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During the war Camp Randall was primarily used to train Union troops before they were sent to the front. 



ROTTEN SHEEPE 
WAR FACILin DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

63; Tommy Thompson 

^ ' 

n late April 1862, Camp Randall was diverted from 

its primary purpose for a brief time in order to 

I become a prison camp for captured Confederate 

soldiers. Camp Randall, located in Madison, Wiscon­

sin, had originated as a troop training center in 1861 

with a call from Governor Alexander W. Randall for 

volunteers to fight the South. The Wisconsin Agricul­

tural Society responded by offering the state fair 

grounds, approximately ten acres, located west of Madi­

son. Compared to other northern facilities. Camp Ran­

dall was not a major prison, holding prisoners only from 

late April through May 1862, although a small number 

of ill Confederates remained there into the summer of 

that year. Thousands more prisoners were held at 

Camp Douglas in Chicago, Camp Chase in Columbus, 

Ohio, and the many other camps run by the Union dur­

ing the Civil War. Consequently, fewer men died at 

Camp Randall—no more than 140 of the 26,000 Con­

federate soldiers that died in all union camps. Because 

of its relatively minor role, less has been written about 

Camp Randall by historians. However, captive soldiers 

at Camp Randall, as in all Civil War camps, north and 

south, endured illness, boredom, feelings of resentment, 

a desire for release, and death. All camps were tragic, 

and Camp Randall was part of that story.' 
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In the spring of 1862, as a result of the Union's Mississippi 
River campaign, it became necessary to use Camp Randall as a 
prisoner of war camp. Wisconsin newspapers closely followed 
the Union advance down the Mississippi in early March; the 
subsequent evacuation of Columbus, Kentucky, by southern 
forces; and the movement of those troops near the Confederate 
fortified Island No. 10, locatedjust a few miles upriver from New 
Madrid, Missouri. After erroneous reports regarding the fall of 
Island No. 10 during the last two weeks of March 1862, the Wis­
consin Daily State Journal in Madison victoriously announced 
in early April 1862 that U.S. warships had run past the island 
and cut if off from other southern forces. The South had lost a 
strategic position on the Mississippi, and consequently, U.S. 
forces now controlled the upper Mississippi River Valley.^ 

After Island No. 10 was bypassed, the Confederate troops 
tried unsuccessfully to flee, leaving "half-prepared meals." A 
soldier of the 4th Arkansas Battalion, one Thomas H. Lock-
ridge, wrote to his family (with less than perfect spelling) shortly 
before his capture, "They have run us down the river as far as 
we can go. We are surrounded by the Lincolnites. They are 
abbove below and opposite us on the river batteris." It is 
unclear from the published Official Records whether the sol­
diers on the island were captured there or with other southern 
forces a few miles south near Tiptonville, Tennessee, on the 
eastern shore of the Mississippi. Major-Generaljohn Pope, 
whose forces occupied New Madrid, Missouri, reported from 
Tiptonville in two separate communications the number taken 
prisoner at two thousand to six thousand. The latter number 
appeared in the Wisconsin Daily State Journal, although 
Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, reported to Sec­
retary of War Edwin M. Stanton from Tiptonville that the 
number was about five thousand prisoners. Modern scholar­
ship estimates a more accurate figure to be 4,400 prisoners. 

While a reporter for the Chicago Times wrote that the 
southerners were well-armed and clothed, although they 
appeared "gloomy and morose at being captured," a more 
realistic assessment of the Confederates' armaments appeared 
in a report by Confederate Brigadier-General William W. 
Mackall, written near Island No. 10 on April 1. Detailing the 
strength of the troops under his command, he stated that the 
55th Tennessee had "few arms," the 11 th Arkansas "all sorts of 
arms," including "[ejvery variety [of| country guns," the 46th 
Tennessee had 160 of 400 men armed, and the 4th Arkansas 
Battalion was "badly armed."* 

Once the prisoners were captured, the U.S. military had to 
decide where to send them. Major-General Henry W. Halleck, 
commander of the Department of Missouri and headquartered 
in Saint Louis, made the decision on April 9, telling General 
Pope to send Confederate officers to Fort Warren in Boston 
and Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohio, while enlisted men were 
assigned to various camps. Once again different sources 
reported different numbers for the camps selected. Halleck's 

:^;:-

numbers were fifteen hundred for Camp Douglas in Chicago 
and one thousand for Camp Butler at Springfield, Illinois. On 
the same day he wrote Wisconsin Governor Louis P. Harvey 
that two thousand to three thousand would be assigned to 
camps in Madison and Milwaukee, although it turned out that 
no prisoners were sent to Milwaukee. They would reach Gamp 
Randall by traveling up the Mississippi to Prairie du Chien, 
and from that point they would traverse Wisconsin. Some of 
the men originally sent to Camp Douglas would soon be sent 
to Camp Randall.^ 

A tragedy of the movement of those prisoners who went 
directly to Madison is that many, if not most, of the men were 
ill. Pope wrote to Halleck on April 10 that he had a thousand 
sick prisoners at New Madrid, a number undoubtedly made 
worse because the federal forces held all Confederate enlisted 
men along the river bank in a cold rain, and he was unclear 
where to send them. Seventy-five Confederates had already 
been buried in a mass grave where they surrendered north of 
Tiptonville. Some may have died from wounds suffered in the 
Union attack, but many of the soldiers were probably ill. The 
Arkansas soldier Thomas Lockridge mentioned earlier had 
written to his mother that "I have been puny for 3 or 4 days." 
An article in the Weekly Wisconsin Patriot of Madison in early 
May noted that the eight-day trip for the prisoners sent directly 
to Madison was very difficult. The ship from Cairo, Illinois, 
was apparently so overcrowded that it could not be kept clean. 
The men were probably under-clothed (Thomas Lockridge, 
the Arkansas soldier, had also asked his mother to send addi­
tional clothing), and they had poor food rations and no medi-
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This drawing from 1858 shows the 
state fair held on the grounds that 
would later become Camp Randall. 

Alexander Randall was Wisconsin's 
governor at the outbreak of the 
Civil War, and lent his name to 
Camp Randall. 
WHI IMAGE ID 57882 

cine. Reportedly, ten of them were buried at Prairie du Chien. 
Overall, the condition of the southern soldiers certainly helped 
determine what would happen when they arrived at their sites 
of imprisonment. 

In early April 1862, troops in training were notified that 
southern prisoners would be sent to Camp Randall, and they 
began preparing for the arrival of the Confederates. One of the 
local newspapers reported that the barracks were "renovated 
and repaired" and some bunks were replaced, although the 
complete accuracy of this statement is questionable. In the first 
week of May, Lieutenant-Colonel William Hoffman, the U.S. 
government's Commissary-General of Prisoners, had been vis­
iting Camp Randall. He wrote to Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton that the barracks for the prisoners "are mere sheds" and 
that rubbish in the camp was left for the prisoners to remove. 
By mid-April the 19th Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteers—an 
independent regiment organized by Racine lawyer Horace T 
Sanders and the only available troops in Wisconsin at the time— 
prepared to go to Madison from Racine to guard the soon-to-
arrive prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Whipple and three 
or four companies of the 19th Wisconsin would arrive in Madi­
son on April 19th, and while Sanders was in charge of the 19th 
Wisconsin, Whipple was given command of Camp Randall and 
handled matters relating to the prisoners. 

