con-
tnued to endoree Lowmsiana’s segregation laws, he had success
ﬁl]l:n.' l!"[ll I:-I;“:;f.L"I,'t [1_".||'_‘.]'|L"'|' E'I..,i ' 1'|'L:'<|]'tﬂ|‘:~':i L:-1't';|.:_‘|‘. I]l I.hl‘ ];HL' 15:'.3':-13,
Long's wite Blanche was part of a group that attempted to have
the governor impeached because of alleged mental mstabality.
Whether the aming was coimcidental or not, Governor Long
was insttutionalized ina Mandeville meneal hospical soon after
he publicly supported black voter registration. From the hospi-
tal, he continued to function as governar,

Several wlloential people in Loulsiana encouraged Gover
nor Long to veto the Gibbs bill. The Sugar Bowl Executive
Commuitter and the Mid-Winiter Sports Association, which spon-
sored the Sugar Bowl, and the LSU Board of Supervisors all
supported a veto on the grounds that the proposed Law would
keep northern teams, mcluding Motre Dame, Army, Navy, and
other powers at the time from playing in the annual New
Orleans contest. Sugar Bowl officials were likely motivated more
by the potential loss in reverme rather than from a deep concern
for equal righes, Historically, the Sugar Bowl had included a
printed statement on the admission deket that it was for use by
“Claucasians only,” which had led to some hard feelings in the
Washington, D.C., area in 1951 when Maryland played Ten-
nessee in the game.” Father James Molloy, the president of Loy

1

ola University in Wew Orleans, and Texas League (minor league
baseball) President Dick Butler jomed the chorus urging a veto.,
The Texas League had a franchise in Shreveport, Louisiana, and
any ban on integrated teams wounld affect the entire league,” The
L5U coaches and most of the players opposed the restriction,
uhi::]: \u)l,t]d d-:."li'l}' Ih:‘;n Ehe' ||];|,'::;1'1||n'u W 1 |Jl;;z:. t]].l_‘ ”;1&@,’1'5,
Wisconsin State Jowrnal Sports Editor Henry J. MeCormick
wrote in his “Plaving the Game” colummn, . . | the most enlight-
ened and tolerant citizens of Louisiana are going to be plowed
uniler ]J:..' the chest-beaters for ‘white 'i!li'_l_['l"'l:'l'li:'li"\;'.1 el

MeCormick was right. Governor Earl Long signed the
Gibls bill into law because, as he explained with imprecise
grammmar, “The comments T've heard over the state has run
about four to one in favor of 1t - T stenine it T'me going along
with 3 majority . . .~

Evidently, the governor agreed with the openly-expressed
belief of the bill’s sponsor, Representatve (Gibbs, that northern
teams would *. . . put first things first ., " by accepung the cash
profits for playving LU or competing in the Sugar Bowl, Gibbs
added, *“This wall be a strong inducement for leaving their col-
ored players at home.”!!

Tive fl;t:‘-'\' after |.L:-1i.E_’|' :-;igt'lf_'d the law, 1.-1;i=1.'L‘|"1i[}- of Wiscon-
sin Athletic Director Ivan “Ivy™ Williamson said, “lt looks as
though the 1958 game at Baton Rouge will delinitely fall
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through.” When asked about the 1957 game in Madison,
Williamson's reply was, “I don’t know,” pending his forthcom-
ing meeting with the UW Faculty Athletic Board.™ Wilkamson
had been the foothall coach from 1949 through 1955, He led
the team to the 1952 Big Ten championship and Rose Bowl
and produced several All-Americans, including Heisman Tro-
phy winner Alan Ameche. His teams fimshed second in the
conference three times, including the legendary 1951 defense-
minded team mcknamed the Hard Rocks, considered by some
tir be the greatese foothall team in Badger history. He con
tromted the LSU decision only a few monihs atter he had
become the Athletc Director.

