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Eighth-graders
relate brushes
with prejudice

By Ann Harris
For the St Joumal

We asked several eighth-

grade students at

Cherokee Heights Middle

School to share personal
experiences about
religious and racial
prejudice, The students
wrote about how this
made them feel. We
wanted to share with you
some excerpts.

XE YANG

I've been treated differently just
because I'm a Hmong girl

When I first came to Cherokee,
people kept pulling my hair, T don't
know 'h.allmnhir.w
because Iam Asian Another time 1
& raciam was when T got
on a bus and some girls ket me sit
with them. On my way off the bus,
the same peopke pulled my hair and
tried Lo hit me.

As it goes for my religion, ao one
understands (L

Just because | have long black
hair, that does mot mean | am

EUGENE GATLIN-BROWN

Being an African-American
youth growing up in Madison, 1 am
laced with a lot of racism — be it

w,@mmnmm

generation.
JOHANNA GOLDEN
Being Jewish, | have witnessed
many things that most people
haven't. So lar in my life | havent

any cruel
aboat my rel . Most of the
comments are said because people

almest humorous to me.

T think that in this time with the
fragile clash of cultures — religion,
sexism, racism etc. . . — we need
to focus much more on the
education part of religion, culiure,
sexism, racism. From knowledge
comes.

vity.
ADRIANNE THOMAS

1 have friends of a lot of assorted
races. | do not think of race, bat

ERIC SHIELDS

1am a 14-year-old at Cherckee
Heights Middle School. I am wriling
to you about the dealings of racism,
sexism and religious prejudice.

T have never been caught up in
any of these acts but 1 have
witnessed a few cases in person and
o lelevision, Tt greally disturbs me
— especially because I'm a
Mexican American — 1o see people
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become less ignorant of your race. The main point in order to stop racism is to free your mind and open it to new things.Eric Shields |
am a 14-year-old at Cherokee Heights Middle School. | am writing to you about the dealings of racism, sexism and religious prejudice.
| have never been caught up in any of these acts but | have witnessed a few cases in person and on television. It greatly disturbs me
— especially because I'm a Mexican American — to see people judged differently because they are a different sex or a different race.
When | see this | feel uncontrollable anger mixed up with a heavy hit of sadness. We need to stop looking at people as different and be
one together. These problems should not be here today and one day | hope they will not.;
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