The first 881 southerners reached Camp Randall the 
evening of April 20, coming by way of Camp Douglas in 
Chicago; and three hundred more arrived April 24 along with 
Sanders who had accompanied the prisoners from Prairie Du 
Chien. The majority of the prisoners were from the 1st Ala­

bama Infantry, although a fair number hailed from Tennessee 
and Arkansas as well. Curious local citizens anticipated their 
arrival for a week, watching every train that stopped in Madi­
son. The Wisconsin Daily State Journal reported that as the 
first of the Confederates disembarked from the railroad cars, 
there were no "taunts or jeers," and that the prisoners 
"behaved well." Some fairly good-natured exchanges did take 
place. As the prisoners marched to the camp, one local vocal­
ized his opinion about the power of the Union, to which a Con­
federate replied: "I reckon you are one of the stay-at-home 
kind—to do the windy work." When the next group of prison­
ers reached the camp on April 24, probably by way of Prairie 
du Chien, at least sixty of the men were seriously wounded or 
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ill. Guards from the 19th Wisconsin Regiment helped these 
individuals traverse the ground to the camp. Some local citi­
zens also tried to make life more comfortable for all prisoners, 
both well and unwell, by providing newspapers and other read­
ing material, jellies, puddings, and brandy.^ 

Overall, the local newspapers contended that the prisoners 
were treated well and were pleased with conditions at Camp 
Randall. Some played ball and cards or read, although the Wis­
consin Daily State Journal said some "sat in moody silence" and 
the Weekly Wisconsin Patriot commented on some of the men's 
"listless attitudes." Unfortunately, one other activity the Con­
federates engaged in was fighting amongst themselves, as did 
men in all of the prison camps. George J. Paddock, one of the 
19th Wisconsin Regiment guards, described his feelings regard­
ing the prisoners in letters to family members (also with his own 
unique spelling), declaring that the prisoners fought "like the 
devel." He said one prisoner killed another when they were 
"quarrling a bout there super." The next day the killer was 
stabbed. The newspapers also claimed that the men who wrote 
letters told their families that conditions at the camp were good. 
This view possibly reflected prisoners' feelings during the first 
days at Gamp Randall. However, Whipple or one of his subor­
dinates read all letters the Confederate soldiers wrote, a stan­
dard practice, and it was possible the censor did not allow letters 
to leave the camp if they complained too much about conditions 
or mentioned the high death rate that developed. One former 
prisoner, J. C. R. Kerr of Texas, wrote a half century after the 
war ended that the prisoners were treated very well by Whip­
ple, but that conditions worsened after the first two weeks when 
the U.S. Commissary General of Prisoners would visit the camp 
and place primary authority in the hands of another officer 
selected by him. Former prisoner P. E. Ward, of Gaston, Ala­
bama, also wrote in 1898 that Whipple treated the prisoners well 
and that he had "a cherished respect" for him. 

One of the most interesting comments made by a local citizen 
was that of a reporter for the Wisconsin Daily State Journal. He 
remarked that the southerners did not suffer the "bullying and 
insults heaped upon Union prisoners held by the South, to say 
nothing of the starvation and cruelty practiced upon our men in 
captivity at Richmond and other points." By 1863, the treatment 
of prisoners worsened on both sides and feelings reflected the 
change, but to read such a bitter view so early in the war is some­
what of a surprise. Probably even in the spring of 1862 the Con­
federates received mixed treatment from the men of the 19th 
Wisconsin regiment who guarded them. Paddock wrote that 
some of the rebels were "as nice men as I ever see." On the other 
hand, some were "big devels as was ever in the wourld." He con­
cluded that "I pitty some . . . and some of them I would as live 
kill. . . and I will kill them if they cross my beat." 

From the first day at the camp it was obvious the two sides. 
Confederate prisoners and local, loyal Union citizens, under­
stood each other no better than did the North and South prior 
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to the outbreak of war. Wlien Whipple 
allowed Madison newspaper reporters to 
visit and interview the prisoners in late 
April, the feelings became obvious. A 
reporter for the Weekly Wisconsin 
Patriot said he felt almost sorry for the 
"rag, shag, bob-tail . . . chaps," especially 
because they had been under the influ­
ence of "scheming, unprincipled dema­
gogues." Whether accurate or not, this 
visitor to the camp felt most of the pris­
oners seemed to "lack intelligence" and 
they probably came from the "floating 
floodwood of society," the "fungi of south­
ern peasantry." What confounded this 
northerner most was the reasoning of the 
southern prisoners as to why they were 
fighting. The Confederates said they were 
fighting for their "liberties." The reporter 
replied that the southerners had the same 
liberties as all Americans, such as the lib­
erty to earn a living. A Mississippian tried 
to further enlighten the reporter by telling 
him southerners were also fighting for the 
liberty to own slaves, to which the reporter 
answered that only abolitionists called for the end of slavery, 
and they (abolitionists) were "odious" to most northerners. Per­
haps southern men fought because they hated northern society, 
because they simply wanted adventure in what everyone 
"knew" would be a short war, because they felt public pressure 
to join the army, or even because they wanted to defend states' 
rights. Or, as for the Arkansas soldier Thomas H. Lockridge, 
perhaps they fought because whatever the reason or reasons 
the southerner had for joining the Confederate forces, they 
were the "right ones." As Lockridge explained in a letter to one 
of his sisters in late February 1862, "I hope and trust we will 
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Gunboats on the Mississippi River at Island Number 10, 
drawn by Wisconsin artist Alexander Simplot 

Pontoons under construction at St. Louis. IVlortars were 
mounted on these pontoons for use in the Union's offensive 
against the Confederate Army in the spring of 1862. 
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come out victorious at last if we will do as we should. I think 
God is on our side." How could anyone understand the other 
side when God was on his side?" 

Very likely the Confederate prisoners held no love for their 
captors. Many probably felt it was their duty to make life dif­
ficult for those who guarded them, and as a result, the question 
of discipline was bound to be a central question at the camp. 
It became so April 29 when two prisoners escaped. Since the 
camp was surrounded only by a low fence, flight could not have 
been overly difficult. The two men were quickly caught around 
ten miles east of Madison. When captured, they said their par­

ents lived near Madison and they were simply going home. 
Whipple, however, made them walk through Madison tied 
together as they were brought back to camp. He immediately 
ordered a cessation of all visitors to Camp Randall because it 
was too difficult to distinguish between loyal and disloyal indi­
viduals. The Daily State Journal did report a few days later 
that a private in the 19th Wisconsin, one of the guards, had 
been bribed by the two southerners, and he was arrested and 
sentenced to be shot. George Paddock wrote to his father in 
early May that the guilty guard was being held in irons await­
ing his fate. 

Hoffman arrived at the camp by May 6, and wrote to 
Whipple on May 7 that all orders and regulations to "promote 
discipline and preserve good order in the camp" should be 
"observed." Before leaving Gamp Randall, Hoffman assigned 
Major Richard S. Smith, who was in Madison on a recruiting 
assignment, to act for him. He made clear to Smith and Whip­
ple that the former was really in control and could issue orders 
in Hoffman's name regarding discipline in the camp. It is also 
quite likely that Smith instituted a rule created by Hoffman for 
Gamp Douglas in Chicago a week earlier that said the camp 
commander had to hold all money belonging to prisoners so 
that they could not use it to bribe guards. Smith wrote to Hoff­
man about two weeks later that camp conditions were "grad­
ually improving" but that there was still an "extraordinary 
delay in fulfilling promises to execute orders," presumably by 
the camp commander. Despite Smith's efforts, other cases of 
attempted escapes undoubtedly occurred, although the sur­
viving information is sparse. Thomas N. Shearer, a former pris­
oner, wrote in the 1920s that four of his company who were in 
the hospital in the camp's initial days walked away from the 
camp the first night there and eventually surfaced in Missis­
sippi. Also, in June, two prisoners who were helping care for 
the sick in the hospital walked out of the camp and, according 
to Smith, probably boarded a train headed east or west. Camp 
guards did nothing to apprehend them. 