Williamson and the UW Macdison Athletic Department did
have a ljl'u.u-_'dvh1 on which to base a decision. In 1939, Colun-
bia, Missouri, was to be the site of a scheduled trmangular track
meet between Wisconsin, Notre Dame, and Missouri, Shordly
before the meer, Missourt informed Wisconsin that the TTW's
African American hurdler, Ed Smith, could not participate
becanse 1t would violate Missouris segregation laws, The TIW
.~‘.I||-.:]:_'t=|1 '|l|'.1.'i."'i]}<1[:ll:'t'. ”.‘if]'} ff';-lr'.:.f.".i'r;-].r, [.-u.-' ].:11.\' H-;'|'|t-||l |:|r.;!n
Llovd Garrison (the grandson of Civil War-era abolitiomst
William Llovd Garrison), the Faculty Senate, Langdon Street
fraterninies and sororities, and Madison's Capiral Times all
urged Wisconsin o withdraw from the wack meet. T'W Presi-
dent Clarence Dykstra and Badger Track Coach Tom Jones
agreed. Wisconsin withdrew from the mwack meet, and Notre
Dame followed suit. "

On July 19, 1956, the University of Wisconsin Athlenr
Deparmment issued the following statement announcing that
the foothall contract with Louisiana State was cancelled:

According to press reports, legislation has been enacted
by the State of Lomaana to prevent interracial parter-
pation in athlete contests there, We have not seen the
text of the legislation, but assume from the press reports
that it would have the effect of denying 10 the Universicy
ol Wisconsin the privilege af selecting the members of its
team without regard to race or calor in any contest
played in Lowsiana,

If this assumption is correct, the University of Wis
consin would be unable o play Louisiana State Univer-
siey either here or there, We have always entered inm g
contract for athletic contests with another instimtion on
the basis that each school would have complete freedom
to select its team members in accordance with the rules
and policies of the institution and of the conterence of
which it 1s a member.

We would be compelled w view any acoon thar amer
fered with this traditional basic policy of freedom of selec-
Hottas tantamonnt to frong a ternmnation of the contract.

We regret that the reported action by the State of
Lonisiana will apparently make it impossible for us to

play Lomsiana State University, particularly i view of
the fact that we understand that the Board of Supervisors
of that institution went on record as favoring natonal
sthedules in all sports without regard to race or color of
participating players.” &

The 1956 Badgers had tewer than a dozen African Amencan
J}|:-!}q:l'=~' on the roster, ]'-il"i'l-:m'{';’ll' L'W Cloach Milt Bruhn was
clearly facing a rebulding season that would bear frunt during
the highly successful scasons of 1957 and 1958 (when they were
o have played L3UT. Bruhno, whe had been Williamson's line
coach, was UW's head coach from 19536 through 1966, He would
lead the 1959 and 1962 Badgers to Big Ten championships and
Raose Bowl games, Wisconsin's star player in 1956 was All-Big
Ten seror hnerman Steve Ambrose, the futare historian,

Coach Bruhn prepares to lead his Badger squad out of the tunnel
before a game at Camp Randall.
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A handful of African Americans became key players for the
Badgers in the 19561959 seasons. Halfback Danny Lewis

[1955-1957] finished second nall-time career rusling vards for

LW behind only Alan Ameche. Lewis surpassed his AllLAmerican
predecessors Howie “The Flying Dutchman™ Wess (1938) and
Pat “Hit ‘em Again®” Harder (1942). Had Lewis been eligible lor
four years (freshman were not eligible for the varsity) he might
have broken Ameche’s career rushing record (Ameche played
for four years, mncluding 1951 when freshmen were eligible for

the varsity during the Korean War). End Earl Hill {1956-1958)

was a sure-handed pass receiver. Tackle Lowell “Gooch™ Jenk
ms (19571954 was a mainstay of the interior line, Above all,

there was Sidney Williams. -

This 1957 compaosite photo of
Baclger foothall players includes four
African American players.

Wisconsin's Sidney Williams (1956 1958
was the first African American w seart at quar-
terback m Big Ten football hastory, and so far as
can be determined, he was also the first 1o start
Fl tlllﬂt'tt'.r'bi-tl‘.}i [ ALy MNOAA Division T uni-
versity other than the all-black southern col-
leges, A native of Litle Rock, Arkansas, he chose
Wisconsin hecause of his desive to study chemi-
cal engineering at the U'W's outstanding depar
ment, In the fall of 1956, Williams was not even
amotnyg the five gquarterbacks on the roster, As a
second-string sophomore defensive safery he
played a palry toral of sixty-three mimures as the
Badgers strogeled to win only one of their first
seven games. Having tried {ive others at quar
terback withont success, Coach Mile Bruhn
turtied in desperation to Sid Williams w start the
final two games. Williams had not played quar
terback in college, but he was a gifted athlee and
an intelligent and conscientions honor sindent in

the classroom. Williams, who ove himsell a crash
course on the playbook, scored the game-tving
:i M Ei.'[ll:il'.:-\‘."l'l!{ |.|:IH;1 ]I;'It 0 Iq [3 r|1'h {ﬂﬁ.‘tt] 15k ]ll_r| |_| I‘”t-
nois and Minnesota, Williams was the starting
quarterback for the next fwo seasons i 1957 (-3
record) and 1958 [7-1-1 record), when he inereas-
ingly shared time with Dale Hackbare (1957
.].\,I:I.:-:".:-.I\. !hl:'\I 1'|_:l'l_l:L-"'E|.t|.ﬂ_'|:_']";I El”(]] |I:'.]'E_].E'|".k I-t'l:l] I ?\'Iﬂ(ﬁﬁi)]]
East High School.'”

The cancellaton of the Wisconsin-LSU sames
in 1937 and 1938 left gaps in the schedules for
both schools. Both the Badgers and Tigers found
replacements, but Wisconsin clearly found higher
gualiry opponents than did LSU, Louisiana buils
its oo CArC for the LS r["r,f_r'w"j hr}' :':t:-sh'i_:'ril:l_g itselfl to ]J[a!_,'i,ng
opponents that had no African American players on their ros-
ters. Wisconsin only needed to find opponents with open dares
on their schedules, The Badgers found the West Virginia
Mountaineers and the Miami Hurricanes. LSU found Texas
Tech and Hardin-Simmons. "

Wisconsin defeated West Virmima 4513 in Madison on
October 5 in the second game of the 1957 season, en route to 3
G-3 record, Danny Lewis was named “Midwest Back of the
Week™ for his performance against the Mountaimeers. On the
ﬁ&ltle’i‘]ﬂ}'. |.f':|[: EI'Hu"||_?i'| I [.tll_lE_]lIl:'[-:.-]:!"!XEI.\;. whu:]'-:‘ E|'||.'::; '|'|.‘-'|.:|'I':w.']}'
defeated aweak Texas Tech team 1914, LSU Himshed the sea-
son with a 3-3 record. In 1938, Marquette graciously shifted
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its game with Wisconsin o the open date of October 4, so thai
Wisconsin could schedule Miami as its substitute game on Sep-
tember 20, The Badgers opened the 1958 season against the
Hurricanes ina might game in Mianm with a 20-{hdctory, led by
the passing combination of Sid Willlams to Earl Hill. LSU flled
s 1958 schedule with what should have been an easy game in
Baton Rouge against Hardin-Simmons, LS won 206, Wis-
consin and LS were both nadonal toothall powers in 1958,
L5 won the national championship with an 11-0 record,
including the Sugar Bowl. "™ Wisconsin finished sixth in the same
natinnal Associated Press poll rankings with a 7-1-1 record.
Several other universities followed the Wisconsin example
by cancelling athletic contesis against Lonisiana institutions
becanse of the racist restrictions on competiion, Notre Dame,
Dyayeon University, and St. Louis University withdrew from the
four-team Sugar Bowl Basketball Tournament that was to be
held m o compunction with the January 1957 bothall game (only
the University of Kentucky remained). University of Pritsburgh
Chancellor Edward Litchfield announced that no Pt team
would participate * . . in any athletic event in which any cne
of its students would be disbarred who otherwise was eligible
under the rules of this wniversitv. . . L \s an educanonal instio-
ton, we recogiize only the criteria of academic and athledc
compeience in determining who shall represent the university in
intercollegiare athlerics.” He furcher explained that even if Pit
were to have an all-white team in 1956, the nniversity waould
still not participate in any game where the university's stndents
and alumm would be forced to st in segregated stadium seat-
ing. Marquette University cancelled its basketball game against
Loyola, scheduled w be plaved in New Orleans in_January
1957, Because travel expenses for one game could not be
justitied, Marquette also cancelled a game at Spring Hill,
Alabama, for the same week, along with a subsequent
cottest against Kentucky, A Wisconsin State
Journal editonial stated with great insight
that, “Governor Earl Long  has
sipmed a hill into law that practi-
cally 1solates his state from the rest
af the world of sports.”
Wisconsin's foothall coach,
AMilt Bruhn, remarked in later
vears that one of the biggest
“what ifs”
career was the lost opporiumty