Guards reported that their level of frustration occasionally 
became intolerable because, they claimed, the prisoners were so 
insolent and abusive. On May 16 the situation exploded at 
Gamp Randall when a sentry, Clarence Wicks, shot and killed 
a prisoner. This incident occurred when a prisoner, H. W. 
Spears, came out of the hospital building to relieve himself at 
one of the "sinks" (a ground toilet). According to testimony given 
at a court of inquiry, which met the same day, the sentry ordered 
the prisoner to use another sink, either because the other one 
was not finished or because the guard preferred that the pris­
oner relieve himself at a greater distance from the guard's loca­
tion. The prisoner refused to move, so the guard threw a "small 
stone" and hit Spears in the face. At this point, six or seven pris­
oners came running, and Spears' brother, G. W. Spears, called 
the guard a "damned son of a bitch." The guard then shot and 
killed G. W. Spears. Wicks told the court that he had been 
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ordered "to shoot rebels insulting me and did shoot him." The 
Weeidy Wisconsin Patriot reported that Whipple had indeed told 
the sentries to shoot prisoners who would not obey or who used 
foul language against guards. '* 

Wicks was supported by the testimony of Sergeant Eber 
Hill, who said prisoners would often try to use the toilet near 
guards just to irritate them and that they would often use 
"obscene and sometimes mutinous language" when told to use 
toilets further away. As a result, the three-member court con­
cluded that Spears had been particularly aggressive and that 
Wicks was justified in protecting himself by shooting Spears. 
The court, by a two-to-one vote, found it unnecessary to hear 
testimony from H. W. Spears, the brother of the dead man. A 

few days later, on May 23, Smith added in a let­
ter to Hoffman that "none of the prisoners who 
were present were examined." This situation 
may have bothered Hoffman because when he 
sent a copy of the court's proceedings to Sec­
retary of War Edwin M. Stanton on May 26, 
he wrote that he did not know whether the 
inquiry had been "properly conducted." He 
did feel that the incident probably had 
occurred because of "a want of discipline in 
the camp."'^ 

The Wisconsin Daily State Journal 
reported that a few days prior to the Spears 
episode, another sentry tried to shoot a pris­
oner when the latter called him "a Bull Run 
son of a bitch," but his musket misfired. The 
only other known shooting incident occurred 
the evening of May 16, after the shooting of 
Spears. With a rather macabre sense of 
humor, the Wisconsin Daily State Journal 
reported that with the fall of darkness there 
was an alarm given. A sentry saw move­
ment, and thinking an escape attempt was 
taking place, he fired. He hit his intended 
target and it collapsed. The fugitive? A dead 
vagrant dog. The sentry had challenged the 
dark figure, but according to the newspa­
per, the "dog made no reply."'^ 

Henry Halleck was headquartered in 
St. Louis and directed the theatre in 
which Island Number 10 was 
located. In July 1862 Halleck 
became General-in-Chief of the 
Union armies, headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. 

The most important concern at Gamp Randall was the 
death rate among the prisoners. Immediately after prisoners 
arrived at the camp, the local newspapers began keeping a run­
ning tabulation of the number and names of prisoners dying. 
From May 1 through May 7, thirty-one died. Thomas Lock­
ridge, the soldier correspondent from Arkansas, was number 
two on the list. By May 10, fifty-eight had died, and eventually 
the number would approach one hundred and forty. In early 
May, Joseph A. Potter, Assistant Quartermaster at Gamp Dou­
glas in Chicago, traveled from Chicago to Madison to investi­
gate the "situation and condition" of prisoners at Gamp 
Randall. He reported that he found conditions "even worse 
than has been reported to me." The hospital, with two hundred 
sick, was in a "terribly bad condition." Some of the men were 
lying on the bare floor, and he felt many were dying because of 
a lack of proper care and attention. For Potter to make these 
comments, conditions at Gamp Randall must have been fairly 
bad—considering that Gamp Douglas was already becoming 
"a killing ground of pestilence," according to a recent study of 
that camp. Potter blamed the doctors, the camp commander, or 
both, and on May 1 sent his findings to Hoffman. Paddock, 
who helped bury the dead Confederates, felt some remorse 
regarding the deaths. He wrote to his father that the rebels have 
a "hard time here they dye off like rotten sheepe." He added 
that "when they are ded we take them and put them in to a bag 
and throw them in to a grave and cover them up and go and get 
an other one." 

Rumors of poor conditions at Camp Randall, and news of 
the death rate among the prisoners spread rapidly in Madison. 

Captured Confederate soldiers at a train depot in 
Chattanooga,Tennessee, wait to be transported north. 
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Cextificato of Capt TROWBRIDGE, of U. B. Army. 

Ocut. Col. €1IARL.F.» WHIPPLE, 
Uctaileil for Itccrnitins Service. 

Recruiting poster for the 19th Wisconsin Infantry 

The Wisconsin Daily State Journal reported on May 3 that 
there was talk of "gross neglect" at the hospital and expressed 
hope that the situation would be corrected. Men from the 
Weekly Wisconsin Patriot visited the hospital to see for them­
selves. They found a local physician, Dr. Joseph Hobbins, help­
ing the prisoners. Hobbins was assisted by Dr. William A. 
Martin, a surgeon with the Confederate forces, and Homer G. 
Markham and Thomas J. Linton, doctors with the 19th Wis­
consin Regiment. On May 4 Martin responded to the rumor of 
gross neglect published in the Wisconsin Daily State Journal the 
previous day. He said the doctors were doing everything possi­
ble for the men, and that readers should be informed many of 
the Confederates were already ill when captured and that those 
who came up the Mississippi had suffered greatly on the boat. 
The Wisconsin Daily State Journal then moderated its accusa­
tory tone and stated the newspaper did not mean to blame the 
doctors, who told the newspaper's representatives some of the 

prisoners had arrived at the camp "past all hope." Still, the 
newspaper did think the men could be better treated. '̂  

By this time Hoffman had arrived at Gamp Randall to 
examine all aspects of the facility. He was visiting camps in 
several states as ordered by the Quartermaster-General, 
Brigadier-General Montgomery G. Meigs of the army. In 
a report to Secretary of War Stanton, Hoffman said the 
camp was not set up well, the guards of the 19th Wiscon­
sin were poorly armed and lacking discipline, and the sick 
were "in a very bad condition." He felt the doctors were 
probably unequal to the task of caring for the prisoners. 
Something that shocked him a great deal was the disap­
pearance of medicines. The camp had received 168 pint 
bottles of liquors to use as medicine from Ghicago, what 
should have been a six-month supply for the Regiment 
and twelve hundred prisoners. All of the medicine was 
gone in five days. As a result, Hoffman ordered that the 
local physician, Hobbins, be put in charge of the sick 
prisoners on a full time basis at a salary of one hundred 
dollars per month, and the doctors of the 19th Regi-

IVladisonian Dr. Joseph Hobbins attended the sicl< 
Confederate prisoners. 
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Thirty-five years after the war, former prisoner P. E. 
Ward expressed gratitude in a letter to IVlajor Frank 
Oakley. He was thankful to both Colonel Whipple 
and the Orderly Sergaent of the 19th for their 
kind treatment of him at Camp Randall. 

ment were ordered to attend only to the men of the 
19th Regiment. Then Hoffman directed that three 
Gonfederate doctors from Gamp Douglas in Ghicago 
be sent to Gamp Randall to aid Hobbins. However, 
these men did not stay. The southern doctors consid­
ered themselves non-combatants who were allowed 
to leave the camp to go into the town. When the camp 
commander denied them this privilege they refused 
to work, so the commander ordered them back to 
Ghicago. Lastly, Hoffman directed that the hospital 
building should be repaired and that sanitation in the 
camp should be improved. He did add in a letter to 
Smith that Gonfederate privates could be used as 
nurses, and the sick prisoners should have clean 
clothes, sheets and pillow cases, and bathing tubs. 
Unfortunately, the number of sick continued to be 
high. In late May, when Hoffman ordered all Gamp 
Randall prisoners who were well enough to travel 
sent to Gamp Douglas in Ghicago, 238 of the 1,036 
prisoners were ill. 

Although Hoffman may have brought about 
improved conditions (it is not known if his reforms 
actually took place), his career as Gommissary-
General of Prisoners is certainly controversial. 
Although he ordered reforms, Hoffman always 
told subordinates to do things as cheaply as pos­
sible. In letter after letter to officers in charge of 
helping sick prisoners, he always told them to 
be parsimonious. For Gamp Randall, Hoffman 
instructed Smith that the prisoners be kept 
clean. Smith should create a hospital fund by 
not using all the provisions offered by the con­
tractor. As Hoffman said, if Smith could with­
hold "any part of the rat ion. . . without harm 
let it be done," so Smith could use the 
money saved to purchase furniture and 
other items for the prisoners. On May 23 
Smith wrote to Hoffman that by reducing 
rations for the prisoners at Gamp Randall he had purchased 
for them ("very cheap from the State") a thousand combs, five 
hundred towels and about twenty-two dollars of tobacco. Hoff­
man's superior, Meigs, encouraged such frugality by declaring 
that prisoners were only entitled to one ration per day. Did cut­
ting rations for all prisoners have a negative impact on health 
and relegate more men to the hospital and possibly a grave? 

fi^X 

'-c^ 

' ' - ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' 

/ : 

yf ^^:^ 
<^*t ie^ 

^ ^ ^ • f K ? 

'^=^^^J> 

Confederate prisoners occasionally 
had time to make things—such as 
this horse hair finger ring given to Colonel 
G. E. Bryant by an unidentified prisoner. 
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Hoffman carried out a policy of thrift demanded by the army, 
but in the process he may have done more harm than good as 
far as the prisoners were concerned in all camps. 

In late May 1862 rumors quickly circulated around Madi­
son that all prisoners were going to be sent to Gamp Douglas 
in Ghicago. What was a rumor in the Wisconsin Daily State 

Journal on May 28 developed as fact the next day when the 
newspaper announced that the 19th Wisconsin was "to leave 
speedily" and that Hoffman had ordered all prisoners to be 
sent to Ghicago except for those too ill to travel. On May 30 all 
those capable of enduring the journey left on twenty-three 
freight cars for Gamp Douglas. The 19th Wisconsin Volunteers 
accompanied them in three coaches, on their way to the war 
front in Virginia. At least one hundred ill prisoners, a few Gon-
federates to act as nurses, and a small guard of fifty men of the 
19th Wisconsin Volunteers were left behind at Gamp Randall. 
On June 22 Smith reported to Hoffman that he had sent about 
forty sick prisoners to Ghicago in early June and planned to 
send about fifty more the next day. That would leave only 
twelve to fifteen in the hospital, according to his numbers. The 
Weekly Wisconsin Patriot reported in late June that there were 
still twenty men remaining at the camp, although this number 
probably included the Gonfederate attendants. Smith told 
Hoffman in a letter that just a few days earlier, two attendants 
in the hospital had walked away from the camp and that the 

guards made no effort to apprehend them. Smith also reported 
during the first three weeks in June at least twenty-five to thirty 
prisoners had died, bringing the total dead to 138.^' 

The small number of sick prisoners and the handful of Gon­
federate attendants remained at Gamp Randall another 
month. Smith wrote to Hoffman August 22 that when the last 
group of men left, there were only five or six left at the camp 
to die as well as two or three attendants, making eight in all. 
Smith told Hoffman that four of these men had asked to take 
the oath of allegiance, which he had administered to them. 
They planned to find work in Madison and save money to pay 
for a return trip to their homes in the south when there was no 
danger of being forced back into the Gonfederate forces. The 
other four, according to Smith, were "doing good and faithful 
service" at Gamp Randall and asked to remain there. Smith 
asked Hoffman if he would allow them to do so, but no reply 
could be found.^^ 

Thus ended Gamp Randall's time as a prisoner of war 
camp. Following the Givil War, buildings were sold or 
destroyed and the land put to other purposes. It was lucky that 
the camp was not the destination point for even more prison­
ers—twelve hundred prisoners or so on ten acres was bad 
enough, considering the amount of human waste and potential 
spread of disease. The prisoners at Gamp Randall, in their 
brief stay, probably experienced very similar treatment to that 

'•f'^C'^'^^o^.^^i'^ 

n 
•ST 

/ 



W I S C O N S I N MAGAZINE OF HISTORY 

Picture from Harper's 
l/l/eeWy,April5,1862, 
showing Confederate 
prisoners at Camp Douglas, 
Chicago. Camp Douglas 
was a notoriously heinous 
camp for war prisoners. 

t 1 

i AT CAMP DOUGLAS, CHICAGO, aLraoiS.-[Si!E PAOB 223,] 

of prisoners in other camps, both good and bad. When some 
of the first Gonfederates arrived at Madison by way of Gamp 
Douglas, they declared that Gamp Randall was definitely bet­
ter. Of course, the camp had just been opened. When they left 
in late May they said they preferred to stay in Madison and 
that they had good water and good treatment. No doubt, by 
that time they would have known of the growing reputation of 
Gamp Douglas as a horrific camp.^* 

Because there is very little information on life at Gamp Ran­
dall compared to what historians know about life at the major 
prisoner camps, it is very difficult to draw exact conclusions 
about the life of the prisoners at Gamp Randall. Perhaps the 
best we can say is that Gamp Randall was no Eden, but neither 
was it the hell described at Gamp Douglas in Ghicago and 
many of the other prison camps. IKd 

Camp Randall death register 
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MRS. WATERMAN'S BOYS 

When the Gonfederate prisoners held at Gamp Randall 
were removed in the summer of 1862, they left behind 
138 of their comrades who had succumbed to illness and 

circumstance while detained in Madison. The graves of these 
men—in the northernmost Gonfederate cemetery—were under­
standably forgotten by a populace faced with escalating Union 
casualties and the hardships and shortages brought on by the 
Givil War. They had fallen into neglect by the time southern-
born Alice Whiting Waterman moved to Madison in 1868. 