of his coaching

For has 1957 and 1958 leams o
play LSU, especially during the
1938 season in which LS went
undefeated and won the nadonal
championship. Bruhn expressed
hiz belief thar his reams would
have won both the 1957 and 1958
L5l gnmrr;.j"

LSS 1 PO AT 0N, PHOTO BY 108 HELWAN

W plaved a grueling schedule during an era when the Big
Ten was unguestionably the strongest foothall conference in
the COUnEry, Mol ’fi‘_-' will ever know who would have won the
never-to-be-plaved 1957 and 1958 games, but a look at the
teams and matchups could shed some light on the subject. Wis-
consin was a Big Ten power by 1937 when the UW-LS1UT game
would have been played in Madison. Cuarterback Sid
Williames and halthack Danny Lewis led Wisconsin on the field
with their play and in the locker room by their quiet examples.
Only the opening game against Marquette was a legiimate
“soft spot” and the 1937 team compiled a 6-3 record. LU,
even with fumre Green Bay Packer running back Jim Tavlor
leading the way, was 3-5 for the season, and the only teams
on the schedole who consistently instilled any realistic fear in
opponents were Georgia Tech and ."I.-Iis:-:i-:.-:ippi."“

The 1958 Badger-Tiger game in Baton Rouge would have
been a foothall collision between two great tcams with domi
naiing defenses. LS1 was the undeteated national champion

Alan Ameche, star fullback at
Wisconsin from 1951 to 1954,
left the LW as the NCAA's
all-time leading rusher, having
aained 3,212 vards

in 673 carries, He won the
Heisman Trophy in 1954,

3
i
3
z

Heisman Trophy winner Alan
“The Horse" Ameche’s jersey
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Wisconsin's Sidney Williarmis was the first African American to start at
quarterback in Big Ten football history.

with an 11-0 record {including the Sugar Bowl), Running back
Billy Gannon placed third in the run for the Hetsman Trophy
that he would win a yvear later, Max Fugler was the consensus
All-American center, and Warren Rabb was the Southeast
Cionference’s all-conterence ruarterback, The Tigers outscored
opponenis 275533 during the season, held three foes scoreless,
and surrendered an average of only 1914 vards per game, Only
Dake scored more than seven points against them, but that was
during an easy 5018 LSU win,*

LSU was among the best defensive teams in college foothall
i 1958 and 1959, and captured the iumg"m:nm:n of college foot-
ball fans throughout the conntry, Notably, 1958 was the first
vear of LSUs legendary “Chinese Bandies™ {this was a natonally-

recognized nickname given to the weam's defensive unit, which
today might be oftensive, but at the time, evoked animage sin-
lar to todayv's "Ninja™). Nine of the eleven plavers weighed less
than two hundred pounds. They rehed on ther collective speed
and ageressiveness, and when they were on the ficld no opponent
scored a touchdown against them in the entire eleven-game sea-
son. Clearly, LSU was a great ream in [958, alihough about half
of their games were against “eoft” opponents including Rice,
Hardin-Simmeons, Tulane, and Ir{-‘:!amul-:jl--."z:i