Alice Whiting Waterman was born in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, on October 18, 1820, but moved with her family to 
New York Gity when she was ten. A widow by 
the time she moved to Madison, Waterman 
worked as a housekeeper, and later a landlady, at 
the Vilas House Hotel for several years after her 
arrival. Although she lived in the north most of 
her adult life, a friend of Waterman's explained 
that she "had always a great affection for the 
Southland," an affection that became apparent 
a few years after her relocation to Madison when 
she learned of a section of Forest Hill Gemetery 
that was the final resting place for over one hun­
dred Gonfederate soldiers.* 

Waterman cleared each gravesite of weeds, 
placed mounds of earth above the graves, and 
planted trees and a hedge. She also had a 
wooden fence built around the section of the 
cemetery known as "Gonfederate Rest" and 
replaced the original grave markers with a 
painted board bearing the name of the deceased 
soldier, his company and regiment, and the date of his death. 
For close to thirty years, Mrs. Waterman faithfully took care 
of Gonfederate Rest, planting flowers, replacing the boards 
marking each soldier's grave three times, and replacing the 
original wooden fence with a stone border on which she spent 
the final five hundred dollars of her savings. She also planted 
a hedge around the graves, "to keep the cold wind off my 
boys." Mrs. Waterman hoped to place a marble monument in 
the cemetery that would bear the names of the Gonfederate 
soldiers buried there. Unfortunately, Mrs. Waterman's liveli­
hood was lost, and her plans went unfulfilled at the time of her 
death in September 1897. 

Waterman's efforts did not go unnoticed. She was reportedly 
encouraged and assisted in her efforts by then-governor Lucius 
Fairchild, and later received offers of assistance from acting 
Madison mayor B.J. Stevens and other city officials. Fairchild's 
successor, G. G. Washburn, along with a contingent of former 
Union soldiers, placed flowers on the graves Mrs. Waterman 

Alice Waterman took upon 
herself the work of cleaning 
up the section of Forest Hill 

Cemetery where Confederate 
dead were buried. 

cared for so meticulously, becoming the 
first northern governor to honor the 
Union's erstwhile enemies buried in 
northern soil. For many years there­
after, Wisconsin governors continued to 
decorate these Gonfederate graves in 
Forest Hill Gemetery on Memorial Day, 
a tradition the Gonfederate Veterans' 
Association called a "beautiful and 
touching tribute." The Association 
also noted that the attention paid to the 
graves exhibited "a more than excellent 
spirit on the part of the good people of Madison and encourage 
us to believe that in that city at least, the war with all its ani­
mosities, has long been at an end."" 

After her death, Mrs. Waterman was remem­
bered fondly in the Confederate Veteran, and 
Major F. W. Oakley, who had taken Mrs. Water­
man into his family in 1883 when her property 
was lost, received letters from several Gonfederate 
veterans expressing their gratitude for Mrs. 
Waterman's work. Oakley also received offers 
for donations to build a suitable monument for 
Mrs. Waterman, who was buried at her request 
near "her Boys" in Gonfederate Rest. Dona­
tions were collected throughout the south, and 
although the Spanish-American War delayed 
fundraising, Mrs. Waterman had her kindness 
repaid on June 15, 1906, when the Daughters of 
the Gonfederacy erected a marble monument 
bearing her name and the inscription: "Erected 
in loving memory by the United Daughters of 
the Gonfederacy of Mrs. Alice Whiting Water­
man and her boys."'^ 

Gonfederate Rest, which is part of Madison's Forest Hill 
Gemetery, is still maintained by the Gity of Madison, and can be 
visited on the city's near west side at 1 Speedway, Madison, Wl 
53705. For more information on visiting Forest Hill Gemetery, call 
(608) 266-4720 or email: foresthillcemetery@cityofmadison.com. 

Notes 
1. "Report of the Committee," Gonfederate Veterans Association publication, January 2, 1898, 
4, in Frank W. Oakley papers, Wisconsin Historical Society Archives, Madison. 
2. Major F. W. Oakley to GolonelJ. B. O'Bryan, J anua ry 3, 1898, Frank W. Oakley Papers. 
3. Madison Directory, 1868 (Madison, Wl : A. Brainerd, 1868), 102; Madison Directory, 1875-
1876 (Madison, Wl : Pryor and Co., 1875-1876), 97. 
4. Major F. W. Oakley to GolonelJ. B. O'Bryan, J anua ry 3, 1898, Frank W Oakley Papers. 
5. O. D. Brandenburg, "A Woman of Mystery," Wisconsin State Journal, July 5, 1921. 
6. Brandenburg; Wisconsin Statejournal, May 29, 1885. 
7. Wisconsin Statejournal, May 29, 1885. 
8. "Report of the Gommittee," 3—4. 
9. William A. Titus, "A Wisconsin Burial Place of Gonfederate Prisoners of War," Wisconsin 
Magazine of History 36, no. 3 (Spring 1953), 194. 
10. "Report of the Gommittee," 4. 
11. Ibid. 
12. "Beautiful Devotion to Gonfederates," Confederate Veteran 6, no. 1 J a n u a r y 1898), 43. 
13. Wisconsin Statejournal, December 27, 1901,July 5, 1921; Capita/ Times, May 30, 1967. 

14 wisconsinhistory.org 

mailto:foresthillcemetery@cityofmadison.com
http://wisconsinhistory.org


Confederate Rest, the section of Forest Hill Cemetery at Madison 
where Confederates who died while at Camp Randall are interred, 
was surrounded by the wooden fence IVlrs. Alice Waterman built. 

Confederate graves at Forest Hill Cemetery decorated with 
Confederate flags 
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A
S we look out onto the built landscape of Wisconsin, it is 
our unmistakable conclusion that gas stations are among 
the most ephemeral of all buildings. Where hundreds of 

single-purpose gas stations defined by familiar and personal serv­
ice once stood in Wisconsin's largest cities and dotted its high­
ways and busy corners, only handfuls remain. Today we fill up 
anonymously at convenience stores, often paying at the pump 
with no human interaction. Stations have fallen victim to com­
petition, obsolescence, changing transportation needs and hous­
ing patterns, as well as stronger environmental regulations. 
Historic stations are becoming a rarity; those that remain are 
artifacts of the twentieth century's struggle to accommodate the 
revolutionary changes brought by the automobile. 

Built for a specialized use in a highly competitive business, 
the majority of all gas stations ever constructed in Wisconsin 
have already been demolished. Many had a useful life of no 
more than a decade before their owners replaced them with a 
new station, remodeled them to keep up with marketplace 
trends, abandoned them, or adapted them to a new use. All 
but the most modern gas stations included in this book are rare 
survivors, and even those face only a slim chance of surviving 
until the public sees them as something worthy of preservation. 

Nostalgia for full-service stations is strong in the generations 
that grew up with them. Robert Broetzman's personal nostalgia 
for the 1940s, when he hand-cranked gas at the visible pumps of 
his father's station, led him to rescue the Town of Maple Valley 
filling station to serve as a backdrop for his growing collection of 
pumps, signs, and accessories. The rescue and purchase of Frank 
Seneca's station—a pagoda-style Wadhams station that has 
become a treasured landmark—by the Gity of West Allis and its 
restoration as a local museum is a civic commitment to auto­
mobile history. Stories like these are being repeated in Wiscon­
sin communities such as DePere, Brooklyn, and Independence 
as we awaken to the realization that if we don't act soon, these 
humble buildings will vanish and their stories will be lost. 

It is hard to imagine that similar nostalgia will compel us to 
someday preserve the bland, boxy convenience stores that have 
replaced full-service stations. Unlike the friendly personal serv­
ice of the past, modern gas dispensing—thanks to pay-at-the-
pump—no longer even requires a face-to-face transaction. Gas 
retailing has become impersonal. Like the neighborhood tav­
ern, the corner grocery, and the local hardware store, the 
neighborhood gas station has fallen victim to larger, more effi­
cient, cost-cutting operations, physically removed from us and 
only tangentially connected to our lives. Although many of us 
value the speed and convenience of new stations, the rich social 
dimension that marked gas stations of the past has been lost. 

Gas stations have mirrored changes in the broader culture 
that gave rise to them. From the crude shacks of the early twen­
tieth century onward, stations changed as the social, economic, 
and political forces that created them evolved over time. Gas 
stations played a pivotal role in our auto age. Their builders 

pioneered auto-related community planning, giving birth to 
the commercial strip and creating prototypes for nearly all 
detached "drive-in" structures. Gas companies were at the 
forefront of the development of twentieth-century corporate 
image through the use of consumer psychology and market­
ing. The surviving stations of each era are three-dimensional 
slices of our past, objects that tell the stories of time and place. 

We invite you to hit the road and explore the gas stations pre­
sented in FiU 'er Up, or those remaining in your communities, and 
reflect upon the historical patterns of change that created them. 

MONROE 
1323 NINTH STREET 

C larence "Slim" Freitag's new Pure Oil service station cre­
ated a sensation in 1935 when the local newspaper 
announced that "an attractive new brick station, finished 

in white and blue, has been completed. It is of unusual design, 
with high peaked roof and weathered copper trim." 

Slim was a big-band trombonist and a pilot who gave fly­
ing lessons to several Pure Oil Gompany executives. After his 
father, Henry, lost part of an ownership in an automobile sales 
dealership. Slim bought a corner lot and built this sixteen 
thousand-dollar station for his father. 

The quaint English Gottage-style station with its bright 
blue tile roof was built according to the standard corporate 
design created by company architect Garl A. Petersen. The 
domestic appearance of the station allowed it to be easily inte­
grated into its location on the edge of a quiet residential neigh­
borhood about three blocks from the city square. This station 
represents the basic standardized plan and could easily be 
expanded for larger lots, as was the case with the Pure Oil station 
in La Grosse. Larger stations simply began with the cottage-
style station at the core, and additions—service bays (Pure Oil 
referred to them as "Lubridomes") and showrooms—were 
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completed with similar rooflines, materials, and, of course, the 
blue-and-white paint scheme. 

In addition to selling Pure Oil Pep, Ethyl, and Excel gaso­
lines, Henry Freitag marketed tires and batteries and serviced 
and oiled automobiles in the Lubridome service bay addition. 
Several individuals operated the Pure Oil station after Henry 
passed away in the mid-1940s. Simon Meyer ran it from the 
early 1950s until the 1970s. Shortly after becoming a Union 76 
station, the station closed. It has housed a water-conditioning 
business for the past two decades. 

Freitag's Pure Oil Service Station was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1980 as an example of 
early-twentieth-century architecture used as a commercial 
marketing technique and corporate symbol. Even its down­
spouts were embossed with the Pure Oil monogram. 

CEDARBURG 
N58W6189 COLUMBIA ROAD 

D riving through the historic town of Gedarburg, its down­
town streets lined with handsome nineteenth-century 
stone buildings, the last thing one would expect to see is 

ajapanese pagoda complete with Japanese lanterns suspended 
from it. Set next to a colossal Givil War-era mill, the former 
Wadhams service station warrants a second look. 

Well-known Milwaukee architect Alexander G. Eschweiler 
designed the exotic station for the Wadhams Oil and Grease 
Gompany of Milwaukee in 1926. His groundbreaking designs 
for the company captured the excitement and adventure of 
travel. Eschweiler's innovation was imagining architectural 
design as a marketing device: the pagoda became yet another 
piece of corporate imagery, joining gas pumps, signs, logos, 
and other devices in imprinting the corporate identity on the 
customer. Upon seeing the bright red metal tile roof with its 
flared eaves, motorists immediately knew they were approach­
ing a Wadhams station. 

When it opened, this station featured women's and men's 
restrooms and office space. Two large plate-glass windows 
showcased products available for sale. Multi-pane windows 
spanned the length of the two sides of the structure. In the 
back, a sizable garage space with a pit and, later, a hoist, 
allowed for greasing, car washing, and other services. 

Known as Billy's Service Station, the structure was built for 
William Schnabel. Although it rained nonstop on opening day, 
November 13, 1926, 288 curious motorists pulled through the 
pumps and purchased 1,805 gallons of Wadhams gasoline. 

The station continues to be owned by the Schnabel family. 
William's daughter, Kay Walters, the current owner, spent 
much of her childhood there. One of her fondest memories is 
playing on a swing that her father hung from the garage hoist, 
which he designed and built himself 

More than one hundred of these eye-catching Wadhams sta­
tions were built in Wisconsin between 1917 and 1930, but only a 
handful of them remain. This unique structure, which now houses 
a jewelry shop, is on the National Register of Historic Places as 
part of Gedarburg's Washington Avenue Historic District. 

STURGEON BAY 
253 MICHIGAN STREET 

A
good location is imperative to the success of any gas sta­
tion. Since the 1930s, this busy corner in Sturgeon Bay has 
been the site of a succession of gas stations that have con­

tinually evolved to reflect changes in the gas-retailing industry. 
Standard Oil Gompany, which owned a two-bay, box-type 

station here from the 1940s to 1960s, leased out the station to 
a series of operators, most of whom stayed a short time. The 
station's shiny porcelain-enamel facade attracted the attention 
of countless Door Gounty visitors, who stopped to fill their 
tanks on their way up the peninsula. 

In 1971, the pressure to make room for more pumps forced 
the owners to demolish the existing building and locate a new, 
larger station near the back of the sizable corner lot. Func­
tionally, the station was simply a bigger box-type design, now 
with three service bays; its Golonial-style exterior was a 
response to the growing popularity of Golonial- and ranch-
style designs in the 1960s and 1970s. Perched on the edge of 
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the transition to self-service, the station offered one pump 
island devoted to full-service and two islands with self-service. 
The owners clearly still relied heavily on vehicle-service rev­
enues in the two service bays, but a car wash occupied the third 
bay. This arrangement lasted nearly two decades, before 
change again transformed the site. 

In the late-1980s, Gharles Wiegand (who had previously 
leased the site in the 1950s), his wife, Ada, and four sons, Dan, 
Dale, Dave, and Duane, leased the station before purchasing 
it outright a few years later. The family's success with a large 
convenience store station in Algoma convinced them to apply 
the same business model to this Sturgeon Bay location. So the 
Golonial-style station got another makeover as a convenience 
store. The service bays were replaced with aisles of conven­
ience foods, milk, beverages, and other impulse purchases. 

The change made sense for the family business and for its 
customers. During this period, large chains of specialized auto-
repair shops, such as brake and muffler shops, were making 
the vehicle-service business more competitive. Self-service 
gasoline also dominated the industry. The Wiegands converted 
the full-service island to self-service about this time, investing 
in a massive forty-five-by-forty-eight-foot canopy over the 
pump islands. Steel King in Waupun built the canopy, which 
was installed to protect customers from the changeable Door 
Gounty weather. After many years at this location, the Wie­
gand family decided to get out of the gas-retailing business and 
sold the station in 2004. 
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MILWAUKEE 
4924 WEST ROOSEVELT DRIVE 

n 2001, when the former Gopeland Service Station 
reopened as a coffee shop in Milwaukee's Sherman Park 
neighborhood, the restored building shined as a new chap­

ter in its long and storied history began. Gommunity support, 
financial assistance, and a creative adaptive reuse had turned 
what was a dilapidated service station and property into a 
neighborhood project worth celebrating. 