Wisconsin was ranked sixth nationally behind LSU's ersatz
national champions in 1958, The Badgers were 7-1-1 overall
and 5-1-1 in the Big Ten, They lost only to evenial Big Ten
and Fose Bowl Champion lowa, and ted defending Big Ten
and Rose Bowl Champion Ohio State, Wisconsin outscored its
first three opponents [Miami, Marquette, and Purdoe] 101-6,
and held two of their foes scoreless. They restricted their oppo-
nents e an average of 131.4 yards per game—fewer yards than
the LSU defense had accomplished. Wisconsin plaved a much
more difficult schedule than did LSU with only Marguette and
Minnesota as weak spots on the Badger schedule,

The alternating quarterback duo of Sid Williams and Dale
Hackbart was responsible for much of the Badger's success,
Earl Hill was the tam'’s leading pass receiver, Wisconsin had
a defense that was among best in the country, and the Badger
defenders in 1458 drew favorable comparisons to the legendary
1951 Hard Rocks. Wisconsin outscored s opponents 203-77
for the season.®!

Who would have worn the 1958 game? Both teams had dom-
mating defenses. Wisconsin had two quarterbacks to present a
wider variety of challenges 1o L3U than the Tigers could have
mounted against the UW defense. Wisconsin clearly plaved the
most difficule schedule of the two teams, LS would have had
the home field advanrage at Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge. In
the week leading up o the game, it is conceivable that racise
Liouisiana poliicians and the press would have generated a dis-
raction for the LSU team members by publicizing the key roles
that several African Americans plaved for Wisconsin. Each
team had some advantages over the other. Milt Bruhn was con-
fident that his Badgers could have beaten the LSU team that
went undefeated to become the consensus national champaon.

[romically, in 1959, the United States Supreme Court ruled
that the Louisiana law banning integrated sports competiton
was unconsttutional, I the court had aceed sooner, it would
have enabled the UW-LSU games to go on. In the interim, the
Wisconsin basketball team confronted an off-the-court segre
gation incident in December 1958 when the Badgers arrived n
Houston, Texas, to play Rice University. Coach Bud Foster's
Wisconsin ieam included two African American plavers, Jim
Biggs and Ivan Jefferson. Even though they were in aoiform for
the game, lacal segregation laws forced Biges and Jefferson o
stay 1 dormitories at Texas Southern, an all-black school,
instead of'in the hotel with their teammates. A few days later,
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the entire teamn was integrated both on and ofl the court in
Diallas, where the Badgers plaved Southern Methodist. The
damage, however, was done. In response to the Houston inei-
dent, the TIW student Newspaper ”.‘-1!-.7} Clardinal called L
the Athleae Departinent to * . . end all athlete associations
with Southern schools, |, 7 lest the UW be #, | unknowingly
providing impetus for racial bigowry, . e

Adhletic Director Ivy Williamson presented the question o
the UUW Faculty Athlenc Board «on December 19, 1958.
Williamson and the Athletic Board agreed with the Daily Car-
diral and passed a resolubion stanng that

It 15 hereby declared 1o be the policy of the athletc
board and of the intercollegiate athletic deparoment that
wherever a Wisconsin team plays another instouion i any
athlefic events, the members of the team are 1o be per-
rmitted to travel together, lodge and dine together, and play
together as a team without discrimination as to any mem
bers comprising the eam, resuliing from a policy of the
instiontion or from local or state laws, customs or pracices.

This declaration of policy shall be incladed 10 all con-
tracts, executed hereafter, to play other instinitions and
shall be a condition upon which the contract is entered
into. Inahility to comply with this ana-discrimination
policy after a contract to play has been signed shall result
in cancellation of the game or contest,”"

Racism and sportsmanship  collided headlong  when
i | o)

and the legislators who voted for the 1956 ban on
racially-mtegrated sports competiion went to an
ever further extreme than did Nazi Germany during
the 1936 Olympic Games held in Berlin, There, the
United States team included several Affican Ameri
can athletes, among them Jesse Owens, who partic-
ipated  in the Olympics even thongh  the
Nazi-controlled (zerman press did not report the
medals won by African Americans, whom they rou-
anely derided as America’s “awaliaries”

£y [F IPECIAL DOULECTION 5, LS RAARIES. LEMLESURM A, STATE LIMIVEREITY

Southern segregationist and racist politicians in
the mid-rwentieth century ofien hid behind the argu-
ment that they were defending “states righs,” bu
those responsible for the Lomsiana law maost defi-
nitely intended o deny to the state of Wisconsin and

oL

its university the right to select the members of its
own firothall team regardless of skin pigmentation.
The UW Athletic Board recognized the Louisiana
purpose 1o be exactly thar in the UW statement
announcing the cancellation of the games. The TTW

cancellation of the LU foothall games was certainly
in keeping with the tradinon of Wisconsin progres-
sivisti, In addition, the cancellation was in compliance with
the Wisconsin Civil Righis Ace of 1893, which banned racial
discrimination in public accommodations.

By its response to the Lowisiana ban on integrated sports
competition, the UW Athletic Department did more than can-

cel two foothall games due to racism, UW's action was among
the many harbingers of the broad-bascd civil nghts movement
lingering on the nation’s horizon that would permanently
rranstorm American society. W

Lonasiana law foreed cancellation of the Wisconsm-LSU foot-
ball games of 1957 and 1958, Whether or not they realized the
imphicanons ef their actions, Louvisiana Governor Earl Long

Canny Lewis crosses the doal ling in what would be a losing effort against Ohio State, 1957,
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The 1958 L5U Tigers went undefeated and won the national
championship,

Wisconsin defeated West Virginia 45-13 in Madisan on October 5
in the second game of the 1957 season, The West Virginia
fountaineers filled In open dates in Wisconsin's 1957 schedule
after the cancellation of the L3U games.
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Letters

Just read the Apple Betty & Sloppy Joe article in the Win-
ter 2007-2008 Wisconsin Magazine of History, Brings back lots
of memories, as [ was an Oshkosh resident in the 19505 We
lived at 5% Northwestern Avenue, 1/2 block west of the
Chicago-Northwestern depot, and attended 5t. Mary's grade
school and church. Worked at Sunlite Dairy during hizgh
school, 1952-1954, at both the North Main Street and the
south side stores. Ozzie Reitz owned the business, and spon-
sored a Major AAA fastpitch softball team whose main com-
petition was the team from Mueller Shell During my junior
year, [952-43, 1 plaved on a basketball team in the city leagues
sponsored by Noffke Fuels, and have pictures somewhere of
that tcam. [ wonder if the Grandma Noffke cited in the article
was part of the family that owned Nottke Fuels. Our family
alzo got apples from Rasmussen's, as Dad was big on drying
apple slices. . . .

Compliment the article's authors on a cheery bit of nostal-
gia, and pleasc ask them if their Grandma Noflke was part of
the Noffke Fuels,

—FPaul Lammbeck, Sturgeon Bay, WI

Author’s reply:

Neftke Fuel—no ¥s™ on the end—waz our Grandpa Noftke's
business, Our dad worked for Grandpa hauling coal, and that's
how he met our mother, After World War 11 it became Noffke
Liumber. After Grandpa retived, our uncles, Hank and Jim, ran
the business, and our cousing are running it now—in three loca-
tions, I think.

—3Jusan Sanvidee, co-author Apple Betty & Sloppy Jos

I enjoved the Spring 2008 article on the Ho-Chunk Pow-
wows. [ wonder if a little move detail should have been used
tor the photo caption on page 40 showing the two Army sol-
diers, Malott and Guisby.

The photo shows a Private First Class (PFC) and a Private
(Pvt.) and not a Sergeant and a Clorporal. As must be the case,
both soldiers were promoted since the photo was taken. Just a
few more wordz in the caption would have covered this

Lalzo enjoyed the Wisconsin's WPA Art article. Maybe you
have done this story betore, but a handtul of Wisconsin post
offices still have FAP art work in place on their walls,

—Paul Schroeder, Oshkosh, WI

I greatly enjoved reading your Paul Bunyan article in the
latest issue of the Wisconsin Magazine of History, Thanks
(Michacl Edmonds, author) for all of the good work vou have
donc and do for the Socicty.