Gompleted in January 1939 at an estimated cost of three 

thousand dollars, the Streamlined Moderne-style station 
reflected the Standard Oil Gompany's modern image. Walter H. 
Gopeland contracted with Urban F. Peacock and A. G. Runzler 
to design the station. Peacock, a celebrated Milwaukee archi­
tect, was known for his lavish motion picture palaces (including 
the Oriental Theatre), not gas station designs. Yet, as the 
Depression years wore on, architects often welcomed projects 
outside their specialty to stay busy and bring in income. 

When Gopeland passed away in 1942, his son, Walter Jr., 
took over until his own death in 1967. Gontinuing the family 
business, Wally Gopeland, a grandson, ran the station, switch­
ing first to Texaco products, then Union 76. Wally sold the sta­
tion upon his retirement in 1990. A few years later, back taxes 
and contamination issues almost resulted in its demolition. 

Facing a daunting task. Bob and Patrice Olin became the 
new owners in 2001. They harnessed the energy of local resi­
dents, such as Gliff Leppke, looking to revitalize the abandoned 
property and took advantage of city, county, and state fund­
ing, including a brownfield cleanup grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Gommerce. The project also made use of a new 
state law that made it easier for cities to return tax-delinquent, 
contaminated properties to the tax rolls. 

The Sherman Perk coffeehouse now serves as a community 
gathering place. Borrowing from service station design and sig­
nage, the new owners even placed the words "coffee" and "cap­
puccino" over the former service doors that once read 
"greasing" and "washing." The adaptive reuse of the former 
Gopeland Service Station is a model for the rehabilitation of 
other derelict stations—an example, as one neighbor notes, of 
how to live with history. IK<( 
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MORE TO IT THAN MEETS T H E EYE 

Odd 
EXHIBIT PRESENTS 

Too often a cultural object or work of art 

must be a masterpiece or an original 
one-of-a-kind to be considered a 

"museum treasure." But even an 
item that appears ordinary or 

commonplace may have an unusual 
or unexpected story in its history. 

THE "MONSTER BOWIE KNIFE" OF JOHN FOX POHER 

Politicians have traditionally bestowed gifts on each 
other as expressions of support or gratitude. Usually 
these are token in nature, but this literally larger-than-

life pocket knife symbolized the political discord that led to 
the Givil War. 

On April 5, 1860, Republican Owen Lovejoy of Illinois 
delivered a fiery anti-slavery speech in the House of Repre­
sentatives. Representative Roger Pryor, a Democratic seces­
sionist from Virginia, objected to Lovejoy's bellicose manner, 
but Wisconsin's John Fox Potter rose to Lovejoy's defense, 
arguing that he be allowed to express himself 

Believing that Potter offended his honor, Pryor challenged 
him to a duel. Potter accepted the challenge and chose to fight 
with bowie knives. Pryor refused because the selection of 
weapon was considered "vulgar, barbarous, and inhuman." 
The situation escalated until police arrested both men to keep 
the peace, and the duel never occurred. At the 1860 Repub­
lican convention, pro-Union delegates from the slave state of 
Missouri presented John Potter with this 34-pound, 6 1/2-
foot-long folding knife to commemorate his knife fight "vic­
tory" over Roger Pryor. It was a highlight of the convention 
and earned national press exposure.' 

Note : 1. Online excerpt at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/niuseuni/archives/003358.asp 
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UNIQUE OBJECTS WITH FASCINATING STORIES i>,joeKapier 

MEMENTO OF A PRESIDENT 

T his simple plaid shawl reveals a story that is anything but ordinary, 
for it once wrapped around one of the most important presidents in 
American history. Abraham Lincoln wore the shawl in 1861 on his 

journey from Springfield, Illinois, to his inauguration, and at later times 
during his presidency. After his assassination, Mary Todd Lincoln gave 
the shawl to Anderson Ruffin Abbott (1837-1913), a black doctor from 
Toronto, Ganada, whom Lincoln had befriended during the war. Abbott 
served as a civilian surgeon in three Army hospitals in the United States. 

In a 1901 article. Dr. Abbott explained his connection to this impor­
tant piece of the president's personal property: 

The remaining weeks that Mrs. Lincoln spent in the White 
House, after the removal of the President's body to Springfield, 111., 
were spent in disposing of her late husband's personal effects. Sev­
eral articles which he valued very much, and which were much 
used by him, were given away as mementos to his friends. The 
writer received the plaid shawl which Mr. Lincoln was frequently 

seen wearing of a chilly 
evening when going to the 
War Department to consult 
Mr. Stanton on important 
state business. 

The shawl was passed down 
from Dr. Abbott to his grand­
son who, while residing in Wis­
consin, lent the shawl to a 
traveling Lincoln exhibit in the 
Wisconsin Historical Society's 
Historymobile, before eventu­
ally donating it in 1963. 

Dr. Abbot 
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BASCOM HILL'S FAMOUS FLOCK 

P lastic pink flamingos typically 
grace front yards or gardens. 
This particular flamingo was 

part of one of the greatest pranks 
in American collegiate lore. As 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
students made their way up Bas-
com Hill on the first day of 
classes in 1979, they were greeted 
by a sea of 1,008 pink flamingos. 
Members of the now-legendary 
Pail & Shovel Party had planted the 
birds on September 4. The pink 
flamingo flock represented a celebra­
tion of sorts for the Pail & Shovel Party, 
which had won re-election to head the 
Wisconsin Student Association. The 
admittedly absurdist party had formed pri­
marily as a joke while campaigning in the 
spring of 1978. Gontrary to even their own expec­
tations, they garnered enough votes to win a plurality. 

During their first year in office, the Party spent budget funds on such 
things as a toga party for ten thousand people and a partial replica of the 
Statue of Liberty that they placed on the winter ice of Lake Mendota. The 
next year, the Pail & Shovel Party president, James J. Mallon, and vice-pres­
ident, Leon D. Varjian, dared the student body to be "nuts enough" to "go for 
it all" by re-electing them. Apparently, there were enough UW students who 
were up to the challenge. 

The flock did not last long, as the flamingos were plucked by students as 
souvenirs, but the famous scene continues to sell postcards to this day. Mallon 
and Varjian salvaged this flamingo and donated it to the Historical Society.' 

Note : 1. Online excerpt at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/museum/archives/001660.asp 
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IF OR E S T 

THE DISPUTED BORDER WORTH MILLIONS 

I n 1841 Gaptain Thomas J. Gram of the U.S. topo­
graphical engineers and Dr. Douglas Houghton, first 
state geologist of Michigan, had their names carved into 

this tree "blaze"—a surveyor's signpost in the wilderness. 
They were completing a survey mission to define the bor­
der between the Wisconsin Territory and Michigan based 
on Gongressional orders. 

A year earlier Gram discovered that the physical reali­
ties of the landscape differed from the legal border descrip­
tion. Gram and Houghton's 1841 interpretation of the 
ambiguous Gongressional instructions placed the city of 
Hurley and numerous iron mines on the Gogebic range 
inside Wisconsin. Michigan later challenged the border 
claiming that the men erroneously placed the border too 
far north, improperly giving Wisconsin land worth millions 
in mineral and tourism wealth. The dispute eventually 
reached the U.S. Supreme Gourt in the 1920s, but the 
Gourt rejected Michigan's claim and upheld the border as 
initially placed by Gram and Houghton. 

Note 
1. Online excerpt at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/museum/artifacts/archives/003358.asp 
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DEATH AND SCANDAL IN THE WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE 

T he negative advertisements in today's political climate create a nasty tone that can inhibit bipartisan cooperation but 
do not result in murder (at least not literally). This typical 1840s men's vest bears the scars of an extreme in political 
violence—an actual bullet hole. 