My great grandfather had been a Great Lakes sailing cap-
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tain by swmmer and a timer cruiser in northern Wiseonsin dur-
ing the winter. My grandfather would tell me Paul Bunyan
tales when [ was little, and | enjoved reading them as a youth,

Feminiscent of our incredible last winter, one story comes
to mind:

The winter of 1878 was so cold up in the pinery that
when Paul Bunyan called out for Babe the Blue Ox to
get her to go south for a littde warmer weather the sound
of hisvoice froze in the frigid air and was not heard until
the mid-April thaw when the air had finally warmed up
enough to thaw out and release the sound.

—Hank Whipple, Madizon

I managed to grab the last copy of the winter issue of Wis-
consgn Magazine of History at Borders, and wanted to com-
pliment yvou on ancther good fssue. It had a nice topical
balance, and great visuals with cach article. I'm filing it away
for future wse,

—HKathleen Ernst, Middleton, Wl

Thanks o0 much for the copy of the Wisconsin Magazine
of History, I'm a subscriber, so I received the magazine last
week and was just delighted by the graphics, layout, and (of
course] the stellar content. T showed it to my daughter, along
with the river overs plece. She's hoping to make a fiver trip on
the lower Mississippi later this summer (pending the weather),
so I'm going to send an extra copy to her.

—Jim Leary, Mount Horeb

The Wisconsin Magazine of History is probably one of two
of my favorite magazines. (The other is Science News.) But I'm
occasionally brought up short by obvious errors T see in the
magazine, There is one in the picture caption on page 4 of the
summer 2008 issuc. It says “A chorchoy turns a grindstone so0
Faul Bunyan can sharpen his saw.” Impossible! There’s no way
a saw, cven as huge as the saw presumably used by Paul Bun-
yan, can be sharpened by a grindstone. A spinning grindstone,
including the water drip can ako shown in the pleture, was nor-
mally used to sharpen an axe. There are two at the top of the
picture. It could also be used to sharpen pike hooks, climbing
spikes, splitting wedges, and other pointed or flat woods tools,
but NOT a saw. A file is needed to sharpen a saw in the woods.

—Elmer A, Goetsch, from Web site

Thank you for the Paul Bunyan article. Entertaining &
informative, a pleasure to read,
—Bob Roesler, President, Greenficld Historical Socicty
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ot all historical photn-

graphs are black and

white. Thanks to an
early photographic technology
that made use of the starch
from potatoes, this ca, 1910-
1913 photograph of a woman
standing in an orchard beneath a blos-
soming cherry tree is in vibrant calor,
The image is an early color photograph
known as an auwochrome. French broth-
ers Auguste anid Lowis Lumiére patented
the autochrome process in 1M, To pro-
duce the color image, a specially-treated
glass plate was brushed with micro-
scopic graing of potatwo starch and a
black and white silver halide emulsion.
The grains were dyed in a combination
of orange, green, and violet, and acted
as a color filier. The plate was developed
as a slide, first as a negative image, and
then reversed to a positive one, The
starch grains remained in alignment
with the emulsion so the colors could he
seen property when viewed with a shide
projecior. The grains on this auwochrome
ean be seen as red, green, and biue dats
m the enlarged detail of the woman's
Blouse. Although this particular photo-
gmph 15 dama ged, the potato-enhanced
color has withstood the eest of ame, The
Visual Materials Archive of the Wiscon-
sin Histarical Society houses the above
unage and three other autochromes.

ks,
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AULRORINEE CMIETYS SERTIMEL

DETERMIMED PEMCIL PUSHERS

he fight to allow women in men-only press clubs paralleled
the fight that maty women faced in order to gain acceptance in the
newsroon. This poliacal cartoon from the Milwaukee Sentnel doc-
uments the struggle women journalists faced w get into the oldest
continuously running press club in the country —the Milwaukee
Press Glub, Bead more about it in Kimberly Wilmon Voss's and
Lance Speere’s “Way Past Deadline: The Women's Fight to Inre-

grate the Milwaukee Press Club.”
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