An 1842 session of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature was suddenly interrupted when one member shot and killed another. 
Following a debate on the floor of the Gouncil of the Legislative Assembly, Gharles G. P. Arndt implied that fellow Gouncil mem­
ber James R Vineyard made misstatements regarding the issue at hand, and Vineyard vehemently denied the accusations. 

Following an adjournment, Arndt approached Vineyard's desk on the floor of the assembly and the two continued their 
disagreement. Arndt raised his hand and struck Vineyard in the head. Before any other legislator could intervene. Vineyard 
drew a pistol and shot Arndt in the chest. Arndt reeled backward, fell to the floor, and died about five minutes later. 

Bribery and scandal typified the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature in its early years, and the Arndt shooting did not help 
Wisconsin's reputation. Gharles Dickens, who was touring the United States at the time of the incident, even cited the affair 
in his American Notes for General Circulation as an example of rampant lawlessness in the United States. 

Note : 1. Online excerpt at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/museum/artifacts/archives/001055.asp 

Odd Satisfy Your Curiosity 

The exhibition presents intriguing ,iiiif,i(is. 
images, and documents along with the compelling 
stories that accompany them—including ihc ic,i 
characters and true curiosities that enii(h oui 
state's history. The exhibit opens in Octobci 2( 
at the Wisconsin Historical Museum. I'oi moic 
details, visitwww.wisconsinhistory.org/muscum oi 
call 608-264-6555. 
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THE ULTIMATE IN FAST FASHION 

C lassic fashion stands the test of time; trendy fashion 
is a passing fad. This colorful dress made from 
paper was never meant to last, but ended up pre­

served in a museum because of its temporal nature. 
Scott Paper Gompany, with factories in Marinette and 

Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, sparked a national fashion phe­
nomenon in the spring of 1966 when it introduced two 
disposable paper dresses. They were offered as premiums 
to promote Scott's new line of "Golor Explosion" paper 
products. Gustomers who purchased the dresses paid 
$1.25 and also received coupons for Scott's toilet paper, 
paper towels, and napkins. When orders for half a million 
dresses poured in, the promotion overwhelmed the Scott 
Gompany. Six months after it began, company executives 
abruptly ended the advertising campaign, stating they 
"didn't want to turn into dress manufacturers." 

The dresses, sold as "Paper Gaper" products, were not 
purely paper. They were constructed of an "un-paper" 
that the Scott Gompany called Dura Weve. The mate­
rial consisted of ninety-three percent paper-napkin stock 
reinforced with rayon webbing, a combination that made 
the material more durable than standard paper and gave 
it a more fabric-like drape. 

This colorful "paper" paisley print shift-style dress was 
owned by Mrs. John Marshall of Madison. 

Note 
1. Online excerpt at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/museuni/artifacts/aichives/003921.asp 
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ODD WISCONSIN 
AMUSING, PERPLEXING, AND UNLIKELY 
STORIES FROM WISCONSIN'S PAST 

63; Erikajanik 

I f it's the offbeat, the paranormal or the downright odd that 
you crave, there may be no better place to find it than Wis­
consin. Wisconsin's past is full of crazy characters, bizarre 

events and surprising incidents that somehow didn't make the 
official account of state history—and yet the state would not 
be the same without them. 

History isn't a list of names and dates, and it isn't a smooth 
ride to the present day. The stories in Odd Wisconsin present 
Wisconsin with all its bumps, bruises, and perplexities, the 
things that make a place more than a location on a map or an 
entry in an encyclopedia. 

Bob La FoUette's exploits as a Progressive Era leader are 
legendary, but did you know that when governor, he personally 
saved countless valuable government documents and paintings 
during the disastrous capitol fire of 1904? Or that the Bibles 
that grace nearly every motel and hotel nightstand drawer were 
the result of a chance meeting in a Boscobel hotel more than 
100 years ago? 

Some stories are simply amusing or unexpected, as in, that 
happened here? Others are completely strange and creepy. But 
all are true—or at least as far as the people and the documents 
that reported them at the time believed. They are included and 
retold because they are an important and intrinsic part of Wis­
consin's past and worthy of recognition as such. All of the tales 
told in Odd Wisconsin reflect real people, real events and real 
reporting from the time. 

Odd Wisconsin is your history, my history, our history— 
and it is a history for which we can feel justly proud because it's 
hard to believe that any state could be as quirky as Wisconsin! 

Here's just a sample of the oddity that awaits you in Odd 
Wisconsin . . . 
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Wisconsin's Own Indiana Jones 
Trotting the globe in search of adventure, Roy Ghapman 

Andrews suffered blistering sandstorms, fended off deadly 
snakes, and escaped roving bandits to become a world-famous 
fossil hunter. 

Raised in Beloit, Andrews once said, "I was born to be an 
explorer" and, like so many other famous sons and daughters of 
Wisconsin, he left the Badger State as soon as he possibly could. 
After graduating from Beloit GoUege, he landed in New York in 
1906, using money saved from his job as a taxidermist. He 
applied for a position at the American Museum of Natural His­
tory but was told that no jobs were available. Ever persistent. 

Roy Chapman Andrews and his wife Billie at their Connecticut home 



s 
Andrews asked if he could scrub the 
museum floors and was given a job. He 
rose rapidly in the ranks, and over the 
next thirty years, his scientific expedi­
tions carried him to Indonesia, Ghina, 
and Gentral Asia, usually with a cow­
boy hat and a revolver. The press por­
trayed him as a swashbuckling scientist 
who conquered the Gobi Desert and 
Mongolia to discover dinosaurs and 
recover relics. He did, in fact, survive 
life-threatening encounters with 
armed bandits, deadly pythons, 
angry whales, and hungry sharks and 
was erroneously reported dead more 
than once as he roamed the world in 
the name of science. 

Andrews is widely believed to 
have been a model for the movie legend Indiana Jones, who 
along with other explorers like Percy Fawcett and W. Douglas 
Burden contributed to the archetype of the dashing adven­
turer/scientist. 

From 1934 to 1942 Andrews served as the director of the 
Natural History Museum, but after a life of adventure he prob­
ably didn't much enjoy the staid institutional halls. He moved 
to Galifornia in 1942 and spent the rest of his life writing about 
his experiences in several books. His popular books for lay 
audiences helped spawn a fascination for dinosaurs among chil­
dren that shows no signs of waning fifty years later. Andrews 
died in Garmel, Galifornia, on March 11, 1960. 

And You Thought Your Vegetable Gardens 
Were Out of Control 

August in Wisconsin for home gardeners and cooks often 
means bumper crops of zucchini, cucumbers, tomatoes, and 
more. As you think of clever ways to bless your neighbors with 
piles of squash, just imagine trying to deal with the vegetables 
that came from the imaginary garden of Alfred Stanley John­
son, a Waupun photographer who specialized in the produc­
tion of tall-tale postcards. In these images, produced between 
1911 and 1917, Johnson staged friends and family in elaborate 
backgrounds that he later embellished with enlarged vegeta­
bles and fruits. 

Wisconsin's bountiful soils were a primary selling point for 
town promoters seeking to lure new settlers and immigrants in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Immigrant guides 
lavishly praised the state's agricultural potential, often citing 
examples of amazing crop yields and profit earned in Ghicago, 
Gleveland, and other eastern markets. Johnson's tall-tale post­
cards attributed the astounding agricultural achievements pic­
tured to the fertility of Wisconsin soils and the skills of local 
farmers, sustaining an image of abundance that rural commu­
nities hoped would help them grow. lM<i 
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The giant onions of Waupun 

Potatoes enough for everyone. 
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